



Child abuse is a modern and worldwide contemporary issue that is having an impact on numerous public service sectors. It is the maltreatment of any individual under the age of 18 years old which includes all forms of physical and emotional abuse, sexual abuse, negligence and exploitation. According to the World Health Organisation (2020), it is believed that approximately one billion children worldwide between the ages of two and seventeen have been subject to some form of physical, sexual or even emotional abuse and the Office for National Statistics (2020) stated by March 2019, 49,570 children in England were affected by child abuse or neglect and a further 4810 children in Wales. Despite various data statistics showing the improvement on protecting children, many cases of child abuse are still yet to be solved. According to the national association for people abused in childhood (NAPAC), one in seven adults who called their helpline had stated that they had never told anyone about their previous abuse. Statistics provided from the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (2020), stated that in the last five years there was roughly sixty-two children’s deaths a year in the UK caused by assault or from unexplained injuries. These deaths are more often than not, done by the child’s parent or stepparent or someone known to the family. When a child is neglected, it can have a serious impact on their mental and physical health and can cause developmental issues for children. For example, if a child is left alone for prolonged periods of time or has very limited interaction from their parents it can have a negative impact on their cognitive development. Language and speech may be delayed resulting some children not being able to use language to interact with others or some may not even speak at all. Children who are suffering from neglect may have poor hygiene, not being in clean clothes or getting washed. They may have health issues such as being ill often or weight loss and tiredness. The child may be living in unfit housing such as lack of food in the home, no heating etc. Neglect on a child will also have a huge impact on their behaviour, they may become aggressive and withdrawn, suffer from anxiety and depression, missing school or using drugs or alcohol. This sort of chaotic lifestyle could potentially lead to a life of crime and rebellious behaviour. These are just some of the factors that arise from child abuse and neglect. 
Child abuse in the UK is not new, it is widely recognised and acknowledged that child maltreatment is a significant worry for social and public health. Child abuse has been a historical issue since as far back as the 1960’s which in time, has grown into now a much broader and complex area. The prevention of child maltreatment was first recognised by paediatrician Henry Kempe in his article ‘’battered child syndrome’ which explained the unlawful punishing of a child or the negligence of a child’s basic needs (Kempe, Silverman, Steele, Drogemueller, and Silver, 1962). It has since then become a broad topic known and discussed to many adults whether that may be guardian’s, family members, carers, workers and those in authority. Due to the realisation of the scope and the influence child maltreatment can have it has been made a public health and protection of children concern. Numerous proceedings had taken place to promote the wellbeing of children one of these being the amendment to the adoption and children act which allowed the definition of harm to have a broader range that included any deficiency experienced from hearing or seeing any harm done to another (Department of Health, 1999). Another step that was taken to promote the wellbeing of children was the requirement of the police who were attending any domestic abuse incidents, to inform social services of any children that were present or living at that household the Incident took place (Department of health, 1999; HM Government, 2006, 2010). These amendments taking place focused on the improvement of communication between multi-agencies but has also led to the result of social services being inundated with reports of domestic abuse incidents. The research that is conducted into child maltreatment is vital for the safeguarding and protection of children. Safeguarding children across services is a research programme that was put together and funded by the department for education and the department for health, following the horrific deaths of Victoria Climbie in 2002 and Peter Connelly in 2007. The aim of this programme is to allow better protection for children and to allow for the enhanced development of policies and practises. It also gives those in the public service sector the relevant information and evidence that is required to promote the welfare of children. Looking at both cases, numerous mistakes were made such as the negligence to recognise and respond to early warning signs, lack of communication between services and poor training. If these issues were correctly dealt with it could have potentially allowed for a different outcome. These are just two of the many high-profile cases that have been seen as being preventable over the last few decades. Looking further into the role of social workers, the first high profile case that had the opportunity to be prevented was the case of Maria Colwell in 1973. The social service profession was moderately new at this point, but the death of this child had huge media coverage. Since then, the social work profession has been targeted with hostile media coverage whenever a new case of child abuse becomes apparent.  Since the case of Peter Connelly also known as ‘Baby P’, the magnitude of hostility towards social workers reached ‘entirely new levels of rationality’ (Butler and Drakeford, 2011). The media coverage on this case was experienced for a much longer length of time than in previous cases, along with its evident effects this had on the social service profession. This resulted in a critical demand throughout the child protection system and saw a crucial rise in referrals. Not only was the demand through the system affected but also the maintaining of current staff and any on-going recruitment for social workers due to such low confidence throughout the system (Parton and Berridge, 2011). Since then, the College of social work has produced a media centre which published a media guide for social workers (College of Social Work, 2011) and appointed research into the ethics of media (College of Social Work, 2012). There has also been a continuous effort to produce information as to why the media ambush social work and how composing more positive stories around social workers, could change the negative coverage that comes from the media. 
