Sustainable Prospective on Education (SJIE6006)
During the 1980’s the Brundtland report cited, Hagglund (2006) introduced the concept of sustainable development as a global problem, alongside, the role of education introducing sustainable curricular for global survival. Sustainable development is defined as “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations”.   
Sustainable education development and Global Citizenship underpins the philosophy of social environmental, economic and political measures, which are linked with “ideological and political systems directing education policy and practice”. (Vygotsky 1986, Wertsch, xx) cited (Lauder 2006) believes that far-reaching changes in social and cultural meanings such as overpopulation, war, poverty and famine, is understood to be a lack of knowledge between countries and population, but such issues are the basis to a complex global systems. Louder argues that “without the appropriate economic social conditions issues on social justice and democracy will not be settled”, furthermore, he suggests that such “conditions are the most fundamental problem of all the sustainability of the planet” (Lauder et al, p61-62). Frobel 1995 cited (Hagglund 2006)  believed that using children’s everyday experiences at home, could be seen as a way of coming close to an individual experiences coupled with the concept of learning should start from where children are in their development. Developing a starting point as a frame of reference for education is paramount, school today are multi-cultural where children from different backgrounds learn together. The right to an education is underpinned by the Education 2030 itinerary and sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4), however, millions of children and adults are denied the opportunity to access education mainly because of social, cultural and economic factors. For-example, in 1970 the world population consisted of 3.5 billon people in 2014 population raised to 7.3 billion, with continuing growth rate of population how can education facilitate global sustainable development?  According to Alexander, 2014 “education can make a difference”. Alexander suggests that “schools are a base for stability and positive values in a in a world where everything is changing and uncertainty”. Despite considerable amount of literature being written on the role of education, and how to develop ways to prepare children all over the world to gain understanding on how they can support change. (Dicken et al 1997) believes that, challenging common goals could be a way to find answers and solutions to sustainable educations significant problems (United Nations educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation UNESCO). The question left open is can education change sustainable development and global citizenship?
South-Asia: India is a low to middle income country, and was seen as the jewel in the crown by Great Britain during the early 19th century. (World Bank 2016) South Asia were British allies during world war one and two, but resistance to British rule led to years of resistance, resulting in India’s independence in 1947, however, large scale violence took place resulting in, the subcontinent divided into two states, which became India and Pakistan. Neighbouring countries have fought three wars since independence, resulting in further division and wars within Pakistan, with violence spilling over into South Asia. (CIA world fact book no date). In Wales, the Welsh Government state that under sector 14 of the Education Act, authorities have a duty to allocate all children a place in pre-school, primary and secondary school, age 3 to 16 with the opportunity to access further education. However in South-Asia: India, (2016) school life expectancy in primary to tertiary is 12%: with males leaving education at an average age of 12 years and female age 13. According to UNICEF education is a rudimental individual’s right and the foundation for fulfilment is central for development and well-being, alongside cultural development as a whole. 
Government policies highlight the importance of education for sustainable development is the way forward yet, in South Asia there are“11’3 million children at primary level and 20.6 million children at lower secondary age level who are out-of-school”. Furthermore, children leaving primary school have not mastered basic skills in numeracy and literacy. This highlights the importance of providing children with a quality education that is meaningful to learning. However South Asia faces significant challenges to providing quality teaching due to limited finances and lack of qualified teaching staff, additionally, children who attend schools can be subjected to physical punishment and prejudice. UNICEF support Governments in developing policies to raise standards and learning practices, alongside encouraging the country to monitor the levels of educational outcomes and schools development plans. (UNICEF no date). 
South Asia’s regions “argue that globalisation forces many education institutions to follow global practices without developing their own unique systems and honouring the rich culture of their own countries”. (Wing Ng 2012) This highlights the importance of addressing cultural diversity when producing Government policies, furthermore South Asia’s education policies are a work in progress and need to be addressed further as issues on accessing education are a way to encourage learning but are also are in place to promote and change attitudes towards barriers that limit children’s potential and well-being. 
