Current Affairs Summary: Censorship in U.S. Public Schools
The ongoing controversy of book censorship in U.S. public schools is attracting copious attention and heightening opposition in the forms of protest and lawsuits. A report recorded over 10,000 book bans in the year 2023-2024, triple the figure of the previous year[footnoteRef:2]. News and media outlets reporting on the issue have relayed PEN America’s findings with many advocating against book censorship. The topic’s association with suppressive regimes[footnoteRef:3], non-conformity with first amendment rights, targeting of LGBTQ+ material and harm to education and literary sectors summarise the key reasons for censorship opposition. [2: Kasy Meehan and Sabrine Baeta, ‘Memo On School Book Bans From Pen America’, Pen America, 23 September 2024. <Memo on School Book Bans from PEN America - PEN America,> [accessed 23 September 2024].]  [3:  Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF), ‘Banned Books Week Observance Worrisomely Apt This Year’, 25 September 2024. <https://ffrf.org/news/releases/banned-books-week-observance-worrisomely-apt-this-year/> [accessed 25 September 2024].] 

Opposition increased during Banned Books Week. Libraries conspicuously demonstrated resistance to censorship by hosting events promoting restricted materials and accessibility. A “Books Unbanned Initiative” implemented by the Seattle Public Library Foundation has harboured success due to verbal endorsement from dominantly young readers affected by censorship. Supporters reiterated the harm posed by limited access to invaluable content[footnoteRef:4]. The collaborative actions of public libraries, as government funded entities, challenging state laws is representative of the actuality of a conceivably well-intended notion becoming excessive and too easily malleable by ideologues exploiting state laws. [4:  Tom Fay and Brian Lawrence, ‘Books Don’t Harm Young People. Book Bans Do,’ The Seattle Times, 20 September 2024. < https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/books-dont-harm-young-people-book-bans-do/> [accessed 20 September 2024].] 

Reputable publishing firms have filed a lawsuit against the State of Florida, pertaining to State Bill 1069. They aim to combat ‘unconstitutional legislation’[footnoteRef:5], arguing that censorship challenges the right to read and freedom of expression[footnoteRef:6]. The Knight Foundation’s survey found 53% of the public agreed that restrictions threatened freedom of expression[footnoteRef:7]. The publishers stressed the importance of students accessing books portraying differing experiences to enable comprehensive education[footnoteRef:8]. First amendment experts have accused Florida State of being authoritarian[footnoteRef:9]. [5:  Penguin Random House, ‘Penguin Random House, 5 Additional Publishers, & Authors Guild File Landmark Lawsuit Against State of Florida for Unconstitutional Book-Banning Provisions With House Bill 1069’, Penguin Random House, 31 August 2024. < https://global.penguinrandomhouse.com/announcements/penguin-random-house-5-additional-publishers-authors-guild-file-landmark-lawsuit-against-state-of-florida-for-unconstitutional-book-banning-provisions-with-house-bill-1069/> [accessed 23 September 2024].]  [6:  Penguin Random House, ‘Penguin Random House,’ 2024.]  [7:  The Knight Foundation, ‘Americans’ Views On Book Restrictions In U.S. Public Schools 2024’, 21 August 2024. < https://knightfoundation.org/reports/americans-views-on-book-restrictions-in-u-s-public-schools-2024/> [accessed 27 September 2024].]  [8:  Penguin Random House, ‘Penguin Random House’, 2024.]  [9:  Douglas Soule, ‘Florida Says Governments Can Ban School Library Books Just Because They Disagree With Them’, Tallahassee Democrat, (undated). < https://eu.tallahassee.com/story/news/politics/2024/07/01/florida-school-library-books-governments-disagree-with-can-be-banned/74241844007/> [accessed 27 September 2024]. ] 

Conflicting interpretations of censorship made the subject’s progression into the legal realm inevitable[footnoteRef:10]. Incompatible views regarding content suitability across varying sectors[footnoteRef:11] is a persistent factor, with “ideologies ranging from necessary protection of children to repressive Puritanism”[footnoteRef:12]. One study found significant ideological and political trends with 89% of liberals opposed to restrictions, and 66% of conservatives supporting restriction efforts[footnoteRef:13].  [10:  Keith Duggan, ‘Stephen King Novels And Oprah Winfrey Biographies Among Books Banned in Florida As Publishers Hit Back’, The Irish Times, 31 August 2024. < https://www.irishtimes.com/world/us/2024/08/31/american-publishers-throw-the-book-at-censorship/> [accessed 26 September 2024]. ]  [11:  Anna Kaufman, Clare Mulroy, ‘It’s Banned Book Week: Most Challenged Titles And How Publishers Are Pushing Back’, USA Today, (undated) < https://eu.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/books/2024/09/24/banned-books-week-explained/75349286007/> [accessed 26 September 2024].]  [12: Keith Duggan, ‘Stephen King Novels’, 2024. ]  [13:  The Knight Foundation, ‘Americans’ Views On Book Restrictions’, 2024.] 

