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 Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on Chinese social media as a lens to understand the existential struggles and identity crises faced by contemporary Chinese youth. The research employs a constructivist-interpretivist framework to examine how these digital aesthetics reflect and shape cultural anxieties and identity formation. Through digital ethnography, visual culture analysis, and qualitative interviews, the study investigates the role of platforms like Douyin and Weibo in facilitating aesthetic-driven identity exploration and cultural critique.The findings reveal that "Core Suffix Aesthetics" serve as both personal expression tools and channels for societal commentary, highlighting tensions between traditional values and modern influences. The study underscores the importance of philosophical foundations—constructivist ontology, interpretivist epistemology, and axiological considerations—in enhancing research rigor and depth. It also identifies methodological challenges such as rapidly evolving trends, privacy concerns, and ethical complexities in digital environments.Future research should explore cross-cultural comparisons, longitudinal studies on aesthetic trends, and the impact of platform algorithms on digital subcultures. This research contributes to broader academic discussions on youth culture, digital ethnography, and identity formation in the digital age, offering insights into the complex interplay between digital culture and socio-cultural dynamics in contemporary China.
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Introduction

The exploration of philosophical foundations is a critical aspect of academic research, providing a framework that shapes the direction, methodology, and interpretive lens of a study. This essay delves into the philosophical underpinnings of my proposed research, which investigates the existential struggles and identity crises faced by Chinese youth through the lens of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media platforms. These aesthetic trends, characterized by appending "-core" to various concepts, serve as tools for self-expression, cultural critique, and identity negotiation in a rapidly transforming sociocultural landscape.
China's accelerated economic and social modernization has created a unique context where traditional values intersect with global influences, leading to heightened cultural anxieties among its youth. Social media platforms such as Douyin, Weibo, and Bilibili have become critical spaces for this demographic to navigate identity formation and articulate their responses to societal pressures. "Core Suffix Aesthetics" exemplifies this phenomenon by blending global aesthetic trends with localized cultural expressions, offering insights into the interplay between modernity and tradition.
This research adopts a constructivist ontology, positing that reality is socially constructed through digital interactions and cultural practices. It aligns with an interpretivist epistemology that seeks to understand subjective meanings and experiences within these online communities. Axiological considerations emphasize the ethical dimensions of studying sensitive topics like identity crises while respecting participants' values and ensuring methodological integrity.
By analyzing the production, dissemination, and reception of "Core Suffix Aesthetics," this study aims to uncover how these digital trends reflect broader societal tensions and contribute to identity formation in contemporary China. The research not only enhances our understanding of youth culture in the digital age but also provides a foundation for exploring how aesthetic-driven subcultures can serve as indicators of broader social and cultural shifts.
1.1 Purpose of the Essay

The primary purpose of this essay is to articulate how my ontological position, epistemological stance, and values influence my research approach, providing a comprehensive framework that guides the design and execution of my study. By examining these philosophical elements, I aim to uncover the intricate ways in which they shape the understanding and interpretation of the existential struggles and identity crises faced by Chinese youth through "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media platforms.
1.2 Overview of Proposed Work

The exploration of philosophical foundations is a critical aspect of academic research, providing a framework that shapes the direction, methodology, and interpretive lens of a study. This essay delves into the philosophical underpinnings of my proposed research, which investigates the existential struggles and identity crises faced by Chinese youth through the lens of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media platforms. These aesthetic trends, characterized by appending "-core" to various concepts, serve as tools for self-expression, cultural critique, and identity negotiation in a rapidly transforming sociocultural landscape.
China's accelerated economic and social modernization has created a unique context where traditional values intersect with global influences, leading to heightened cultural anxieties among its youth. Social media platforms such as Douyin, Weibo, and Bilibili have become critical spaces for this demographic to navigate identity formation and articulate their responses to societal pressures. "Core Suffix Aesthetics" exemplifies this phenomenon by blending global aesthetic trends with localized cultural expressions, offering insights into the interplay between modernity and tradition.
This research adopts a constructivist ontology, positing that reality is socially constructed through digital interactions and cultural practices. It aligns with an interpretivist epistemology that seeks to understand subjective meanings and experiences within these online communities. Axiological considerations emphasize the ethical dimensions of studying sensitive topics like identity crises while respecting participants' values and ensuring methodological integrity.
By analyzing the production, dissemination, and reception of "Core Suffix Aesthetics," this study aims to uncover how these digital trends reflect broader societal tensions and contribute to identity formation in contemporary China. The research not only enhances our understanding of youth culture in the digital age but also provides a foundation for exploring how aesthetic-driven subcultures can serve as indicators of broader social and cultural shifts.

