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Within a given time period, select examples of what could be considered high and low cultural artefacts. Discuss these, taking into consideration the surrounding social, political and historical context. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]For this essay I have decided that I am going to look at Banksy and how his work started as low culture but because of his high popularity his work is now seen as high culture. In the early 1990’s Banksy’s work started to appear all around Bristol which is where he is from. “Banksy's style is heavily influenced by French graffiti artist Blek le Rat – particularly his political messaging and use of stencils.” (Bristol live, 2017). At the very start of Banksy’s career, he was just seen as a normal, criminal graffiti artist. He would make art that was controversial and that would make people think. He hid his identity and to this day no one really knows who he is, this was because it was, and this is illegal to paint on a public building without permission. Banksy started right at the bottom with all the other graffiti artist as this is an art form that is seen as a crime. Graffiti is a perfect example of low culture, people hiding their identity, so they can show their art without getting in trouble.  Banksy is the most famous graffiti artist of all time and because of his courage and controversy he has inspired millions of artists all over the world to follow in his footsteps. 

From the very start of Banksy’s career, he has come very far. He started by painting on walls in the Centre of Bristol to now where he has art multiple art exhibitions and even had work in galleries. Up until 2010 Banksy was a distant unknown graffiti artist but this changed when he released his film Exit through the gift shop. This was a film that was made by him in order to show the world of graffiti. It is said in the film “Street art was poised to become the biggest counter cultural movement since punk” (Exit through the work shop 2010) in the film it is shown how big Banksy got and how much people wanted his work. The film takes a look at his first big LA show called barely legal where celebrities and very rich people came to view Banksy’s work. One of the pieces that was shown was live elephant which he had painting to blend into the wall paper, he did this to show the hidden elephant in the room. This piece had a lot of people talking about Banksy and his work. It was said in the film that “barely legal marked the point at which street art was forced into the spotlight attracting sudden interest from the art establishment.” (Exit through the work shop 2010) Following this show there were auctions to sell some of Banksy’s work. Some of the work sold for close to $100,000. People couldn’t get enough of Banksy’s work, a man who started out as a graffiti artist in Bristol was now selling work be very rich art collectors. “street art had become a while hot commodity, no serious contemporary art connection would be complete without a Banksy.” (Exit through the work shop 2010). People who would collect art by people such as Andy Warhol were now also collection art by Banksy, it could now be seen that Banksy had moved from low culture art to high culture. 
In 2012 Banksy decided to do a piece that reflected on the queen’s Diamond jubilee. The painting is of the queen with a jagged red strip across her face like the David Bowie creation in the 1970’s. the wall on which the piece was placed is a wall that has been used by Banksy a few times in the past for would such as the boy with a paper bag creeping up behind a sniper and David Cameron and Boris Johnson as rioters. There was another piece that appeared on a wall in London in May of a boy hunched over a sewing machine making union jack bunting. This is said to be a nod in preparation towards the piece of the queen which was to follow. This is a great way for us to see the cross over between low and high culture. Banksy, a graffiti artist who is at the bottom of low culture painting an image of the queen who is at the highest point in high culture. This is a strange way of us seeing the two very different worlds crossing over in a way no one had expected. 

[image: ]in 2015 Banksy made his largest art show yet. Dismaland took place in Weston super-mare in England. Banksy was not alone within this art show, him and 58 artists took up the challenge of making the worlds weirdest art show of all time. This aim of the show was simple they wanted to make a place that’s embodied an amusement park with a huge twist. Everything was dark, gloomy and just plain strange. It was something you had to see with your own eyes to understand, I had the pleasure of people one of the people who did see it with my own eyes and it was truly life changing. There were so many little things to look at that you would never be able to see it all, even with a few little references to Banksy and his history. An example would be when you were leaving the park there was a sign that said Exit through the gift shop, which is a reference to the film I quoted above. Something that I think was a good detail within the show was the fact that all of the people that worked there were in fact actors and they would talk to you in a very dull tone. They would act in a complete opposite way to what you would imagine people to be like if they worked in an amusement park. It was very hard to get tickets to attend the show, there was a rumour that went around about this that it was so hard to get tickets because that was part of the experience and that they wouldn’t people to be angry and for some people to not even get tickets at all. One of the main parts of the show was a massive castle which was meant to resemble the Disney castle, this castle was all run down and grey rather than the magical castle we would see at Disney. Within the castle there was a fallen over version of Cinderella’s carriage, with paparazzi taking pictures. I think this is s great example of high and low culture because Cinderella would be classed as someone from high culture, but she is being used in a different light within this show. I think it is great that Banksy has brought so many different artists that all specialise in different thing together in one show. Dismaland is a great example of the high and low culture divide this is because there were so many controversial digs that were aimed at people from a higher way of life. Even though Banksy is now the most famous graffiti artists of all time which now makes him high culture because his work is so desirable, he still has the same roots and still wants to show the same message about the topics that people don’t want to talk about. Dismaland was not just an art show but it was the strangest day out for the whole family. It had everything that Disney land has just a bit on the strange side. It changed the way that we view art for the better.  Figure 1: Dismaland Castle

One of the biggest things that is going on in the UK today is Brexit and as Banksy is a British graffiti artist no one through he would let this happen without painting about it. In 2017 after Brittan had voted to leave the European union a piece of Banksy’s work appeared by the coast of dover. This work was a European Flag being chipped away. This represents high and low culture as Brexit will affect everyone in the UK no matter what background that you come from, Banksy who can identify with so many people as he has worked his way up from the bottom and is now at the top. 

[image: ]One of the newest works that we have seen of Banksy is one that can really how far he has come from the graffiti artist from Bristol, is the shredded painting at an art auction. An art action was being help with lots of work by lots of artists, as the Banksy piece was just bought a shredder started within the frame which shredded the Banksy half way. This painting had just been sold for $1,042,000. This is a plan that had been in the works for many years. After the event Banksy release on his social media that years before the auction had even happened he had placed a shredder in the frame just in case it was ever put up for auction. “The video is captioned with a quote from Picasso: "The urge to destroy is also a creative urge." It has been watched more than 12 million times.” (Dezeen 2018) the piece has since been renamed as Love is in the Bin. This is a great way that Banksy has shown that even though his art is selling for a lot of money that he is still the controversial artist he was at the beginning. His work just sold for over $1,000,000 and he shredded it, he had planned to do this years in advance just in case it was to be sold. Figure 2: Shredded Banksy


In conclusion I think that Banksy is a great example of both high and low culture. He is a graffiti artist who started from the bottom at the end of low culture. Graffiti has been seen as low culture for many years and has finally started to become of a higher culture. Because of the popularity of his work he has gotten to the stage where he is now seen as high culture and he has brought graffiti into a higher culture light. People are buying Banksy work for a lot of money and it is being collected by high class collectors and this is a move in the art world that we never thought we would see. Banksy has made a stepping stone for all graffiti artists into high culture, he is the one who made people see that graffiti artists aren’t criminals, but they are just people who want to show off their talents to the world. Banksy has become a household name not because he is a criminal like what people used to think about graffiti artists but because he is an artist like no other. Banksy’s world sells for as much money as a fine artist’s work and I think that really shows that the world today is changing and being more open to different styles. The next step in the graffiti resolution is that it is legal so make art anywhere.  Banksy started in low culture but it now in the high culture world and he has a right to stay. 
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