[bookmark: _Int_qQL0ipEM][bookmark: _Int_spbtqvTr]Those favouring censorship dispute the term ‘book-banning’ as unjustified, arguing challenged books are not age-appropriate: they are challenged for salacious content and infelicitous nature[footnoteRef:14]. The EWTN responded similarly, highlighting the sexual nature of the books appearing on the ‘Top Ten Most Challenged Books of 2023’[footnoteRef:15]. Restrictions aim to protect children from harmful content incongruous of the school curriculum[footnoteRef:16]. Shelving Alexandria agreed that listed books are often adult-targeted[footnoteRef:17].  However, Seattle Times argues that ‘harm’ is posed to children’s education by limiting availability and obtainment of literary works capable of expanding knowledge and comprehending the world[footnoteRef:18].  Declining literacy rates demand access to literature, particularly material of interest to individual readers[footnoteRef:19]. [14:  Kristen Cobo, ‘Facts Matter! It’s Not Book Banning, It’s Called Age-Appropriate Content For Minors In School!’ [X], < https://x.com/CoboKristen/status/1840225646351355904> [accessed 29 September 2024].]  [15:  Kate Quiñones, ‘Banned Books Week: A Catholic Response’, EWTN, 25 September 2024. < https://ewtn.co.uk/article-banned-books-week-a-catholic-response/> [accessed 26 September 2024].]  [16:  Kate Quiñones, ‘Banned Books Week’, 2024.]  [17:  Kathy Twitchell, ‘Thoughts on Banned Book Week, 2024’, Reshelving Alexandria, 24 September 2024. < https://www.reshelvingalexandria.com/p/thoughts-on-banned-book-week-2024> [accessed 26 September 2024]. ]  [18:  Fay and Lawrence, ‘Books Don’t Harm’, 2024.]  [19:  Ibid, 2024.] 

Harm to education is a dominant concern, supported by the concept of education being undermined as schools and teachers self-censor on additional materials, desiring to avoid conflict[footnoteRef:20]. These fears appear justified with admonishments for reading from ‘district-approved’ texts and dismissals of principles who declined the removal of a book challenged by one parent[footnoteRef:21]. The BBC addressed censorship’s impact on education, discussing how Floridian teachers’ insights are excluded from decisions and that education is suffering due to censorship[footnoteRef:22]. Charlotte-Mecklenburg staff were dissuaded from explicitly recognising Banned Books Week, supporting the idea of school self-censorship. Neglect of democracy in public schools[footnoteRef:23] is supported by data showing 60% of all book challenges across America were posed by 11 people[footnoteRef:24] confirming book removal and opposition as commodious[footnoteRef:25]. [20:  Jonna Perrillo, ‘The Chilling Effect Is Real’, Slate, 23 September 2024. https://slate.com/life/2024/09/banned-books-week-schools-censorship.html> [accessed 24 September 2024].]  [21:  Perrillo, ‘The Chilling Effect’, 2024.]  [22:  Nadine Yousif, ‘Publishers And Authors Sue Over Florida Book Ban Law’, BBC, 31 August 2024. <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c93pe9p5479o> [accessed 24 September 2024]. ]  [23:  Perrillo, ‘The Chilling’, 2024.]  [24:  Duggan, ‘Stephen King Novels’, 2024.]  [25:  Penguin Random House, ‘Penguin Random House’, 2024.] 

Overall, book censorship is a multi-layered affair with many contributing factors. From the dominance in challenges to LGBTQ+ themed books[footnoteRef:26] and lawsuits pertaining to school removals of LGBTQ+ materials[footnoteRef:27]; the conservative influence in bans[footnoteRef:28] and potential correlation between these matters. Further unrest ensues from the suppressive historical connotations of censorship[footnoteRef:29] and the question over its presence in modern American society[footnoteRef:30]. More significantly is the impact this level of censorship is having on the education and literary sectors. Challenges to authors’ livelihood[footnoteRef:31], the censorship on author voices and experiences[footnoteRef:32] and the literary industry’s future are fears articulated by the literary, public and education sectors alike. [26:  FFRF, ‘Banned Books Week’, 2024.]  [27:  Soule, ‘Florida says governments’, 2024.]  [28:  Greg Evans, ‘Stephen King Gives Blunt Three-Word Response’, The Independent, 2 September 2024. <https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/stephen-king-books-banned-florida-b2608083.html> [accessed 25 September 2024].]  [29:  FFRF, ‘Banned Books Week’, 2024.]  [30:  Kaufman, Mulroy, ‘It’s Banned Books’, 2024.]  [31:  KVUE, Austin Public Library Foundation Hosts Events To Spotlight Banned Books [video]. 2024 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Prgj_Tu2Xdc> [accessed 25 September 2024].]  [32:  Penguin Random House, ‘Penguin Random House’, 2024.] 
