1.3 Structure of the Essay

This essay is structured to explore the philosophical foundations underpinning the research on "Core Suffix Aesthetics" and their role in reflecting the existential struggles and identity crises of Chinese youth. Each section of the essay builds upon the previous one to provide a comprehensive understanding of how these philosophical elements shape the research design and interpretation.
This essay is structured into several key sections:
Ontological Position: Discussing the nature of reality as perceived in my study and its implications for research design.The essay begins by discussing the ontological position, which addresses the nature of reality as perceived in this study. By adopting a constructivist ontology, it acknowledges that reality is socially constructed through digital interactions and cultural practices. This perspective is crucial for understanding how Chinese youth use "Core Suffix Aesthetics" to navigate identity formation in a rapidly evolving cultural landscape.
Epistemological Stance: Exploring how knowledge is constructed within my research framework and its impact on methodology.Following the ontological discussion, the epistemological stance explores how knowledge is constructed within this research framework. An interpretivist approach is employed to delve into the subjective meanings and experiences of individuals engaging with these aesthetic trends. This stance impacts the methodology by emphasizing qualitative methods that capture the complexity of identity negotiations and cultural anxieties.
Axiological Considerations: Reflecting on the role of values in shaping research objectives and outcomes.The role of values in shaping research objectives and outcomes is examined next. Axiological considerations highlight the ethical dimensions of studying sensitive topics like identity crises, ensuring that participant confidentiality and cultural sensitivities are respected. This section underscores how values influence both the research process and its findings.
Integration of Philosophical Foundations: Examining how these elements interact to create a coherent research approach.The integration section examines how ontological, epistemological, and axiological elements interact to create a coherent research approach. By aligning these philosophical foundations, the study ensures methodological rigor and depth, providing a structured framework for analyzing digital aesthetics as tools for identity exploration and cultural critique.
Case Studies and Examples: Reviewing relevant literature to contextualize my research within existing academic discourse.Relevant literature is reviewed to contextualize the research within existing academic discourse. Case studies from platforms like Douyin and Weibo illustrate how "Core Suffix Aesthetics" serve as spaces for cultural production and critique. These examples highlight the tension between global influences and local adaptations, offering insights into broader societal dynamics.
Challenges and Limitations: Identifying potential challenges in aligning philosophical foundations with practical research execution.The essay concludes by identifying potential challenges in aligning philosophical foundations with practical research execution. Methodological challenges such as capturing rapidly evolving trends and addressing privacy concerns are discussed, alongside ethical considerations critical to engaging with sensitive topics like identity crises.
By addressing these components, this essay provides a nuanced exploration of how philosophical foundations underpin the research on "Core Suffix Aesthetics." It ultimately contributes to a deeper understanding of identity formation and cultural dynamics among Chinese youth in the digital age, offering insights into how aesthetic trends reflect broader societal issues such as cultural anxiety and identity negotiation.


