Critically evaluate the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour upon local communities, examine the strategies used by the police service to address these issues. You may be wished to consider examining the use of problem-solving models and evidence-based policing. 

Within this essay it will be evaluating the impact that crime and anti-social behaviour has on the communities and the way in which the police service are trying to tackle these issues. It will be discussing the problem-solving models that the police service will use to try and establish a way in which to try and rectify the issues within the community. 	Comment by Kelly Andrews: Consider rewording this  first sentence

The definition of anti-social behaviour is “behaviour by a person which causes, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to persons not of the same household as the person” (Metropolitain Police, 2023). This shows that anti-social behaviour is when a person acts in a way which causes another person to be afraid of their actions. Anti-social behaviour started to become a major issue within the mid 1990’s where members of the communities were terrified about the behaviour which affected many members of the community. For example, “between January 1996 and December 1996, 20.1% of the local community stated that there was a significant problem with drug usage and drug dealing within their areas” (Office for National Statostocs, 2019). These issues caused worry to many members of the community as it was setting the wrong image and also can be very harmful to others. This is a significant number of members of the public who wanted to change that. This lead to the government being looked upon to implement action to try and tackle this type of behaviour and this is where the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 was introduced to try and deal with the issues (Hopkins-Burke & Creaney, 2014). Once this legislation was brought into effect during “2002-03 it saw anti-social behaviour in local’s areas fell from 21% to 17% by 2005-06” (House of Commons Committee of Public Accounts , 2007). This saw an impact that the legislation was having on those were committing anti-social behaviour as there were consequences being put into place as a result of their actions. 	Comment by Kelly Andrews: Give an example - remember to put what you are saying into context 	Comment by Kelly Andrews: Good point made - but read over the sentence it needs rewording 

The term ‘anti-social behaviour’ is a very broad term and the impact it can have on members of the community can be detrimental. The potential impact of anti-social behaviours can include “a fear of continued crime, significant increase of mental health issues, fear of repeat attack and psychological trauma” (Home Office, 2023). This shows that any type of anti-social behaviour can have a huge impact on members of the community. As well as the physical impact anti-social behaviour has on the community there is also a significant financial impact. For example, in “England and Wales it cost government agencies on average £3.4 billion within 1 year, this doesn’t apply for the indirect costs to local communities and businesses or the emotional cost to victims and witnesses this is purely just the cost for trying to tackle and amend the issues caused by anti-social behaviour” (House of Commons Committee of Public Accounts , 2007). This shows that Anti-social behaviour also has a massive financial impact where the money used to tackle the issues could be put into funding the police forces better to allow them to have the most up to date kit to carry out their day-to day roles also could be used to recruit more officers in order to have a better hi viability patrols on our streets. Not only this but anti-social behaviour also has a big cost on the communities. For example, there could be “loss of employment, change of jobs, investment in security measures and also having to repair any damage that is caused by anti-social behaviour” (Gov.uk, 2023). This shows that there is major costs to be made due to the actions of those who commit anti-social behaviour and this has an impact on all members of the community. 	Comment by Kelly Andrews: Give specifics - think about supporting this. Look at things such as the cost of ASB within communities. The cost to police with the numbers of calls etc. Consider including reference to high profile cases such as Fiona Pilkington which increased public concern and highlighted issues with how ASB was being addressed. 	Comment by Kelly Andrews: This paragraph would work better up near the introduction

This legislation was introduced with the aim to try and prevent anti-social behaviour from happening within communities and to try and protect those who were vulnerable. Section 1 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 brought the anti-social behaviour order into place where it was a way of dealing with this behaviour that was caused by anyone over the age of 10 years old who caused harassment, alarm and distress. This order was given to those who caused such actions with the aim to prevent them from reoffending and to protect the local community from further behaviour of a similar nature (Hopkins-Burke & Creaney, 2014). 

The impact the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 had on communities was beneficial as the labour government had been working tirelessly to ensure that communities were safer. They done these by-passing laws to try and prevent crime and disorder. The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 made it a duty for local areas to come up with strategies to reduce crime (UK Parliament, 2010). This is a major part of the process to reducing crime as it was the members of the communities who witnessed first handily the issues that were ongoing within their communities. This later led to the introduction of the Anti-social behaviour Act 2003. This act was designed to “ensure that the police have the appropriate powers to deal with serious anti-social behaviour” (Home Office, 2003). The reasoning behind this was the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 only allowed officer the power to issues orders to people who were causing a nuisance to leave the area and not return within 48 hours (Magna, 2014). This shows that the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 didn’t give officers enough powers to be able to tackle anti-social behaviour to the maximum. Whereas when the Anti-social behaviour Act 2003 was introduced, it gave officers more powers such as the power to “tackle nuisance that is caused by young people with air weapons, illegal raves, and deal with any unauthorised encampments” (Legislation.gov.uk, 2003). This shows that the new legislation that was brought into place allowed officers more powers to be able to deal with and tackle all anti-social behaviour issues.  	Comment by Kelly Andrews: Is this because they didn’t have the correct powers then?

