What are the key social elements that impact on a learner's ability to access education? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this essay I will be discussing the key social elements that impact on a learner’s ability to access education throughout the UK. Also, how the Equality Act 2010 has also helped to ensure that a vast majority of individuals do receive and access the best education which they are entitled to. This can be very challenging for some individuals and this can be down to a number of different reasons which I will explore throughout this essay.  There are a number of key factors which can cause a child to not have the greatest access to education and this could be down to their culture, ethical background, society and many more.  

In my opinion something which I think has had a significant effect on a child having access to education is inequality. Over recent years this has become a huge issue and this is because children have been bullied due to their religion and also race and this can mean that the child does not want to go to school, which would result in them lacking in skills which would help them in later life. Also, by a child missing school this can have an impact on their learning as they would start to fall behind with their work and they may get to a point where they are unable to catch up and this cannot only cause strain on the child but also their parents and teachers as they become worried as they only want what is best for the child. Also, a child from a particular religion may only be able to eat certain foods and this can become embarrassing for the child as they do not want to seem ’different’ but this is not always the case. There may also not be the appropriate facilities within a school for the child to carry out their prayers and this can cause the child to also feel out of place and it can make the parents not want them to attend particular schools due to this issue. These can all have factors which can affect a child’s learning in some shape or form. Language barriers could also become an issue as some children may find it hard to communicate with class members and also this can have an effect at home as they child will just go back to their first language and will not receive help from their parents as they will not be fluent at the language which is taught at the child’s school and this is where we see children struggling. But, this can be prevented with the help of a number of resources such as a language class for the child’s parents and also extra support for the child whether this could be a one to one or extra classes to enable the child to succeed to the best that they can be.  Labelling can also be a factor which could affect a child from accessing the best education and this could be because of their appearance which should not matter but this can cause yet again a child to no want to come to school and this can reflect on their academic studies. 

According to Bourdieu and Passeron (1977) they had suggested that ‘one way of passing on education comes from family origin’ (Bartlett and Burton, 2016). This suggests that individuals who do not come from a stronger family background are more likely to struggle academically and this can cause them to have problems within school at a later date. Also ,if a child’s parents are not academic it can cause the child to have issues with completing homework at home and this is because they’re parents may be unable to guide them.  Lastly, gender can have a significant impact on a child’s access to education and the reason for this, is that according to a source which I have read it states that ‘ When girls enter schools, they are underestimated’ (Cimpian, 2018). This is seen as gender inequality and this is because an individual is being discriminated due to their gender. Every child has the ability to access education regardless of their gender put some individuals are quick enough to judge when they shouldn’t.  Also, according to Brooking Education, they stated that ‘No average gender gap in Maths test scores’ (Cimpian, 2018),which indicates that regardless of your gender it does not affect your academic skills.

Poverty is also a growing issue within not just the world but also the UK and in Wales we have seen a significant rise. What we do know is that children from poorer backgrounds are most likely going to underachieve and this could be due to them not having the right facilities at home which does not only cause stress for the child but also the parents as they feel like it is their fault.  Another factor within poverty which has an impact on a child’s access to education is that children who come from poorer countries are most likely going to have parents who are not well educated so they do not have the support away from school which can cause them to loose they skills as they are not being maintained. Also, in poorer countries the access to education is not as enhances as MEDC’s as they do not have the right funding, and this means that the facilities are very limited, and this can also affect a child’s attainment. According to the Guardian,  they state that ‘ children coming into school tired and a lack of sleep has an impact on their education’ (Weale, 2019)
this could be because they are not having the right routine at home which could lead to them staying up to late or even not having the best environment to sleep. All these factors do add up and overtime it can cause the child to start ‘shutting down’.  Within today’s society schools can only do so much before they just become helpless. This is because they do not get given the best of funding to be able to cater for all the children who need support. They try to accommodate everyone’s needs but this never works, they mostly try and help the children who are struggling the most but sometimes their help just is not enough and this could be due to the environment which they live in outside of school of it could be due to past experiences. What schools can provide is daily essentials such as food and water to ensure that the child is having a balances diet they can also ensure that the child feel comfortable and relaxed within the school environment, because maybe at home they do not have the best of life due to their family income being low. Also, if a child is not kitted out with good clothing this can result in them becoming ill this could be down to them not having warm clothes because they have outgrown them and this is because they’re parents simply cannot afford to buy them the essentials which they need. But according to Neu.org.uk they state that ‘parents are in crisis and not managing their children’s emotional and physical needs’ (NEU, n.d.) 
and as stated above this could be due to the parents not having jobs which would mean they do not have money to support their child’s needs and this can cause many strains on a child’s day to day life.  

Another factor which can cause a child to not achieve the best to their ability is culture and this can be down to a number of reasons which include a child who has come from another country may find that leaning a new language very difficult and also frustrating because they may feel that academically they’ll start to fall behind due to the language barrier. Culture is seen as a critical component of any learning environment which means that it is very important the the child is comfortable and also aware of their new surroundings as this will relieve the pressure which they may be feeling. We all know that a new environment can be daunting for a child, but we have to support them and get past that first initial thought so that they can exceed to the best of their ability but sometimes it does not always happen in that way.  Also, if a child has come from a household where there a strict rule in place this may make them not want to engage in the classroom, they feel like it is the wrong thing to do.  According to ESchool news ‘ as they select their curriculum and develop their lessons most teachers are not accounting how culture will impact a child’s ability’ (Pusey, 2018),but personally I think that as time has gone on teachers have less support as the classrooms have expanded which has made the number of pupils and the demand increase which some teachers may find it hard to accommodate that one just who is having cultural difficulties. On the other hand it is very important that teachers remember that they have a duty of care and they should ensure that the child is comfortable within the school environment because when this is in place their attainment will increase and this is where we see children hitting their full potential.

Lastly a factor which I personally have an impact on a child’s ability within education is discrimination. This is where not only a pupil but also a staff member could be treated unequally or less favourably, and this can have an impact on their ability. Throughout my time at school so looking back at past experience I never really remembered much discrimination going on, but over recent years it has become an issue. There are four types of discrimination which we see in school and these are direct, indirect, harassment and also victimisation. All these discriminations are seen in many schools across the world. An individual may think it is something small but in the long run it can really affect a pupil and cause them to underachieve academically. Finally, by a child being discriminated it can cause a child to find it hard to learn because they feel unsafe within a school environment. 

To conclude, I have spoken about a number of factors which could have an impact on a child’s ability to learn. The factor which I think has the most impact is poverty, and this is because we see more and more individuals becoming homeless every day and then this results in these individuals falling pregnant. This means that the demand for teachers and schools is becoming higher and governments simply cannot cope with the demand which results in children suffering because they’re parents do not have the best, most efficient support which they need which would ensure the child has not only the best life and school but also the best lie at home. A good balance in life for any person is defiantly beneficial but for a child it is most impost and this does not always go to plan. Also, discrimination is becoming more of an issue and this is because in today’s society lots of people are moving to different countries which means new cultures are coming in to countries and some indivduals do not agree with this and they start to discriminate these individuals and single them out in a crowd.
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