Ontological Position

Ontology is a branch of philosophy that explores the nature of being, existence, and reality. It seeks to answer fundamental questions about what entities exist in the world and how they can be categorized and related to one another. In research, ontology refers to the assumptions we make about the nature of reality and what constitutes knowledge in a given domain. These assumptions shape the way researchers approach their studies, influencing the design, methodology, and interpretation of findings (Berger and Luckmann, 1966; Guba and Lincoln, 1994).
At its core, ontology addresses questions such as: What is the nature of reality? Is it objective and independent of human perception, or is it socially constructed through human interactions and cultural practices? These perspectives are often categorized into two main ontological positions: realism and constructivism. Realism posits that reality exists independently of our perceptions, while constructivism argues that reality is shaped by social processes and human experiences (Gergen, 1991; Schwandt, 1994).In the context of social sciences, ontology plays a crucial role in shaping research paradigms. For instance, a constructivist ontology aligns with qualitative research methods that emphasize understanding subjective experiences and meanings (Denzin and Lincoln, 2018). 
This perspective is particularly relevant in studies of cultural phenomena, such as "Core Suffix Aesthetics," where reality is viewed as a dynamic construct shaped by social interactions on digital platforms (Zhang, 2023; Maly and Varis, 2016).In examining the existential struggles and identity crises of Chinese youth through "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media, my ontological position is primarily constructivist. This stance posits that reality is not a fixed entity but rather constructed through social interactions and cultural practices (Berger and Luckmann, 1966). 
In digital contexts, ontology extends beyond philosophical inquiry to practical applications. For instance, ontologies are used in information systems to structure data hierarchies and relationships. In fields like artificial intelligence or public policy analysis, ontologies provide frameworks for organizing knowledge and extracting insights from complex datasets (Gruber, 1995). This dual role highlights the versatility of ontology as both a theoretical foundation and a practical tool.
This perspective is particularly relevant in the context of digital cultures where identities are continuously negotiated and redefined.Ontology also intersects with epistemology—the study of knowledge—by influencing how researchers define what can be known about reality and how it can be known. For example, a constructivist ontology supports an interpretivist epistemology that prioritizes understanding over measurement (Geertz, 1973; Schwandt, 1994). This relationship underscores the importance of aligning ontological assumptions with epistemological stances to ensure coherence in research design (Guba and Lincoln, 1994).
In summary, ontology is foundational to research as it defines the lens through which reality is understood and studied. By clarifying what exists and how it can be known, ontology provides a critical framework for designing robust and meaningful studies across disciplines.
2.1 Constructivist Ontology

A constructivist ontology suggests that what we perceive as reality is a product of social processes and interactions (Gergen, 1991). This view aligns with the understanding that Chinese youth engage with "Core Suffix Aesthetics" to construct and express their identities within a rapidly changing cultural landscape (Maly and Varis, 2016). The fluidity of these identities reflects a broader cultural negotiation between traditional values and modern influences (Li and Chen, 2022).
2.2 Cultural Context and Ontological Security

The concept of ontological security, which refers to the stability of an individual's sense of self in a predictable world, is crucial in understanding the identity struggles faced by Chinese youth (Giddens, 1991). The rapid socio-economic changes in China have disrupted traditional sources of ontological security, prompting youth to seek new forms of stability through digital expressions (Wu, 2020). "Core Suffix Aesthetics" provides a means for these individuals to articulate their place within both local and global contexts (Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006).
2.3 Digital Media's Role in Constructing Reality

The adoption of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" also highlights the interplay between global cultural trends and local adaptations. This phenomenon reflects what Appadurai (1996) describes as "global flows" where cultural elements are decontextualized and recontextualized across different settings. Chinese youth navigate these global influences while maintaining a connection to their cultural roots, thus constructing hybrid identities (Fung, 2008).By examining how "Core Suffix Aesthetics" are produced and consumed, this research seeks to understand the broader implications of digital media on youth identity formation.The pressures from both societal expectations and digital environments can lead to ontological insecurity among youth. This insecurity manifests as anxiety over identity coherence in an ever-changing world (Bauman, 2000). Social media exacerbates this by constantly presenting idealized versions of life that challenge one's self-perception (Turkle, 2011).Social media platforms such as TikTok, Weibo, and Bilibili serve as arenas where these ontological constructions take place. They provide spaces for youth to experiment with different identity markers by adopting various aesthetic trends (Zhang, 2023). These platforms facilitate a form of participatory culture where users actively contribute to the construction of shared realities (Jenkins et al., 2015).
2.4 Conclusion

In summary, my research adopts a constructivist ontological stance to explore how Chinese youth use "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media as tools for identity construction amidst cultural transformations. This perspective acknowledges the dynamic nature of reality as shaped by social interactions within digital spaces. By understanding these ontological foundations, we can better appreciate the complexities of identity formation in contemporary Chinese society.
Epistemological Stance

