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INT. CLASSROOM - DAY 

The modern-looking classroom is brightly lit from the large 
windows on the one wall. There are computers that line up 
against each wall, with three large tables pushed together to 
form a larger table in the center of the room. 

Eight students are sitting around the table and listening to 
their professor speak. The professor is speaking passionately 
about his lesson. Some are eager to listen to what the he has 
to say, while others are simply waiting to get out of the 
class and get on with there day. 

One student looks about the class to see if anyone is even 
paying attention, and notices Caleb to be spacing out. 

PROFESSOR 
Alright class, that will be it for 
today. See you next week! 

The students begin to leave. Caleb still sits in his seat, 
looking to be daydreaming. The student approaches Caleb. 

STUDENT 
Hey Caleb, you doing alright? You seem 
a little out of it. 

Caleb wipes his face, seeming a little flustered. 

CALEB 
Yeah, yeah, I'm fine. I'm just tired 
is all. 

Caleb stands up from his seat and begins to walk away and 
puts on his headphones. 

The student watches him walk away with a face of worry for 
him, but she feels that there is nothing she can do for him. 

EXT. CLASSROOM - DAY 

Caleb approaches the small coffee shop outside the classroom 
to get a drink. There is one girl in front of him, who was in 
his last class. After the girl gets her coffee, she turns 
around only to accidentally spill it onto Caleb. 

GIRL 
Oh my god! I am so sorry Caleb! 
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The girl hurries to grab some napkins and gives them to 
Caleb. Caleb is wincing in pain. 

GIRL 
Are you alright? I'm so sorry. 

Caleb is trying to hold back the pain he is in, appearing to 
be fine. 

CALEB 
Yeah, yeah, I'm fine. Don't worry 
about it. 

The girl feels guilty and stands there as he buys his drink 
and leaves. He bid her a goodbye as he does. 

INT. FLAT - DAY 

Caleb enters the flat, headphones on and listening to music. 
Caleb goes to the kitchen, looking for food. The kitchen is 
empty apart from the food in the cabinets and fridge, along 
with plates and silverware drying on the rack. As he checks 
the cabinets, Caleb only shakes his head and closes the 
cabinet door. 

He proceeds to the lounge and jumps to and on the couch lying 
down. After some time, he begins to doze off. His phone dies 
in his hand. 

INT. FLAT - NIGHT 

FLASHBACK 

Jon approaches the flat door. Caleb opens. 

JON 
Hey! You ready to go? 

Caleb nods 

CALEB 
Yeah let's go. 

Jon pumps his fist into the air. 

JON 
This night is gonna be great! 

FLASHBACK END 

INT. FLAT - DAY 
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Caleb snaps out of his daze. Shaking his head, he begins to 
sit up on the couch. Caleb sits pondering, when, from the 
corner of his eye, he hallucinates his friend, Jon. 

Jon is sitting on the couch next to Caleb. He has not paid 
notice to Caleb, and is scrolling through his phone. Caleb 
blinks his eyes in disbelief and, opening his eyes again, Jon 
is no longer there. 

Caleb rushes over to the restroom. He turns on the sink to 
wash his face. After washing his face, he stares into the 
mirror, heavily breathing, wondering what is happening to 
him. 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

Caleb begins recording audio on his phone, pacing back and 
forth in his bedroom. His voice sounds distressed. 

CALEB (V.O.) 
I don't know how much longer I can 
take this. It's starting to get to me. 

INT. BAR - NIGHT 

FLASHBACK 

The bar is a small, but comfortable, area. There are only a 
handful of tables with just as many people sitting at them. 

Caleb and Jon are sitting in a booth together across from the 
bartender. Both of them have a tall pint in front of them, 
but Jon has a few more empty glasses that Caleb does. 

Jon and Caleb have a good time, laughing and talking among 
themselves. 

FLASHBACK END 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

CALEB (V.O.) (CONT.) 
I can't sleep; I can't eat. This is 
all my fault. I can't believe I let 
this happen. 

