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NB You will be required to demonstrate a wide range of reading and research for EACH of your assignments.

1. A research project design 25%



deadline TBA

2. Annotated bibliography 25%




deadline TBA
3. Analysis of primary source material 25%


deadline TBA
4. A conference poster presentation 25%


deadline TBA
1. Research Project design.
You will be required to fill in and complete the Minor Research Grant application form available from the Society of Antiquaries. The form can be downloaded from http://www.sal.org.uk/grants/
Be sure to read the accompanying notes regarding amounts available and word limits. You should approach this as though it is a ‘real’ application and make sure you follow instructions exactly to the letter: incorrect applications are always binned! It is the aim of this assessment to make you think carefully about the project design you have developed, its viability and how you might convince others of its worth. How is your research unique? What contribution will it make to the discipline? Does it represent value for money?
You will be expected to demonstrate a high scholarly standard of presentation supported where appropriate by correctly formatted citations and references. You will demonstrate the ability to design and determine an appropriate research design that sits within a broader debate nationally and internationally within your field. This will need an understanding of current developments in the area of study and the ability to determine appropriate methodologies and approaches. The planning and initiation of the project will be clear and reflected in appropriate costings and timings. You will be assessed on presentation and content but also the clarity of your aims and objectives, the critical analysis of your material and the design of your research project. You will show an ability to address current theoretical perspectives and perhaps make contributions to those areas. You need to demonstrate the kind of contribution that your project will be making.
2. Annotated Bibliography..
Please give a research project title and identify an academic journal that would be suitable for its eventual publication. You should follow the journal referencing guidelines for production of your bibliography (these are usually published on the journal’s webpage as “information for authors”).

For each bibliographic entry please include a short text justifying your inclusion of this piece of work. You bibliography should include a range of literature types: books, articles from journals and edited volumes, electronic sources etc.
You will be assessed on the appropriateness of the works cited and the determination of their usefulness for a specific research project, the correct formatting style applied consistently and presentation generally is also important. 
3. Analysis of primary source material. (Participation in group discussion) Documentary, physical or visual source material offers a wealth of information to the scholar. Identifying the key resources is key to any successful research. You may choose a manuscript, diary, map, painting, film, database, aerial photograph (or other) for this assessment and this may take place at the National Library of Wales archives. Describe critique and contextualise the piece that you have chosen. How does it contribute to your research project? How would it fit into a range of other resources? The determination of useful research material is a key research skill and you need to demonstrate this through participation with others in a group discussion. 
You will be asked to select and analyse a piece of primary source material and determine its research potential. You will then be asked to present this material in a group session and discuss and analyse it further with your peers. You will be assessed on the clarity of your presentation and the research concepts that you draw upon. You will critically analyse the material within the context of the wider discipline and determine approaches for further study in this area.
4. Poster presentations can take the place of, or complement a paper presentation at many of the major conferences. They are a useful way of conveying research information quickly and in a visually interesting way. They usually present the results of a research project or experiment, but in this instance the poster will be used by you to introduce and showcase your research project. You should strive to present your project in an interesting and easily-digestible way. Try to highlight what makes this project unique, and why it is important. 
You will design your poster using a single Powerpoint slide that should be A1 in size (594x841mm) and portrait (upright) orientation (use the page setup function to change these settings). The poster should display the TSD logo as a way of identifying your affiliation.
There are a number of useful hints and tips (and even templates) on the internet but a few short points are:

· Keep text to an absolute minimum

· Keep text large enough so that it can be read at a distance of 1metre
· Graphics should be simple and uncluttered – and high enough resolution so don’t become pixellated when enlarged.

· Make one point – don’t introduce lots of different ideas

· Make sure you acknowledge fully.

· Give your contact details

· Allow plenty of time to make your poster over a number of times – you will need to get friends to make comments (hopefully positive ones)

There are some example posters on Moodle for you to look at but do look at others on the internet to get some ideas.
You will be assessed on presentation and content but also the clarity of your aims and objectives, the critical analysis of your material and the design of your research project. You will show an ability to address current theoretical perspectives and perhaps make contributions to those areas. You need to demonstrate the kind of contribution that your project will be making.