Epistemology is a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature, scope, and limits of knowledge. It explores fundamental questions about what knowledge is, how it is acquired, and how we can differentiate between true and false beliefs. In academic research, epistemology refers to the theoretical framework that guides how researchers understand and interpret knowledge within their studies (Schwandt, 1994; Guba and Lincoln, 1994).
Epistemological perspectives influence methodological choices in research. For example, quantitative methods are often associated with positivist epistemologies that seek to test hypotheses through statistical analysis (Creswell, 2014). In contrast, qualitative methods align with constructivist or interpretivist epistemologies that prioritize depth of understanding over breadth (Patton, 2002). These approaches shape how data is collected, analyzed, and interpreted (Guba and Lincoln, 1994; Schwandt, 1994).
Epistemology also intersects with other philosophical domains such as ontology and axiology. While ontology addresses the nature of reality, epistemology focuses on our understanding of that reality. Axiology examines the role of values in shaping knowledge claims (Lincoln et al., 2011; Mertens, 2015). Together, these philosophical foundations provide a comprehensive framework for conducting rigorous and meaningful research.
Furthermore, epistemological considerations are essential in interdisciplinary research where diverse perspectives must be reconciled. Understanding different epistemological stances allows researchers to integrate insights from various fields effectively (Maxwell, 2013; Creswell and Plano Clark, 2011).
 In my exploration of the existential struggles and identity crises of Chinese youth through "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media, I adopt an interpretivist epistemological stance. This approach emphasizes understanding the subjective meanings and experiences of individuals within their cultural contexts (Schwandt, 1994).

3.1 Interpretivist Epistemology

An interpretivist approach focuses on the meanings that individuals ascribe to their experiences and the ways these are expressed in social interactions (Geertz, 1973). This perspective is particularly relevant when examining how Chinese youth navigate identity formation in digital spaces, where personal expression is mediated through aesthetic trends (Berger, 2011). The interpretivist stance allows for a nuanced understanding of how these youths construct their identities amidst cultural and societal pressures (Denzin and Lincoln, 2018).
3.2 Social Media as a Site of Knowledge Construction

Social media platforms serve as dynamic environments for the construction and negotiation of identity narratives (boyd, 2014). These platforms facilitate participatory cultures where users engage in continuous dialogue about identity and belonging (Jenkins et al., 2015). The immediacy and archival nature of social media challenge traditional temporalities of identity construction, making it a rich site for epistemological inquiry (Thompson, 2005). 
3.3 Cultural Contexts and Knowledge Production

The interpretivist approach also considers the cultural contexts in which knowledge is produced. In China, rapid modernization and globalization have created a unique backdrop for youth identity exploration (Liu, 2019). The "Core Suffix Aesthetics" trend exemplifies how global cultural flows are localized to reflect specific societal anxieties and aspirations (Appadurai, 1996). Understanding these dynamics requires an epistemological framework that acknowledges the interplay between local contexts and global influences (Hannerz, 1992).
3.4 Challenges of Digital Ethnography

Conducting research in digital environments presents unique epistemological challenges. Digital ethnography must account for the fluidity and multiplicity of online identities (Hine, 2015). This involves recognizing the performative aspects of online interactions where users curate idealized versions of themselves (Goffman, 1959; Van Dijck, 2013). The interpretivist stance is well-suited to explore these complexities by focusing on the meanings behind digital expressions.
3.5 Implications for Research Design

Adopting an interpretivist epistemology influences my methodological choices. It necessitates qualitative methods such as digital ethnography and thematic analysis to capture the richness of participants' experiences (Pink et al., 2016). These methods allow for an in-depth exploration of how Chinese youth use "Core Suffix Aesthetics" to articulate their identities and respond to cultural anxieties (Miller et al., 2016).
3.6 Conclusion 

In summary, my epistemological stance is rooted in interpretivism, emphasizing the subjective meanings that Chinese youth attach to their experiences with "Core Suffix Aesthetics." This approach provides a framework for understanding how these individuals construct their identities within the broader socio-cultural landscape. By employing qualitative methods suited to this epistemological perspective, my research aims to uncover the intricate processes of identity formation in contemporary digital environments.
Axiological Considerations

Axiology is a branch of philosophy that studies values and value judgments. It encompasses both ethics, which examines moral values and principles, and aesthetics, which explores values related to beauty and art. Axiology seeks to understand the nature of values, the criteria by which they are judged, and their role in human experience and decision-making (Rescher, 1969; Frankena, 1973).At its core, axiology addresses questions such as: What is valuable? How do we determine what is good or bad? And how do values influence human behavior and social structures? These questions are fundamental in exploring how individuals and societies prioritize different aspects of life, from personal choices to cultural norms (Hartman, 1967; Perry, 1926).In the context of research, axiology plays a crucial role in shaping the ethical framework within which studies are conducted. It influences decisions about what topics are worth investigating, how research should be conducted ethically, and how findings should be interpreted and applied (Lincoln et al., 2011; Mertens, 2015). 
In examining the existential struggles and identity crises of Chinese youth through "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media, it is essential to consider how values shape both the research process and the phenomena being studied. This section explores the axiological underpinnings of my research, focusing on how values influence identity formation and cultural expression among Chinese youth in digital spaces.
4.1 Cultural Values and Identity Formation