Other barriers to learning is Aids/HIV, in 2017, 2.1 million people had the disease, (country comparison to the world rated 3rd highest) with death rate of 69 thousand every year, (country comparison to the world 4th highest). HIV remains a health concern for World Health Organisation (WHO), however, the level of contracted HIV has remained the same, with condom programmes becoming effective in India and other countries through sex education in populated areas but in rural areas “People Living with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (PLHIV) are not aware of their HIV status, counselling for key population also remains low in many countries. Additionally, children have shown similar trends towards receiving Antiretroviral Therapy (ART), where only 16% of children access compared to 95% of children in Thailand. The Governments recommend that children should be tested. During 2015 more than 1.4 million received treatment compared to 600.700 in 2010 however, these facts do not provide all data. Limited data from many countries are supressed due to accessibility through children’s age and pregnant women refusal, additionally deaths have decreased by 43% from 2015 (Pendse 2016) This highlights the importance of education on HIV awareness, alongside, the execution of goals set by the health organisation and the department of Basis Education National Policy on HIV and other diseases, who strive to work with educational authorities and learners to develop greater awareness on the way HIV/AIDS is transmitted. (UNESCO 2016) 
Promoting awareness of HIV/AIDS could be attained  through the use of advice and  support programmes, for-example, SRH Sexual and Reproductive Health, who’s programmes are designed to empower “young people and improve sexual and reproductive health” alongside developing trained staff to deliver real life learning. (World Health Organisation 2010) Dr Thinley (2010) Cited (world Health Organisation) Director of Communication Diseases in South Asia states that even though much work has been achieved in the areas treating diseases two out of three pregnant women do not take advantage of the treatment being offered, resulting in children being born with mother to child transmission of HIV, this results in 37% of women living with AID/HIV, additionally, the director stresses that HIV carriers usually have a combination of contracted deceases, for example, HIV and Tuberculosis. The way forward is to link agency initiatives together, for-example, collaboration between HIV programmes and child agencies Save-the-Children. Progress has been made in areas of safer blood transfusions, consistent use of condoms and screening for expectant mothers. Despite numerous efforts by organisation and local Governments in South Asia HIV infected people in marginalised categories are on the rise. These rises stem from sex worker (women and men) and drug users who share needled. (World Health Organisation 2010)    
The effects of HIV can negatively impact on children educational attendance, and families cannot enrol children into school due to financial restraints, also, children may be restricted from attending because they are responsible for parents who are ill, plus, a child could be financially responsible for family and siblings. Girls are usually considered an asset in the area of caring for siblings. Bandura’s (1961) cited, (McLeod, simply Psychology 2014) looks at how children can respond when exposed to certain situations. Bandura identified that children learn from mirroring adult behaviour’s which is predominantly through family members. This shows that children can respond either negatively or positively through environmental influences and/or family infrastructure. When negative influences from families, peers and communities are inflicted in stereotypical ways such as gender, race and religion, the consequences could impose views that may influence leaning development and motivational outcomes. (UN Chronicle 2011) According to the United Nations “7% of approximately two million households are headed by children”. This can have a domino result within educational attainment, and people’s lives. People who are infected with HIV/AIDS are more vulnerable and are thrust into poverty, for-example, mortality rate and parental loss which reduced the number of children enrolling into schools, which impacts on the provisions, costs and quality of teaching, and in-turn, has enormous bearing on standards of education and learning. (Guo & Sherr 2012) Maslow (1954) theory state that, before learning can take place “children need to attain security” “followed by a need to belong” Maslow (1908-70) cited (Pim 2010) believes that hierarchy of needs levels should happen in a defined order so that people can participate fully within society. Furthermore, the United Nations state that “a number of studies have measured some of these negative outcomes, which suggest that there are significant inter-generational consequences of household coping strategies. While AIDS/HIV has a negative impact on education”. The intergradation of HIV/AIDS education into life-long learning initiatives could introduce effective ways of changing attitudes towards attendance and learning, especially when engaging children from an early age. This could be achieved by developing community based units and sustainable learning. Which could reduce the impact of poverty and diseases. However, Banerjee & Duflo (2012) believe, that even when policies have noble objectives they are often not applied correctly through Government shortfalls. 