Bibliography
Baeta, Sabrina and Meehan, Kasy., ‘Memo on School Book Bans From PEN America’, PEN America, 23 September 2024. <Memo on School Book Bans from PEN America - PEN America,> [accessed 23 September 2024]
Cobo, Kristen., ‘Facts Matter! It’s Not Book Banning, It’s Called Age-Appropriate Content For Minors In School!’ [X], < https://x.com/CoboKristen/status/1840225646351355904> [accessed 29 September 2024]
Duggan, Keith., ‘‘Stephen King Novels And Oprah Winfrey Biographies Among Books Banned in Florida As Publishers Hit Back’, The Irish Times, 31 August 2024. < https://www.irishtimes.com/world/us/2024/08/31/american-publishers-throw-the-book-at-censorship/> [accessed 26 September 2024]
Evans, Greg., ‘Stephen King Gives Blunt Three-Word Response’, The Independent, 2 September 2024. <https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/stephen-king-books-banned-florida-b2608083.html> [accessed 25 September 2024]
Fay, Tom and Lawrence, Brian., ‘Books Don’t Harm Young People. Book Bans Do’, The Seattle Times, 20 September 2024. < https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/books-dont-harm-young-people-book-bans-do/> [accessed 20 September 2024]

FFRF., ‘Banned Books Week Observance Worrisomely Apt This Year’, 25 September 2024. <https://ffrf.org/news/releases/banned-books-week-observance-worrisomely-apt-this-year/> [accessed 25 September 2024]

Kaufman, Anna and Mulroy, Clare., ‘It’s Banned Book Week: Most Challenged Titles And How Publishers Are Pushing Back’, USA Today, (undated). < https://eu.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/books/2024/09/24/banned-books-week-explained/75349286007/> [accessed 26 September 2024]

Knight Foundation, The., ‘Americans’ Views On Book Restrictions In U.S. Public Schools 2024’, 21 August 2024. < https://knightfoundation.org/reports/americans-views-on-book-restrictions-in-u-s-public-schools-2024/> [accessed 27 September 2024]

KVUE, Austin Public Library Foundation Hosts Events To Spotlight Banned Books [video]. 2024 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Prgj_Tu2Xdc> [accessed 25 September 2024]

Penguin Random House., ‘Penguin Random House, 5 Additional Publishers, & Authors Guild File Landmark Lawsuit Against State of Florida for Unconstitutional Book-Banning Provisions With House Bill 1069’, Penguin Random House, 31 August 2024. < https://global.penguinrandomhouse.com/announcements/penguin-random-house-5-additional-publishers-authors-guild-file-landmark-lawsuit-against-state-of-florida-for-unconstitutional-book-banning-provisions-with-house-bill-1069/> [accessed 23 September 2024]

Perrillo, Jonna., ‘The Chilling Effect Is Real’, Slate, 23 September 2024. https://slate.com/life/2024/09/banned-books-week-schools-censorship.html> [accessed 24 September 2024]

Soule, Douglas., ‘Florida Says Governments Can Ban School Library Books Just Because They Disagree With Them’, Tallahassee Democrat, (undated). < https://eu.tallahassee.com/story/news/politics/2024/07/01/florida-school-library-books-governments-disagree-with-can-be-banned/74241844007/> [accessed 27 September 2024]

Twitchell, Kathy., ‘Thoughts on Banned Book Week, 2024’, Reshelving Alexandria, 24 September 2024. < https://www.reshelvingalexandria.com/p/thoughts-on-banned-book-week-2024> [accessed 26 September 2024]

Quiñones, Kate., ‘Banned Books Week: A Catholic Response’, EWTN, 25 September 2024. < https://ewtn.co.uk/article-banned-books-week-a-catholic-response/> [accessed 26 September 2024]

Yousif, Nadine., ‘Publishers And Authors Sue Over Florida Book Ban Law’, BBC, 31 August 2024. <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c93pe9p5479o> [accessed 24 September 2024]