Values play a crucial role in shaping identity, particularly in a rapidly globalizing world where traditional and modern influences collide (Hofstede, 1980). Chinese youth are navigating a complex landscape where traditional Confucian values intersect with global cultural trends (Zhang, 2023). This intersection is evident in "Core Suffix Aesthetics," which allows young individuals to express their identities while negotiating cultural anxieties (Li and Chen, 2022). The trend reflects broader societal values such as collectivism versus individualism and tradition versus modernity (Triandis, 1995).
4.2 Digital Spaces as Value-Laden Environments
 
Social media platforms serve as arenas for value expression and negotiation. They provide spaces where youth can explore diverse identities and challenge societal norms (boyd, 2014). The participatory nature of these platforms enables users to engage with content that resonates with their personal and cultural values (Jenkins et al., 2015). This dynamic is particularly pronounced in China, where digital expressions often serve as subtle critiques of social issues (Yang, 2021).
4.3 Aesthetic Values and Cultural Critique
 
The aesthetic dimension of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" highlights the importance of visual culture in expressing values. These aesthetics often incorporate elements that critique societal norms or highlight cultural tensions (Highfield and Leaver, 2016). For instance, the use of amateur editing techniques can be seen as a rejection of polished mainstream media, emphasizing authenticity and relatability (Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006). This aligns with broader trends in digital culture where aesthetics are used to articulate identity and critique dominant narratives (Giolo and Berghman, 2023).
4.4 Values in Research Methodology 

The axiological stance also influences research methodology. It requires an ethical approach that respects participants' values and perspectives (Denzin and Lincoln, 2018). In studying sensitive topics such as identity crises and cultural anxieties, it is crucial to adopt methods that prioritize participant well-being and confidentiality (Hine, 2015). This involves obtaining informed consent and ensuring anonymity in data collection and analysis.
4.5 Conclusion

In conclusion, axiology provides a critical lens for understanding how values shape both the subject matter of my research on "Core Suffix Aesthetics" and the methodological approaches employed. By acknowledging the role of values in identity formation and cultural expression, this research aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of how Chinese youth navigate their complex socio-cultural environment. This exploration underscores the importance of incorporating ethical considerations into research design to ensure that it is both respectful and insightful.

Integration of Philosophical Foundations

The integration of philosophical foundations—ontology, epistemology, and axiology—provides a coherent framework for understanding the existential struggles and identity crises of Chinese youth through "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on social media. This section examines how these elements interact to shape the research design and methodology, ensuring alignment between theoretical perspective.
5.1 Ontological-Epistemological Alignment

The constructivist ontology adopted in this research posits that reality is socially constructed through cultural practices and digital interactions (Berger and Luckmann, 1966; Gergen, 1991). This aligns seamlessly with an interpretivist epistemology, which emphasizes understanding subjective meanings and experiences (Geertz, 1973; Schwandt, 1994). Together, they underpin a methodological approach focused on qualitative inquiry, particularly digital ethnography and thematic analysis (Hine, 2015; Pink et al., 2016).For example, social media platforms like Douyin and Weibo are viewed as dynamic spaces where users co-create realities through aesthetic trends. The interpretivist stance allows the research to delve into how these trends reflect cultural anxieties and identity negotiations (Jenkins et al., 2015; Zhang, 2023). By integrating these perspectives, the study acknowledges the fluidity of online identities while providing tools to analyze their construction.
5.2 User Engagement and Interaction

The axiological dimension emphasizes the role of values in shaping both the research process and its findings. This study is guided by ethical considerations such as respecting participant confidentiality and cultural sensitivities (Denzin and Lincoln, 2018; Hine, 2015). Moreover, it recognizes that aesthetic expressions on social media are value-laden acts that critique societal norms and negotiate identity (Highfield and Leaver, 2016; Giolo and Berghman, 2023).For instance, "Core Suffix Aesthetics" often embodies values like authenticity and relatability through amateur editing styles. These values resonate with youth seeking to navigate cultural tensions between tradition and modernity (Li and Chen, 2022; Wu, 2020). Axiology thus informs both the interpretation of data and the ethical conduct of the research.