INT. BAR - NIGHT 

FLASHBACK 

Jon has his arm wrapped around Caleb. He circles his finger  
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in the air, looking at the bartender. 

JON 
Hey! Let's get another round over 
here! 

FLASHBACK END 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

CALEB (V.O.) (CONT.) 
I didn't think he was that drunk! I 
was his friend and I should have been 
there with him. 

EXT. BAR - NIGHT 

FLASHBACK 

Caleb and Jon exit the bar. As Caleb begins to walk in one 
direction, Jon stops him. They stand under the light of a 
street lamp. 

JON 
Hey, Nate hit me up and asked if we 
want to meet them. 

CALEB 
I don't know. It's already pretty 
late, and I'm getting tired. 

JON 
Alright, you can go home. I'm still 
gonna meet them, though. 

CALEB 
You sure? You've had a number of 
drinks. 

JON 
Nah, man. I'm good. I feel fine. 

CALEB 
Alright, I'll see you tomorrow, then. 

JON 
See yah! 

Caleb and Jon walk into separate directions into the dark. 

FLASHBACK END 



                                                          5. 

   Created using Celtx                                       

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

CALEB (V.O.) (CONT.) 
But no, I left him. I left him alone 
and now he's gone.I don't know what to 
do with myself. I just don't know. It 
should've been me. I should've been 
the one found dead, not Jon. 

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY 

FLASHBACK 

Caleb enters the classroom to notice all of the other 
students gathered around a single computer. As he approaches 
them, he sees that they are looking at a news article online. 
It reads "College student, 20, found dead on campus after 
night of binge drinking." Realizing what had happened, Caleb 
has a sick feeling in his stomach, and a look of horror on 
his face. 

FLASHBACK END 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 

CALEB (V.O.) (CONT.) 
If I had any chance to switch 
positions with him I'd do it in a 
heartbeat. 

Caleb pauses 

CALEB (V.O.) (CONT.) 
Ah crap, it's getting pretty late. 
Might as well see if I can get some 
sleep tonight. 



Working Title – Deafening Silence 
 
Genre – Short Film 
 
Duration – 7 min 
 
Target Audience – 18 to 25 Male / Female 
 
Outline – Caleb has been off since the death of his close friend Jon. After a night of drinking 
at the pub, the two friends separated so that Jon could meet up with some other people. It 
wasn’t until the next morning that Caleb found out that Jon had died from alcohol 
poisoning. Caleb blames himself for what happened to Jon, and cannot stop thinking about 
it. People notice that something is wrong with Caleb, but he assures them that he is fine. 
After finishing his classes for the day, Caleb goes home to try to relax. However, during the 
moments of silence where his mind is allowed to drift, he begins to recollect on the events 
of that night. He begins to have flashbacks of the event, and even begins to hallucinate that 
he sees his friend next to him on the couch. Unable to bear the weight his guilt is putting on 
his mind, Caleb goes to his phone, turns on the audio recorder, and lets his feelings out 
about everything he’s been feeling since the death of Jon. Caleb tries to go to sleep, 
remembering the moment he found out Jon was dead. He stares into the ceiling until he 
falls asleep. 
 
Character Breakdown 

❖ Caleb: 19, white, male, student 

➢ Caleb has the view on life that ignorance is bliss. He believes that as long as he 
focuses on the positives, his life will be fine. Caleb is also somewhat of an introvert, 
but still wants to socialize. He just doesn’t know how to express himself. 

❖ Jon: 20, white, male, student 

➢ Jon has a positive outlook on life, believing that life should be lived to the fullest 
while they have the time to do it. He is also a little reckless though, never knowing 
when to slow down. He is a social butterfly. 

 
Visual Elements –  

● Lighting – harsh shadows 
● Camera Movement ‐ static 
● Editing ‐ flashback 
● Setting – classroom, flat, pub 
● Actors – 2 males, late Teens early 20s 
● Props – headphones, phone 
● Costume – deep green shirt 

 
Audio Elements –  

● Soundtrack 
● Music ‐ sad piano/strings 

 



Extended Step-Outline Sheet 
 
Scene No 1 Page No  

Slugline 
 

End of Class 

Endpoint of last 
scene 
 

 

Characters in scene 
 

Caleb, students, Student, Girl 

Point of scene 
 

Introducing main character 

Conflict 
 

 

Ending / central 
question 
 

What is bothering Caleb? 

