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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

My primary work focuses on adults, so this essay will explore legislation relevant to children. Social Care Wales (2024) defines a child as anyone under 18 years old. The Human Rights Act (1998) protects the rights of individuals in the UK, including children, ensuring their safety (NSPCC, 2022). Article 3 of this Act protects everyone from torture or inhumane treatment, ensuring the right to live safely and with dignity. Wales is unique in the UK for officially adopting the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in 2004, which outlines the rights of children and young people worldwide (Children's Commissioner for Wales, 2019). This aligns with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 is based on the values of the UNCRC, which offers a key framework for policy evaluation and review (Welsh Government, 2023).

In Wales, Section 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) clearly states what local authorities must do to assess risks, harm, abuse, and neglect. The Act emphasizes the need to take action to protect children and vulnerable adults. Safeguarding is a shared responsibility, requiring all professionals to take steps to ensure children’s safety (Social Care Wales, 2023). Part 7 of the guidelines document “Strengthening Safeguarding” explains the roles of various organisations in collaborating to improve child safety.
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) (WSP19) replace the All Wales Child Protection Procedure 2008 and set important principles for safeguarding both children and adults in Wales. The National Independent Safeguarding Board was established under section 132 of the SSWBA. This board has six members (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014) supporting the Welsh Government to safeguard children at risk of abuse, neglect, or harm. A child at risk of harm exhibits behavioural changes such as withdrawal, aggression, or alterations in personality, particularly when their fundamental needs remain unmet. It is essential to acknowledge that every child possesses the inherent right to protection from harm (NSPCC, 2025).
Part 7 of the SSWBA14 requires Local Authority (LA) partners to report any concerns about a child at risk (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014).   The Children’s Act 1989 (CA89) applies to both England and Wales, and informs all child protection enquiries. All child protection investigations are carried out under section 47 of CA89 (Legislation.gov.uk). 


According to the WSP19, if initial investigations indicate that a “child is at risk of significant harm”, as defined by the CA89, the LA are required to hold strategy discussion to determine initiating Section 47 inquiries and decide on the next steps. Professionals, including LA, health services, and police, must attend strategy meetings to determine if immediate protection is needed.  Then the LA can request an Emergency Protection Order under Section 44 of the CA89, which lasts up to 72 hours. Alternatively, the decision may be to take no further action, or the child requires a care needs assessment under Section 21 of the SSWBA (Welsh Government, 2019) and or arrange a child protection conference if there are still safety concerns (WSP19). In the UK, children under 16 are supported to make informed decisions without the need for parental consent in specific circumstances, thereby balancing respect for independence and decision-making (Gillick, 1986). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


In Wales, the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) sets out principles and how to protect adults and children. This law led to the creation of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures in 2019 (WSP19), which explain the roles and responsibilities of those involved in safeguarding both children and adults. In England, the Care Act 2014 focuses on adult safeguarding, while the Children Act 1989 (CA89) is key legislation for all child protection investigations under section 47 of the CA89.  These child protection procedures under section 47 of CA89 are also applicable in Wales (Social Care Wales, 2024).
The World Health Organization (2020) reports that about one in four adults has experienced some form of childhood abuse. Child safeguarding measures are designed to protect children from neglect, abuse, and exploitation while promoting their well-being and safety. Adult safeguarding aims to prevent harm and abuse for those adults who may not be able to protect themselves (Hourglass, 2021). The "Working Together to Safeguard Children" framework encourages cooperation among different agencies (Department for Education, 2018), while Safeguarding Boards, for example, ensure agencies have a clear and effective safeguarding strategy, monitoring and evaluating safeguarding efforts. 
Adults have the right to make their own life decisions, so interventions usually require their consent unless they are deemed unable to make those decisions (WSP19). This principle aligns with the SSWBA, which values adults' independence. The Mental Capacity Act 2015 (MCA) does not apply to children under 16. Instead, Gillick's competency enables children to demonstrate they can make informed choices when they understand the risks and consequences. Professionals should look into any past child protection issues and factors that might make a child more vulnerable to abuse (Munroe, 2019). The MCA assumes that adults can make their own choices, including if those choices seem unwise, unless there is clear evidence suggesting otherwise. If an adult refuses to give consent, the investigation may stop unless there is proof of criminal activity (Rees et al., 2021). However, consent is not needed to act in cases of child abuse or neglect, as ensuring safety is the main priority (Children Act 1989). Local authorities can seek Adult Protection Support Orders from the court if they believe an adult is at risk of harm or neglect and cannot protect themselves. This may include assessment or removal orders (WSP19). Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards may be utilised for adults when it seems that the person is unable to make decisions regarding their care provisions and does not possess the capacity to comprehend their rights (SCIE, 2022).
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