5.3 Philosophical Coherence in Methodology

The interplay between ontology, epistemology, and axiology ensures methodological coherence. The constructivist-interpretivist paradigm supports qualitative methods such as digital ethnography and visual analysis (Hine, 2015; Kress and van Leeuwen, 2006). These methods are designed to capture the nuanced ways in which Chinese youth use "Core Suffix Aesthetics" to express identity and critique societal pressures.
For example:
Digital Ethnography: Immersive observation within online communities provides insights into how aesthetic trends evolve in response to cultural anxieties (Maly and Varis, 2016; Zhang, 2023).
Visual Analysis: Examining symbolic elements within user-generated content reveals underlying values and critiques embedded in these aesthetics (Highfield and Leaver, 2016).
Thematic Analysis: Coding interview data uncovers recurring themes related to identity struggles and cultural negotiation (Pink et al., 2016).
These methods are not only consistent with the philosophical foundations but also enable a holistic understanding of the phenomenon.
The integration of philosophical foundations equips this research to address the complexity of its subject matter. The constructivist ontology acknowledges the fluidity of digital identities, while the interpretivist epistemology provides tools to explore their subjective meanings. Axiology ensures that ethical considerations guide every stage of the research process.
Moreover, this integration facilitates a deeper exploration of how global digital trends intersect with local cultural contexts. 
For instance:
The glocalization of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" reflects both global influences (e.g., meme culture) and local adaptations rooted in Chinese socio-cultural dynamics (Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006; Appadurai, 1996).
The tension between individual expression and collective values highlights broader societal shifts in contemporary China (Li and Chen, 2022; Yang, 2021).
By synthesizing these elements into a coherent framework, the study not only addresses its central research questions but also contributes to broader academic discussions on youth culture, digital ethnography, and identity formation.
5.4 Conclusion
In conclusion, the integration of ontological, epistemological, and axiological foundations ensures a philosophically robust framework for this research. Constructivist ontology provides a foundation for understanding reality as socially constructed; interpretivist epistemology offers tools for exploring subjective meanings; and axiology emphasizes ethical considerations throughout the research process. Together, these dimensions create a coherent approach that captures the complexities of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" as both an expression of identity struggles and a critique of societal norms.
Case Studies and Examples
The analysis of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on Chinese social media provides a rich tapestry of case studies that illustrate the intersection of digital culture, identity formation, and societal critique. This section highlights key examples and studies that illuminate how these aesthetic movements reflect and shape the existential struggles and cultural anxieties of Chinese youth.
6.1 Case Study: Core Suffix Aesthetics on Douyin and Weibo

Platforms like Douyin (the Chinese version of TikTok) and Weibo are central to the proliferation of "Core Suffix Aesthetics," where users engage in creating and sharing content that embodies various aesthetic trends. These platforms serve as both canvases for self-expression and arenas for cultural critique (Zhang, 2023). The emergence of aesthetics such as "cottagecore" and "dark academia" reflects a yearning for simplicity and intellectualism amidst the pressures of modern life (Giolo and Berghman, 2023).
6.2 Cultural Anxiety and Identity Formation

The integration of global aesthetic trends with local cultural elements highlights the tension between tradition and modernity in China. As Li and Chen (2022) note, this dynamic often results in heightened cultural anxiety among youth who must navigate conflicting expectations. The use of "-core" aesthetics allows them to explore new identities while maintaining a connection to their cultural roots.
6.3 Visual Culture as Social Commentary

Highfield and Leaver (2016) emphasize the role of visual culture in articulating social commentary. Through amateur editing styles, these aesthetics critique societal norms by embracing authenticity over polished perfection. This trend resonates with youth seeking to express individuality in a conformist society (Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006).
6.4 Digital Ethnography Insights

Digital ethnography provides valuable insights into the community dynamics within these aesthetic movements. Maly and Varis (2016) highlight how online interactions facilitate the formation of micro-populations that share common interests and values. These communities offer support networks where members can explore identity issues collectively.
6.5 Comparative Analysis with Global Trends

