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Research Question
Police perceptions of rape victims – the impact upon professional investigative practice

Literature Review 
Rape remains one of the most under-reported offences within the UK, with Clarke & Paveley (2021) reporting that as many as one in twenty women will say they have been raped since turning sixteen, yet this does not reflect the numbers of offences reported.
The reluctance to report rape covers a variety of areas, including the shame, self-blame, and humiliation. However, as Weiss (2010) reports, this reluctance is regularly attributed to the negativity held by Police when dealing with reports of rape and dealing with rape victims.
Often, the perception held by victims of rape, or their advocates, is that Police officers will cause suffering to a victim through the in-depth interviews and the requirement to revisit trauma. This is perceived to be a power wielded by the police, together with the perceived negativity reflected with how they deal with victims and their subsequent decision making (Maier, 2008).   
Previous research has reported low levels of victim satisfaction when discussing the response provided by police to victims of rape and additionally, reported poor treatment by Police (Sleath & Bull, 2017). 
This is a subject widely reported on, more recently following the murder of Sarah Everard by serving Metropolitan Police Officer, Wayne Couzens in 2020.  Sarah was tricked with a fake arrest by Couzens, who although off duty, posed as an on-duty officer and lead her into his vehicle, where he drove her away, raped and murdered her (Manning, 2021).   This sparked a national outcry and the Police, particularly the Metropolitan police came under increased scrutiny, and it was reported that practically half of women held a smaller amount of belief in the police following the murder of Sarah Everard (Geoghegan, 2021).
Coverage of the investigation exposed the level of standards of not only the suspect in this matter, but also the standards of colleagues, where a subsequent gross misconduct enquiry commenced, following review of Couzens’ phone as part of the original enquiry. 
From these findings, the government directed a review of the Metropolitan Police which was completed by Baroness Casey, with her final report published in March 2023. This report was damning and identified the Met as failing women and children, recognised institutionalised racism, sexism and homophobia within the organisation (Casey, 2023). 
Alongside this review, however, the Home Office and the National Police Chiefs Council commissioned Operation Soteria Bluestone, a National funded research and change programme. It has been identified that Police are getting it wrong when it comes to rape investigations, however the aim of this project is to identify learning, collaborating with academics and developing a national operating model, with a victim centred, context led and suspect focus. This has been implemented in July 2023 and continues to be rolled out (NPCC, 2023).
As part of Operation Soteria, a survey led by a team at City, University of London, has been undertaken and remains active until July 2024.  However, interim findings have identified the loss of trust in Police and victims reporting damage to their mental wellbeing and attributed this to the actions of the police dealing with their cases, as well as what the police omitted to do (Topping, 2023).  However, this report also identifies there has been an improvement in victims’ experiences within the last six months, where it reported officers were shown to hold an awareness and even display empathy towards rape victims, maintaining the trauma sits only with the incident, rather than through the investigation and criminal justice process also.
It remains to be seen whether the implementation of Operation Soteria has assisted with the perceptions held by officers, however this research aims to scope the measure of such perceptions, if any, held in today’s policing and how that impacts investigations. 


Method 
Aim(s): 
This research activity will involve an initial literature review, from which the foundation of this research will be based.
The aim of this research is to identify the views and any unconscious bias held by Police officers working both the front line and within investigation departments. 
It will enable the Principal Researcher to assess the influence of those viewpoints against decisions and actions of officers when receiving a report of rape and thereafter its investigation.
To complete this research, the Principal Researcher will make use of the University Library as well as the College of Policing Library. The use of websites such as Google Scholar will be used and assist in creating specific key terms and in searching for appropriate literature.  
The Principal Researcher proposes using a survey with between 10 and 15 questions, with some closed questions, however the opportunity to provide a free narrative will be given, to enable a full understanding of the views expressed by participants.
Focus Groups will be undertaken to hold open discussions collecting all data on an anonymised basis. It is proposed that between 6 and 9 participants will be invited to form part of the group. There will be initial open set questions, between 3 and 5 and thereafter the group will focus on open discussions. 