In South Asia poverty effects people’s standards of housing, health, income and intake of sufficient calories to sustain a healthy body. People living in poverty have very little food or go for days without sustenance, the results can leave individual week and barely managing to live let alone hold down a job or feed a family. (Abhijit & Duflo 2012) There are 35.7% of children under the age of 5 who are under weight, (country association to the world position 3rd), Children who live with long term poor nutrition combined with no access to sanitation have been connected with poor mental development, low school attainment and economy by loss of productivity due to physical circumstances. In rural areas of South Asia there are no sanitation facilities compared to 71.5% more improved urbanised areas who have 62.6% access. Without proper sanitation children and adults are open to major infectious diseases, for example, water contracted illnesses, hepatitis A and E, typhoid and diarrhoea or exposure to rabies from animal. Undernutrition deaths exceeds 2.2 million children worldwide, also, in developed countries obesity has increased with 5 Million children being overweight in 2018. (Unicef/Who/World Bank 2019) cited (UNICEF DATA) Martins et al (2011) argues that physiological stress is a powerful condition and such conditions can be life threatening, due to the disturbances in the provision of food and quantity or adequate quantity which can lead to stress on the body through being overweight or it can lead to a weakening of the body through malnutrition. Martins et al (2011) states that the “fight-or-flight reaction to stress, various events in daily life, such as nutritional stress, quality and quantity can induce physiologic stress, and over time, this can lead to weakening of the body and even death” 
This shows that when children who are underweight or obese, the effects can cause stress to the body, for example, coronary diseases, type two diabetes growth reduction and much more. Finding ways to support undernourished/obesity in children can help to provide the foundation for children’s well-being and futures. The Ajinomoto group along with UNICEF, WHO and World Bank organisations launched initiatives to address malnutrition, the aims of the project is to provide nourishment at significant stages in children’s lives, for- instance supplements to add to foods, (koko foods which is like porridge does not meet the WHOs dietary recommendations) adding supplement to daily diet can provide higher levels of nutrition and help the immune system. The supplement has shown to be successful, with the model being extended to other countries. (The Ajinomoto Project No date) However, numerus children and adult still go hungry. This highlights the importance of intervention policies, like, save the children initiatives and food banks who could help with distribution of foods and vitamins.    
South Asia: India is increasingly expanding integration into global financial system, however, certain “challenges remain critical, including: India’s discrimination against women and girls (CIA world fact book 2016) in many cultures adults look upon their sons as a way to protect their future, this could be because, many developing countries expect women to get married and be looked after by the husband, plus, families are expected to pay a dowry when their daughters get married. The disparity between educational rights between girls and boys has widen in underdeveloped countries. Article 5: states that, “family have the responsibility to help you learn” How can sustainable educational development change the disparity that exists between boys and girls. Looking at factors such-as economics, social issues of family and how these factors can effect day–to-day life. For-example, Bronfenbrenner cited (Rosa et al 2013 Journal of Family Theory) saw that people were influenced and predisposed by the ecological environment, with the family playing a crucial role, furthermore, when children’s development accrue the characteristics of individuals forms from their family, this happens through interaction among family members as part of proximal development. Parental preference in South Asia is towards son’s resulting in girls struggling to live, if they manage to live through health issues and obtain a primary education it is most unlikely girls would avoid child marriage which is at 52% rate with the region being the second highest in maternal deaths worldwide. (Unicef 2015) This is due to large areas of poverty with disparities among class and income, alongside, fundamental inadequacies and regulated rights for women. The social culture gives precedence to a son receiving higher access to education while girls are left to care for other siblings. UNICEF state that inequitable practises are deep-rooted into social norms. However, UNICEF and other organisation are working with Governments and committees to identify barriers that develop stronger gender strategies with a rights based approach to help deliver effective data, also, motivating and accelerating learning initiatives and programmes that develop improved health for women, and access to rural water and sanitation. This concurs with the human rights acts (2000) which aim to deliver the fundamental importance of human rights to counties around the world, rights that promote, well-being of all peoples and cultures. For-instance, article 2: a right to live, article 3: a right for freedom from inhuman or degrading treatment.  