Within this time the government started to look at a range of different problem-solving approaches to try and tackle the issues. They came up with the SARA model which its main responsibility is to tackle crime in an area by collecting and looking at data on the specific crime or disorder issue. Police services use the SARA model which assists them to scan, analyse, respond, and assess the situation (Home Office , 2004). This allows officers to identify the problem, to understand what is causing the problem, to respond and implement solutions and to assess the result of their actions which will allow them to understand the whole issue and how they are going to prevent it from reoccurring. These models were introduced to provide a process for problem solving, for example it allows officers to have a step-by-step guide to try and reduce crime and disorder (College of Policing , 2022). This also ensures that all officers are working similarly which shows there would be no inconsistency within the problem-solving models. “The SARA model is a great way in which organisation use to try and tackle anti-social behaviour, the reason for this is that this model allows the police to work with local people, local authorities, criminal justice agencies and businesses to try and resolve issues within the communities” (College of Policing , 2021). This shows that it allows the police to work with partner agencies to try and get to the bottom of the issues as well as having other viewpoints on different ways to tackle the issues. It also allows members of the community to have their say and what they want to happen within their communities and how they want it to be handled. Overall, the SARA model is very effective this can be seen as it has been used in policing for over 30 years and its feedback are robust and effective and will give a clear audit trial (South Cambridgeshire District Council, 2023). Another model in which the police service use to tackle anti-social behaviour would be the routine activities theory. This is when crimes are looked at from the criminal’s point of view. A crime is more likely to happen if the person who wants to do it thinks the target is an easy one and there is nobody around to stop them, it’s all about how they see the situation and decide whether or not to commit the crime (NSW, 2011). This shows that it is the way in which the offender thinks about going to commit the crime. This model links in with the broken glass theory, which means that if a small issue is not rectified it will entail more criminals to commit crimes and it will lead to more problems (McKee, 2023). This shows that if issues are not rectified at the time, it has happened the likelihood is that more issue are going to arise due to it not being rectified and offenders believing more issues won’t affect anymore. 	Comment by Kelly Andrews: Why do they need to use these models?
Do they work? If so support with evidence

In addition to this there is an increased public concern over anti-social behaviour and the concern over the way police forces deal with. This is due to a few issues that have been global an example would be Fiona Pilkington, this is where Fiona and her family had to endure bullying and abuse from local teenagers for over 10 years, despite reporting the incident to the police on many occasions it seems the police did not handle the situation effectively and failed to recognize the severity of the harassment. This lack of proper responses and understanding sadly contributed to the death of Fiona and her severely disabled daughter who Fiona also killed (Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board , 2009). This caused a major worry for all members of the community who are experiencing anti-social behaviour daily, and this has caused police forces to tighten they’re approach on anti-social behaviour and ensure that they are doing everything they can to try and prevent it happening. This also highlighted major concerns over police forces and many members of the communities now have doubts over police forces being able to address these kinds of issues and being able to deal with them appropriately. 

There are many different categories to anti-social behaviour, “some include dangerous dogs, misuse of drugs, intimidation, harassment and stalking and noise nuisance” (College of Policing , 2023). These issues can range from mild to very serious causing members of the community severe stress and anxiety which could later result in bigger issues. “ In 2018, the level of drug-related deaths and severe infections amongst people injecting drugs in Neath Port Talbot and Swansea was an increasing concern” (South Wales Police, 2022). This shows that many members of the community and organisations were aware of the rising issues around the use of drugs within their community. This caused many members of the public harassment, alarm and distress and caused there to be an emergency meeting held with all members of the local authority and senior leadership from South Wales Police. This meeting was held to take immediate actions against the misuse of drugs within the area (South Wales Police, 2022).

 In relation to noise nuisance the local authority is those who are mainly responsible for investigation. The local authority are able to apply sanctions such as “Issuing warnings, if this is not effective they can move upgrade the sanctions to worse consequences such as a community protection notice which tells an individual or business what they must do to stop affecting the community quality of life” (Welsh Government , 2019). This shows that when anti-social behaviour is reported there are consequences that they can issue to try and prevent the issue from arising further. The college of policing states that the way in which they will overcome antisocial behaviour is by using the early intervention and prevention approach. This means they will investigate by looking at other networks for example, youths using anti-social behaviour to forget and distract them (College of Policing , 2023). This shows that they will be looking at methods to try and prevent anti-social behaviour from occurring rather than enforcing sanctions and prosecuting. This will also prevent those who are first time offender to have opportunity to be rehabilitated rather than putting them in the criminal justice system. 

To conclude the overall impact that anti-social behaviour has on the community to very significant and can range from minor effects to the very worst effects affecting the way of life for members of the community. Anti-social behaviour is a daily battle for police services and local authorities and there are many ways in which the servicers are trying to tackle it and prevent it escalating to bigger issues. The police use a range of different approaches to try and tackle anti-social behaviour such the routine activities theory and SARA. As well as the physical impact it has there is also a substantial financial impact that anti-social behaviour has on members of the community and services that are used to prevent it but also rectify the issues that It has caused. This can range from dealing with low level to having to replace damaged items. The police also heavily reply on members of the public to report that disorderly conduct in order for them to get correct statistics and establish new way in which they will be able to prevent further incident form happening. It also allows them to have that connecting with the public so they can trust that the services are going to do all they can to prevent it reoccurring. 
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