Comparative studies reveal similarities between Chinese "Core Suffix Aesthetics" and global digital subcultures. For instance, Doshi et al. (2024) explore how Gen-Z globally engages with micro-cores like "Barbiecore" and "e-girl/e-boy," which parallel trends seen in China. These comparisons underscore the universal nature of digital aesthetics as tools for identity exploration.
6.6 Impact on Traditional Culture

The interaction between traditional Chinese culture and modern digital aesthetics is complex. Research by Zhou (2024) suggests that while social media revitalizes traditional elements, it also commercializes them, potentially diluting their cultural significance. This dual impact highlights the need for careful navigation between innovation and preservation.
6.7 Identity Exploration through Visual Storytelling

Visual storytelling is a powerful method for identity exploration within these communities. Kenett et al. (2023) argue that aesthetic emotions are deeply influenced by context, which is evident in how users craft narratives around their chosen aesthetics. This storytelling fosters a deeper connection between personal identity and cultural expression.
6.8 Role of Platform Algorithms

Platform algorithms play a significant role in shaping the visibility and evolution of aesthetic trends. As noted by Marwick (2013), these algorithms prioritize content that aligns with popular trends, influencing user engagement patterns. Understanding this dynamic is crucial for analyzing how digital aesthetics spread across platforms.
6.9 Conclusion

In conclusion, the case studies presented here demonstrate how "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on Chinese social media serve as a lens through which to examine broader issues of identity formation, cultural anxiety, and societal critique. By integrating insights from digital ethnography, visual culture analysis, and comparative studies, this research contributes to a nuanced understanding of how digital aesthetics reflect and shape contemporary youth culture in China.
Challenges and Limitations

Researching "Core Suffix Aesthetics" as a lens to understand the existential struggles and identity crises of Chinese youth presents several challenges and limitations. These arise from methodological, ethical, cultural, and contextual complexities inherent in studying digital subcultures within a rapidly evolving socio-cultural landscape.
7.1 Methodological Challenges

Dynamic Nature of Digital Trends: The rapid evolution of online aesthetic trends poses a challenge for longitudinal studies. Trends like "Core Suffix Aesthetics" can emerge and fade quickly, making it difficult to capture their full lifecycle (Highfield and Leaver, 2016; Maly and Varis, 2016).
Platform-Specific Constraints: Each social media platform has unique affordances, algorithms, and user behaviors that shape the content shared. This variability complicates cross-platform comparisons (Van Dijck, 2013; Marwick, 2013).
Loss of Non-Verbal Cues: Digital ethnography often lacks the non-verbal cues available in traditional ethnographic methods, which can limit the depth of insights into participants’ emotions and intentions (Hine, 2015; Sanders and Munford, 2014).
7.2 Ethical Considerations

Privacy Concerns: Collecting data from social media platforms raises significant privacy issues, especially when dealing with user-generated content that might not be intended for research purposes (boyd, 2014; Yang, 2021). Ensuring anonymity while maintaining the richness of qualitative data is a persistent challenge.
Participant Vulnerability: Engaging with young individuals discussing sensitive topics such as identity crises or cultural anxieties requires trauma-informed research practices to avoid causing emotional distress (Kenett et al., 2023; Doshi et al., 2024).
Censorship and Political Sensitivity: In China’s regulated digital environment, researchers must navigate government censorship and avoid politically sensitive topics that could jeopardize participants or the research itself (Yang, 2021; Huang, 2022).
7.3 Cultural and Contextual Limitations

Generational Gaps: The experiences of Chinese youth are shaped by generational differences in values and cultural expectations. Bridging these gaps in understanding requires careful contextualization (Wang, 2021; Li and Chen, 2022).
Global vs. Local Dynamics: The interplay between global digital trends and local cultural adaptations complicates analysis. While "Core Suffix Aesthetics" reflects global influences like "cottagecore," its Chinese iterations are deeply rooted in local socio-cultural contexts (Appadurai, 1996; Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006).
7.4 Practical Challenges

Access to Participants: Recruiting participants who actively engage with niche aesthetic communities can be difficult due to the fragmented nature of these groups across platforms (Zhang, 2023; Sanders and Munford, 2014).
Data Overload: The sheer volume of content on platforms like Douyin or Weibo creates challenges in data management and analysis. Researchers must balance comprehensiveness with feasibility (Pink et al., 2016; Hine, 2015).
7.5 Addressing the Challenges