The ideology of the UN Summit’s 17 goals on sustainable development aim to reduce poverty and hunger, promote education and reduce child and maternal deaths, combat diseases and ensure environmental stability. However, these goals are not an option that some states could address alone, factors of continuing threat slow crucial global economics and social challenges. (Guardian 2017) for-example, South Asia: is crackdowns on rights of freedom and communication which are destabilised throughout the nation with enforced disappearances of individuals and civil organisation being shut down. One area targeted by the Modi Government was Amnesty international India, where writers and activists were exposed to abuse, harassment and raids in which bank accounts were frozen weeks after Modi “celebrated India’s election to the Universal Declaration Human Rights Council”. There are however some grounds for optimism Asia’s forum on women’s law and development are calling for change and condemns the attacks on human right defenders. They state that the people who are targeted work with minority groups and the most vulnerable in society. Under the Muslim Government hate crimes on minorities have increased, along with the growing support for the person responsible for such acts being supported by ministers within local Governments who openly support hate crimes. (Asia Pacific Forum on Women, law and Development 2018) (APWLD) The International Covenant on Civil Rights (ICCPR) Calls for Governments to stop the harassment on minority groups and the misuse of the legal system, and asks for an impartial investigation on violent crimes amongst minority groups and people of marginalised groups. This highlights the importance of statutory reform in-order to promote human rights. Government who set guidelines where human right are at the core of all policies and practices, that strengthen and promote the fundamental bases of human rights, alongside sustainable considerations for cultural beliefs and ethnicity. Sterling believes (2004) that the central element in developing a sustainable and balanced world is learning. This includes the change of mind on which modification towards sustainability depends: the adjustment of thinking that stands between a sustainable or disordered future. Schumacher (1973) cited (Sterling 2004) “suggested that education was our greatest resource but also warned that unless it clarified our central convictions it would ultimately be a destructive force” The EFA Global Report 2014 cited (McCowan et al 2015) states that the number of children globally out of school has declined, however, the inequality and social division generates inequalities, while some social groups benefited, others in rural areas have not. Unterhalter et al (2015) South Asia’s studies on education has little information in the authoritative books, however, the policies connected to health, planning and environmental issues have wide-range action. (Desai and Potter 2013) cited (McCowan) According to Nelson Mandela cited (HASTAC Scholars 2013) “education is the most powerful weapon, which you can use to change the world”  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the final analysis, Universal Sustainable Development Goals could be the central point for Governments to work towards in connection to changing people live and economical productivity. Yet millions of people do not have enough food and have no access to sanitation facilities, which result in millions death, however, concerns for financing failed to meet the aspiration of the 17 goals set by the UN summit (2015) on Sustainable Development. Lauder 2006 believes that if changes in social and cultural system are to take place knowledge and appreciation between countries need to be established as such issues are the basis to a complex global systems. Louder argues that “without the appropriate economic social conditions issues on social justice and democracy will not be settled”, furthermore, he suggests that such “conditions are the most fundamental problem of all, the sustainability of the planet”. Louder highlights the importance of solving fundamental problems before countries can move forward, however, there is no degree of weight to measure a countries global understanding associated to other countries. Developing an inclusive and cooperative ethical organisation could be a crucial starting point for progress. Guidelines set by Government with initiative for sustainable educational development could help promote effective learning. Estyn (2017) places emphasis on the development of global sustainable education in schools. However, barriers that impact on global sustainability need to be meaningful to children and which involves real experiences, otherwise, learning could be ineffective particularly when learning about poverty, war and how these issues can impact on families and their lives. There are signs of change in South Asia, however, for significant change to take place organisations and Governments should be multi-driven through shared philosophy and goals. Change takes time but when countries work towards a common goal the outcome to individual lives can make a difference. To conclude, in the words of Nelson Mandela education is a powerful tool which can change the world. 







