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Task One: Semiotic Analysis (Ryan’s task)
[image: ][image: ]
Keith Haring was an American artist that began to gain public attention some time during the 1980s.  He was dedicated to many different political causes, most specifically the AIDS crisis. His artwork stood out during this time as most of his art used bold lines and bright colours with a graffiti-like quality to it that was visually appealing to most. Haring believe that art should be as accessible as possible, stating that “You can’t just stay in your studio and paint; that’s not the most effective way to communicate.” (Deruytter, 2011) He understood that art is not an entirely reliable way to communicate, that he needed to put himself out in the public eye to help both himself and others like him. He would frequently be arrested for vandalism, that‘s how eager he was about his cause. He was so passionate for what he believed in and felt that everyone should have the chance to understand him, often being criticised on his efforts to show his work to as many different audiences as possible.
One of his paintings that stood out to me most is his ‘Unfinished Painting’, 1989. The title indicates that the painting is unfinished, but this was done deliberately by knowingly foreshadowing his own death in his art. He was an openly gay man and, upon getting his AIDS diagnosis in 1988, was even more inspired to create art, to push for gay rights in a time in which being gay was shunned and wished to spread awareness of the medical neglect he and many others like him suffered. He died of AIDS related complications at age 31 in 1990. Only about a quarter of the canvas is painted, showing that he knew he wouldn’t be able to live a long life, settling on making it a very fulfilling short one instead. He wouldn’t grow up to discover himself fully or experience many things as someone without his same condition. He grew up watching his friends and partners dying around him, knowing that his life would be cut short, but not knowing when. It’s quite morbid, thinking about it. Even now, three decades after his death, LGBT movements still use his artwork to show their pride, on banners during protests, on banners at pride parades, or just in general to remind them to keep fighting. 
 The colour palette of this specific painting compared to many of his others is quite a contrast. It feels a lot more somber, his other paintings being bright and colourful and mostly using primary colours. This painting only uses three colours, being black, white and a light blue/purple. Some have said Haring strives to use “startling colour combinations” and that he “sought to startle with his use of colour” (Gruen, 1999). These statements certainly are true for this painting as the colour palette is a lot more shocking than any of his other paintings, solely because it doesn’t seem as fun and jumpy as his style usually is. Even the dripping paint adds to this, it provokes overwhelming thoughts and feelings that no other painting of his did.
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Task Two: Manifesto (Julia’s Task)
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Rule 2. Keyword: Caricature.
[image: ]A lot of people use their art to push their personal political agenda. The comic on the right was drawn by Mark Knight, a political cartoonist for the Herald Sun. This comic caused uproar in February of 2019 due to the racist caricatures he portrayed in Serena Williams, an American tennis player. Art like this is unacceptable. It is not art. It is a hate crime. Drawing offensive caricatures such as this, as well as making money and having a job that allows these sorts of drawings are despicable. Knight stated in defence of his malicious cartoon to the US Open, that the drawing was ”just about Serena on the day [of the tennis match], having a tantrum”  and that he ”drew her as she is, she’s an African American woman”. If it weren’t not drawn in the way it is, an intentionally racist portrayal of a black women, there would be no problem with these statements. Unfortunately, he did, taking racist caricatures such as big, overexaggerated lips, nose, hair, and build which are typical ”gorilla-like” qualities many racists draw black people with. Art like this is unacceptable because it pushes the idea that it is a valid and somehow not a racist way of drawing black people, people who have suffered for literal millennia at the hand of white people.
Rule 4. Keyword: Emotion.
Bad art doesn’t exist. This statement may seem contradictory to the above paragraph, but that is not the case. In the words of Leo Tolstoy in 1986, art is not the manifestation of some mysterious idea of beauty, art is a way to hand on feelings one has lived through, and that other people are infected by these feelings and, also experience them. I believe art is a way to express emotion and relieve stress for yourself. Art should be shared and the bravery it takes to share it, as well as the art itself, should be admired. Comics like the above can be shared, but they should not be admired. That is why it is not real art; it does not possess the admirability it should have when shared. We all have art that we aren’t proud of that we have made and shared in the past. This is nothing the be ashamed of, it’s something to be proud of as we were able to make art that we liked at the time of making it and had the courage to share with others.