The awareness of child abuse has put a huge strain on the public service. This has impacted police officers, social workers, teachers, youth workers and anyone that is directly in contact with children. Seeing a child being abused can have a significant impact individually which can then lead to a high number of staff turnovers. Those who work in public services have a huge responsibility in determining whether abuse has taken place and require extensive knowledge and accurate information. This could be the difference between a family being torn apart on inaccurate information or potentially saving a child’s life. The Institute of Medicine and National Research Council (2014) stated that not only is it important to put a stop to child maltreatment, but it is also vital to prevent the repercussions that come with child maltreatment such as mental health issues and the cost of health care.  As time has gone on new types of child abuse have risen, for example online abuse. With the growth of technology and its intelligence, it has also made it easily available to be abused online. Abusers will take advantage of the benefits of the internet by using it to groom children, share inappropriate images, sharing information and tips on being anonymous. According to the Internet Watch Foundation (2015), there were over 68,000 URL’s that were promoting sexual abuse in children, that being either having direct access to images or publicising the abuse. This has increased by 118 per cent since 2014. More than 82 percent of young people have experienced or witnessed abusive behaviour online. There are various other forms of child abuse that has developed over the years. Such forms as bullying and cyberbullying, child sexual exploitation, grooming, child trafficking and even criminal exploitation within children. Continuing from the numerous forms of child abuse, when looking at sexual abuse in children it has been found that these children have a much higher chance of depression and have shown to be more isolated. Children suffering from this type of abuse have a higher suicide attempt rate and suicidal thoughts. In a study created around sexually abused children, it was found that around 37% had indicated they had thought about suicide but would not go ahead with it and 5% stated that they did in fact want to commit suicide (Wozencraft, Wagner and Pellegrin, 1991). This form of depression within children may be the start of an on-going spiral of numerous other mental health issues that will be experienced later in their adult life. There have been scientists who have evolved numerous theories into the bond between the maltreatment of children and crime committed. The most assertive being social learning theory (Akers, 1985; Bandura, 2973) which states that children will learn patterns of bad behaviour and violence by copying the behaviour that they have been exposed to, social control theory (Hirschi. 1969) which concludes that people that are likely to be involved in crime and criminal behaviour but is controlled by their social environment and social-psychological strain (Agnew, 1992, 2005) which its main point of concern is the maltreatment of children being the main reason for critical stress. When looking at previous studies that have been done to see the comparison between child maltreatment and crime, it shows that the chances of an arrest being made is much higher for children who had been previously neglected compared to children to have a steady and loving home. For example, Widom’s (1989) previous research showed that children who had been neglected were on par with children who had been physically abused and were heading for violent behaviour or committing some form of crime. Previous psychiatric and paediatric studies shown that a sizeable number of parents who abuse their children had in fact experienced previous child abuse from their childhood. When a child is exposed to child abuse it can have detrimental lifelong effects such as physical, intellectual, behavioural repercussions. But the impact doesn’t just end with the detrimental effects on the child, society will also pay for the effects of child maltreatment of example, costs such as hospitalisation, foster care payments, the long-term care and the costs of criminal justice organisations. These children may also be dealing with other hostile events for example they may be living in poverty, being brought up around parents who suffer with substance misuse and domestic violence within the family. The impact that child abuse would have to an individual would put a huge strain on their ability to function as an adult. Continuous punishment and the lack of love as a child often lead to an on-going spiral through generations of families known as the ‘cycle of abuse’. These individuals are unable to separate themselves from the behaviour that they may see as normality having been exposed to this behaviour for majority of their lives. These parents believe that they are accurately implementing their right as a parent to punish their children.
To conclude, it is evident that there are numerous steps that are in place to protect children against any form of child abuse, such as open discussions, criminal background checks, training to identify child abuse and information provided to ensure the safety of the child. There is also the availability of community resources that include but not limited to family counselling, day care centres, food banks, charities, making awareness of child abuse within schools which provide children with information on how to recognise exposed conduct, improper physical behaviour, how to deal with peer pressure and also community centres and resources into living conditions. However, even with these steps in place it is evident that child abuse is still a huge ongoing issue that is having detrimental effects. Neglect deprives children of their youth, and many families will go under the radar of professional help until it becomes too late. Child maltreatment may not always be deliberate, there may be numerous factors that play a big role. For example, parents may be suffering with mental health issues, domestic abuse within the family, there may be financial issues and even housing worries. It is essential that research, communication and knowledge is shared between the public service sector to ensure that the safety of children is the main priority. By working together not only will families and children be safe, but the social environment will also benefit. There will be more attendance in schools, potentially less crime and less workloads for the social services sector. Preventing child abuse within families will not only help the families themselves, but will also have a huge impact on giving the children the best chance for a normal childhood. Being in a loving family will allow for a much greater chance of child abuse not happening in the next generation which will essentially stop the ‘cycle of abuse’. 
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