Key Micro 
elements 
employed and brief 
description of their 
use 
 

Student noticing Caleb dozing off. 
Will be used to show our main character from a different 
perspective, that his uneasiness is revealing itself. 

Scene description (without dialogue) focusing on key micro aspects (miseen- 
scène, camera, sound, editing, etc) 
 
It is like any other day during class; the clock is ticking as it is about to hit 4:00. The 
professor is giving his lecture. Close up on Caleb daydreaming, something is 
distracting him. All of his surroundings start to become a blur as he sits there. While in 
his daze, one of his classmates taps him on the shoulder, asking if he was alright. He 
hesitates but says that he is fine, and leaves, putting on his headphones on. The student 
watches him leave, feeling bad for him, but knowing there is nothing she can do. 
 
Caleb goes out to the coffee shop outside of the classroom, only for a girl to spill her 
coffee on him by accident. Caleb brushes off the situation, baffling the girl, and 
continues his day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Extended Step-Outline Sheet 
 
Scene No 2 Page No  

Slugline 
 

Flat 

Endpoint of last 
scene 
 

Leaving University building 

Characters in scene 
 

Caleb, Jon 

Point of scene 
 

Introduce the inner conflict 

Conflict 
 

Memories of the night out 

Ending / central 
question 
 

What happened that night? 

Key Micro 
elements 
employed and brief 
description of their 
use 
 

Flashback 

Scene description (without dialogue) focusing on key micro aspects (miseen- 
scène, camera, sound, editing, etc) 
 
Caleb approaches the door to his flat, fumbles with the keys, and enters. After 
searching for some food in his kitchen, he goes to his lounge and plops on the couch. 
Caleb proceeds to listen to his music, until his phone dies. He begins to doze off, 
closing his eyes, when a flashback occurs. It shows him in a pub with his friend Jon, 
having a good time. Cuts to them splitting off, and Caleb awakens from this flashback. 
Trying to pull himself together, Caleb suddenly hallucinates his friend Jon on the couch 
sitting next to him, looking at his phone. Caleb blinks and Jon is gone. Beginning to 
freak out, Caleb goes to the bathroom to wash his face and just leaves the water 
running as he stares into the mirror. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Extended Step-Outline Sheet 
 
Scene No 3 Page No  

Slugline 
 

Sleep 

Endpoint of last 
scene 
 

Staring into the mirror 

Characters in scene 
 

Caleb, Jon 

Point of scene 
 

Externalize the inner conflict with Caleb 

Conflict 
 

Memories of the night out 

Ending / central 
question 
 

Caleb goes to sleep 

Key Micro 
elements 
employed and brief 
description of their 
use 
 

 

Scene description (without dialogue) focusing on key micro aspects (miseen- 
scène, camera, sound, editing, etc) 
 
Caleb turns on the audio recorder on his phone, and begins speaking what his thoughts 
have been today and every day since the incident, how he blames himself for what 
happened to Jon. As he is talking, cut between flashbacks of the night at the bar and 
1him pacing around his bedroom, back and forth. Cut again to Caleb getting ready for 
bed. He stares at the ceiling just thinking. Cut to flashback of him finding out Jon died. 
Back to Caleb staring at the ceiling. As the narration of Caleb talking ends, the scene 
fades to black. 
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SWOT 
Strength - Confronts one of the problems of drinking, Have ability to rent equipment from 
UWTSD 
Weakness - Scenes take place different times of day 
Opportunity - Connections with acting students at UWTSD, made contact with local bar with 
agreement to shoot 
Threat - Weather, Limited time to film 
 
Equipment List 
Lumix GH5 
Boom mic 
Boom pole 
Fig rig 
Zoom sound recorder 
LED light panels 
Small LED light panel 
Reflector 
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