Rule 8. Keyword: Respect.
Art can be personal and difficult to share for some people. Sharing art can be an uncomfortable experience sometimes, especially online these days as some of the comments people get can be a bit more than harsh. This is the reason why I believe nobody should harshly or unconstructively criticise other people’s artwork. It can be very upsetting for people to show art that they are fond of and have worked hard on only for people to publicly mock them. This only discourages the process of creating art and is not useful to anyone. Terry Barrett says that art criticism means responding to, interpreting and making critical judgments about works of art. I agree with this, and believe artists, as a whole, should be more respectful towards each other as we are all in the same, unfair boat.
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Task Three: Reflective Writing (Jon’s Task)
The work of Andy Goldsworthy is ephemeral and precise, well known for using only nature to create his masterpieces. Goldsworthy is an innovative contemporary photographer and sculptor that uses natural materials such as leaves, sticks, snow and pebbles to his advantage. I found it quite ironic how his work is made of natural forms yet certainly isn’t naturally formed, considering how long it takes him to find the perfect leaves, stones, or twigs to piece together. The same goes with how he uses colour. He uses the colours of nature in many ways, sometimes using very bright and intense yellows of leaves and other times the cold, calm grey of pebbles. In the piece shown on the right, all of the leaves he uses are natural but he finds the two perfect leaves and rips them ever so carefully and pieces them together so precisely that the seam between them is practically indistinguishable, aside from where the two colours clash to create a circle. A lot of his work also includes the use of colour to create an ombre, often formed with stones or leaves.[image: ]
With his work, Goldsworthy has given a feeling of harmony and balance, specifically regarding his toil with[image: ] stones and rocks, having to find the exact point of balance in which they won’t just topple over. Everything in his work seems to just flow together perfectly and I feel that it evokes a strong sense of satisfaction. He also uses many different textures in his work that add to the feeling of satisfaction, knowing that these are not manmade objects, they are naturally formed and haven’t been tampered with to make it easier for him to create with. Goldsworthy states that “It’s implicit in that moment that time can stop still for a second” (Cusumano, 2015). By using photography, he obviously can’t recreate exactly how the materials he uses feel unless you actually go to where he made the display and see it for yourself, but I think that the angles he uses to capture his art - whether perfectly to the side of perfectly above - certainly do justice to express that even though the natural cycles cause his work to rot or decay, nature can still be beautiful, and that his work shall only exist within photographs as a sympathetic connection to the natural world. 
He also says ”It’s not about art. It’s just about life and the need to understand that a lot of things in life do not last.”[image: ] (Gross, 2015). I feel like this quote can be applied to a piece he made, ’Tree painted with black mud,’ in 2014. I feel like this piece represents the passing of time - how most things in life aren’t made to last and that nothing will last forever. The rain will wash away all the mud from the tree and Goldsworthy captured just the mere moments in which this art existed before it fades away with the cycles of nature.
Bibliography
Online sources
· Cusumano, K., 2015. Andy Goldsworthy Goes Into The Wind. Interview Magazine, [online] Available at: https://www.interviewmagazine.com/art/andy-goldsworthy-leaning-into-the-wind [Accessed 31 December 2019]
· Gross, T., 2015. Sculptor Turns Rain, Ice and Trees Into ‘Ephemeral Works’. WUNC, [online] Available at: https://www.wunc.org/post/sculptor-turns-rain-ice-and-trees-ephemeral-works [Accessed 31 December 2019]
Image sources
· Goldsworthy, A., 1983. Red Leaf Patch. [image online] Available at: https://www.goldsworthy.cc.gla.ac.uk/image/?id=ag_02756 [Accessed 31 December 2019]
· Goldsworthy, A., 1982. Balanced River Stones. [image online] Available at: https://www.goldsworthy.cc.gla.ac.uk/image/?id=ag_02320&t=1 [Accessed 31 December 2019]
· Goldsworthy, A., 2015. Tree Painted with Black Mud. [image online] Available at: https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/pgqm3z/mud-paintings-icicle-sculptures-and-more-temporary-nature-art [Accessed 31 December 2019]
image5.png




image6.png




imagec.png
(AN You JuST.
LET UER Wit





imagea.png
PN e W

1 will make art that is engagi
1 will not make art that harms those who are suffering.

1 will only make art that | want to make.

There is no such thing as bad art.

1 will only make art when | feel like making art.

1 will enjoy the process of making art.

| not prioriise the final piece over the process of making it.
1will not publicly criticise other’s art unless | am asked to.
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