Objective(s) 
The objectives of this research are: -
· Establish the national investigative standards and expectations of officers in rape investigations.

· Identify and explore the views that officers hold of victims of rape.

· Evaluate officers’ awareness of their views and/or unconscious bias or misconceptions in respect of rape victims and the impact they have on their investigation standards.

· Inform Dyfed-Powys Police and associated organisations, and/or national policy of findings and proposed changes to address context led and victim centred investigations.


Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or Secondary data approach?
The methodology of research will undertake a quantitative collation of data via questionnaire/survey. A qualitative approach will be the analysis of the data collated and views expressed in text statements within the questionnaire. 
This will be captured by way of a survey of those participating within the research. 

Qualitative research 
A literature review will be undertaken to demonstrate the Principal Researcher’s awareness of the topic to be researched and develop a deeper understanding of influence police officers hold upon investigative practices.
Research will be undertaken based upon Focus Group meetings, where anonymised discussions will be used to scope views of those officers attending, with the aim of identifying current practices and how perceptions impact investigations, as well as those taking the first reports.
A survey will be distributed amongst six policing organisations, 3 of which form part of the National Operation Soteria expansion programme and 3 that don’t. These aim to explore views of Police Officers who attend reports of rape and those who investigate these offences. Results from the survey will be anonymised and used in overall findings of this project. 
Qualitative research 
Published case studies will be researched and collated anonymously to evidence views of victims as to the impact, if any, the Police perceptions impacted investigations. 


Ethics
All data collated by way of survey is to be presented as anonymous data and will be used solely for research purposes. The use of surveys is for data collection only and will not request individual data nor any personal information, other than department working in. As an introduction to the survey, the Principal Researcher will include a summary of the purpose and aims of the survey, together with contact details of theResearcher if further information required. No survey will be distributed without prior quality assurance from project supervisor.
Due to the emotive subject discussed within the survey, an introductory paragraph will be present identifying the sensitive nature of the questions and participants will be reminded this is a voluntary process. Signposting for support will form part of this paragraph.
When participating in focus groups, the Principal Researcher will compose a confidentiality statement to be read out prior to any discussions commencing and request all participants acknowledge and sign a confidentiality agreement. Due to the nature of the subject to be discussed, if any participant feels they do not wish to continue with discussions, they will be free to leave at any time and this will be made clear at the commencement of all meetings.


Analysis
The data obtained from this research project will be collated and presented in a readable format to ensure a comprehension of results. 
The survey results will be presented within chart and written formula with outcomes easily identifiable with a key for any colour coding used. 
The outcome of this data is to be used to identify areas of development for police officers dealing with rape victims.

Proposed timeline: Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.
	Topic research
	Method
	Deadline

	Proposal
	Word document
	08/12/2023

	Ethics Form
	Word document
	08/12/2023

	Literature review
	
	31/01/2024

	Research methodology
	
	23/02/2024

	Compose questionnaire & seek QA
	Microsoft forms
	23/02/2024

	Send out surveys
	Email distribution
	01/03/2024

	Deadline for surveys
	Details contained within email
	31/03/2024

	Focus groups
	Focus Group on Teams
	05/04/2024

	Analysis of survey data
	
	12/04/2024

	Conclusion and recommendation
	
	21/06/2024

	Submission
	
	03/07/2024




Anticipated outcomes 
The aim of this project is to achieve an understanding of the thoughts and beliefs held by police officers regarding rape victims and how those thoughts and beliefs, together with the behaviours and actions of the victim, influence their decision-making during investigations. 
There is currently high media reporting regarding such a subject, yet these are based around individual occurrences and reports. An understanding of the beliefs held currently by officers, the gender of those officers and the level of such beliefs, will be relevant to identify if these beliefs hold an influence over investigations. If this were to be identified, this data will assist police services moving forward in addressing training and education for officers who respond to reports of rape and those investigating them. 
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