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Abstract 1

Assessing the Reliability of Decentralized Finance (DeFi) Security Protocols: A Multi-Method Evaluation.

This research examines the effectiveness of automated security audits in protecting blockchain assets. While asserting that an objective state of system security exists, the study acknowledges that no single audit can be perfectly objective due to the inherent biases in algorithmic design and researcher interpretation. To address this, the study utilizes a "critical realist" approach, triangulating large-scale quantitative data from 50 protocols with qualitative feedback from independent cybersecurity experts. The goal is to falsify current assumptions about "perfect" security and identify the most probable risk factors. Conclusions are framed as tentative and subject to revision as technological contexts evolve, emphasizing that while we can approximate the truth, our knowledge remains fallible

Abstract 2

Resolving the "Last Mile" Delivery Crisis: An Integrated Strategy for Urban Logistics.

This 2026 study addresses the immediate, practical challenge of inefficient delivery networks in high-density metropolitan areas. Rather than committing to a single philosophical framework, the researchers adopted a "results-oriented" approach to identify the most effective solution for city planners. The study utilized a mixed-methods design, combining quantitative GPS efficiency data with qualitative interviews with delivery couriers and residents. The research prioritizes the utility of the findings over theoretical consistency, focusing on which combination of autonomous drones and local micro-hubs produces the best real-world outcome. The final deliverable is an actionable toolkit for municipal authorities that balances operational speed with community satisfaction.

Abstract 3

Determining the Correlation Between Biometric Sleep Tracking and Cognitive Performance: A Quantitative Assessment.

This 2026 study investigates the impact of sleep-cycle optimization on workplace productivity through a strictly controlled empirical design. Utilizing a sample of 2,500 office workers, researchers collected standardized data via wearable sensors and objective cognitive tests. The study sought to test the hypothesis that exactly seven hours of REM-optimized sleep results in a 12% increase in mental processing speed. Variables were isolated to eliminate interference, and a meta-analysis of the data was conducted using Pearson correlation coefficients. Findings are presented as value-free, replicable facts that establish a predictable relationship between biological inputs and cognitive outputs, providing a foundation for universal corporate wellness standards.


Abstract 4

Knowledge as a social product and the active assembly of personal expertise.

This research investigates how members of decentralized digital art collectives develop technical expertise in generative AI without formal institutional instruction. Rather than viewing "creative competence" as a fixed set of skills to be transferred from teacher to student, this study views it as a fluid outcome of social negotiation and individual assembly. Using a multi-case study design, we observed three international collectives as they navigated new software updates. Findings indicate that participants do not "discover" truths about the technology; instead, they build a shared understanding of what constitutes "quality" and "innovation" through constant interaction and collaborative troubleshooting. The data reveals that each artist’s reality is filtered through their unique personal history, which they then reconcile with the collective’s shared language. The study concludes that expertise in these settings is a co-created artifact, suggesting that future vocational training should shift away from standardized curricula toward environments that facilitate the active, collective building of knowledge.

Abstract 5

Subjective meanings, social-historical context, and the researcher as a human instrument.

As remote socialisation shifts into high-fidelity 3D environments, this study seeks to uncover the nuanced ways individuals experience "presence" and "togetherness." Rather than measuring the frequency of interactions or the technical specs of the software, this research focuses on the deep, personal significances participants assign to their virtual avatars and digital shared spaces. Through an immersive six-month ethnographic study and a series of conversational, open-ended interviews, the researcher functioned as a participant-observer to grasp the unique "life-worlds" of 15 long-term users. The analysis illuminates how participants' real-world cultural backgrounds and past social histories colour their perception of virtual intimacy. The findings reveal a complex tapestry of multiple, co-existing realities, suggesting that "belonging" is not a universal metric but a deeply individual, subjective interpretation of symbolic cues. The study emphasizes that to understand digital society, one must step into the shoes of the participants to see the world through their specific, context-bound lenses.