To mitigate these challenges:
Employ adaptive methodologies such as real-time digital ethnography to capture evolving trends more effectively (Hine, 2015; Maly and Varis, 2016).
Use platform-specific ethical guidelines to ensure compliance with privacy standards while maintaining transparency with participants (boyd, 2014; Yang, 2021).
Incorporate comparative analyses to contextualize global influences within local frameworks (Appadurai, 1996; Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006).
Utilize mixed-methods approaches to triangulate data from interviews, surveys, and visual analyses for a holistic understanding (Pink et al., 2016; Highfield and Leaver, 2016).
7.6 Conclusion
While the challenges associated with researching "Core Suffix Aesthetics" are significant, they also present opportunities for methodological innovation and deeper engagement with complex socio-cultural phenomena. By addressing these limitations through reflexivity and ethical rigor, this study aims to contribute valuable insights into youth identity formation in contemporary China.
Conclusion
The exploration of "Core Suffix Aesthetics" on Chinese social media as a lens to understand the existential struggles and identity crises of Chinese youth offers a comprehensive view into the complex interplay between digital culture, identity formation, and cultural anxiety. This conclusion synthesizes the main insights from the study, underscores the significance of philosophical foundations, and suggests areas for future research.
8.1 Summary of Key Points

Ontological Position: The constructivist ontology adopted in this research highlights that reality is socially constructed through digital interactions and cultural practices (Berger and Luckmann, 1966; Gergen, 1991). This perspective is crucial for understanding how Chinese youth use "Core Suffix Aesthetics" to navigate identity formation in a rapidly changing cultural landscape (Zhang, 2023).
Epistemological Stance: An interpretivist epistemology underpins the study, focusing on subjective meanings and experiences (Geertz, 1973; Schwandt, 1994). This approach allows for an in-depth exploration of how aesthetic trends reflect cultural anxieties and identity negotiations among youth (Jenkins et al., 2015).
Axiological Considerations: The study emphasizes the role of values in shaping both research methodology and the phenomena being studied. Ethical considerations are paramount, particularly in respecting participant confidentiality and cultural sensitivities (Denzin and Lincoln, 2018; Hine, 2015).
Integration of Philosophical Foundations: The coherent integration of ontological, epistemological, and axiological perspectives ensures a robust framework for analyzing digital aesthetics as tools for identity exploration and cultural critique (Maly and Varis, 2016; Highfield and Leaver, 2016).
Case Studies and Examples: The analysis of platforms like Douyin and Weibo reveals how "Core Suffix Aesthetics" serve as spaces for cultural production and critique. These platforms highlight the tension between global influences and local adaptations (Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006; Appadurai, 1996).
Challenges and Limitations: Methodological challenges include capturing rapidly evolving trends and addressing privacy concerns in digital spaces. Ethical considerations are also critical when engaging with sensitive topics like identity crises (boyd, 2014; Yang, 2021).
8.2 Significance of Philosophical Foundations

The philosophical foundations of this research—constructivist ontology, interpretivist epistemology, and value-driven axiology—are vital in enhancing the rigor and depth of the study. They provide a structured approach to understanding the fluid nature of digital identities and the socio-cultural dynamics at play. By grounding the research in these philosophical perspectives, the study offers nuanced insights into how aesthetic trends on social media reflect broader societal issues such as cultural anxiety and identity negotiation (Berger and Luckmann, 1966; Geertz, 1973).
8.3 Future Implications

The findings from this research open several avenues for further exploration:
Cross-Cultural Comparisons: Future studies could compare "Core Suffix Aesthetics" with similar trends in other cultural contexts to understand global versus local dynamics in digital subcultures (Doshi et al., 2024; Giolo and Berghman, 2023).
Longitudinal Studies: Conducting longitudinal research could provide deeper insights into how these aesthetic trends evolve over time in response to socio-political changes (Highfield and Leaver, 2016).
Impact on Policy and Education: The insights gained from this study could inform policy approaches aimed at addressing youth identity crises and cultural anxieties through educational strategies that incorporate digital literacy (Li and Chen, 2022; Wu, 2020).
Technological Influence: Further research could explore how platform algorithms influence the spread of aesthetic trends and their impact on user engagement patterns (Van Dijck, 2013; Marwick, 2013).
By addressing these areas, future research can continue to unravel the complex interplay between digital culture, youth identity formation, and socio-cultural dynamics in contemporary China.
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