AHHI6012 Imagining the City: The Urban Experience, 1851–Present
Week 8. Berlin: Cold War City
David Bowie’s ‘Berlin Period’
Below is a brief guide to music produced by David Bowie during his years living in Berlin, 1976–1979. Both Low (partly) and “Heroes” (fully) were recorded at Hansa Studio by the Wall, West Berlin, so merit the closest attention. Mp3 files will be made available on Moodle. Recommended further listening plus relevant images follow below. See also: Rory MacLean, ‘David Bowie and “Heroes,”’ Berlin: Imagine a City (London: Wiedenfeld & Nicholson, 2014), pp. 331–347. 
The 1973 documentary Cracked Actor (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsPVrsZcbZU) on Bowie, plus the Berlin-themed film Just a Gigolo (1978) that Bowie starred in (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1LKvpYOHFg) may be of additional interest.

Questions to consider:
· Bowie once said that “wherever I am, I’ll be that city for the time I’m there and a few months afterwards.” Do the music and images of Bowie’s time in the city suggest this was the case with Berlin? If so, how, why and in which particular examples?

· What insights might Bowie’s music offer into the history and culture of Berlin?

· In what ways might music be an important, insightful way of representing cities? How might even wordless compositions evoke the urban experience?

· Can you think of any examples of musicians or pieces of music which you find evocative of a particular city?


Required listening:
1. ‘Station to Station,’ Christiane F – We Children from Bahnhof Zoo (1981)
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/96/dc/26/96dc262a853d90d765e837a64aa3f226.jpg]
David Bowie moved to Berlin in 1976, while beginning to assemble the album which would become Low. Shortly before taking up permanent residence on Haupstrass in Berlin’s Schoeneberg district, Bowie played a concert at the city’s Deutschlandhalle on April 10 1976. This concert acted as an important plot-detail in the Berlin underworld memoir Wir Kinder vom Bahnhof Zoo (We Children of Bahnhof Zoo, 1979) by Christiane F, and was later dramatized in a film version. The performance offers a good impression of Bowie’s star appeal at the time of his move to Berlin.
See this clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxtqJxq2yck.


2. Low (1977)
[image: https://surprisinglycompetentmedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Low.jpg]
Low was heavily influenced by electronic music made by West Germany in the 1970s, and also features several compositions which thematically bear echoes of Bowie’s encounters with Berlin and Cold War Europe. Songs with hyperlinks in the track-listing below are particularly recommended listening in this respect.


Side One 
1. 	Speed of Life   	2:46
2. 	Breaking Glass 	1:52
3. 	What in the World   	2:23
4. 	Sound and Vision  	3:05
5. 	Always Crashing in the Same Car   	3:33
6. 	Be My Wife   	2:58
7. 	A New Career in a New Town   	2:53


Side Two
8. 	Warszawa	6:23
9. 	Art Decade   	3:46
10. 	Weeping Wall  	3:28
11. 	Subterraneans  	5:39


3. 
3. “Heroes” (1977)
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/7b/David_Bowie_-_Heroes.png]
“Heroes” is the second of what Bowie dubbed his ‘Berlin Triptych.’ The title track is the most clearly associated with Berlin, and thus merits particular attention. Note: ‘Neuköln’ is a misspelling of ‘Neukölln,’ a borough of Berlin 


Side one
1. 	Beauty and the Beast   	3:32
2. 	Joe the Lion   	3:05
3. 	Heroes 	6:07
4. 	Sons of the Silent Age   	3:15
5. 	Blackout   	3:50

Side two
6. 	V-2 Schneider   	3:10
7. 	Sense of Doubt	 	3:57
8. 	Moss Garden 	5:03
9. 	Neuköln	4:34
10. 	The Secret Life of Arabia 	3:46


Other notable versions of Heroes:
· Single (with video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tgcc5V9Hu3g
· German-language version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nb6Gbi1MpoE


Heroes lyrics

I, I will be king
And you, you will be queen
Though nothing will drive them away
We can beat them, just for one day
We can be Heroes, just for one day

And you, you can be mean
And I, I'll drink all the time
'Cause we're lovers, and that is a fact
Yes we're lovers, and that is that

Though nothing, will keep us together
We could steal time,
just for one day
We can be Heroes, for ever and ever
What d’you say?

I, I wish you could swim
Like the dolphins, like dolphins can swim
Though nothing,
nothing will keep us together
We can beat them, for ever and ever
Oh we can be Heroes,
just for one day

I, I will be king
And you, you will be queen
Though nothing will drive them away
We can be Heroes, just for one day
We can be us, just for one day

I, I can remember (I remember)
Standing, by the wall (by the wall)
And the guns shot above our heads
(over our heads)
And we kissed,
as though nothing could fall
(nothing could fall)
And the shame was on the other side
Oh we can beat them, for ever and ever
Then we could be Heroes,
just for one day

We can be Heroes
We can be Heroes
We can be Heroes
Just for one day
We can be Heroes

We're nothing, and nothing will help us
Maybe we're lying,
then you better not stay
But we could be safer,
just for one day

Oh-oh-oh-ohh, oh-oh-oh-ohh,
just for one day



4. ‘Where Are We Now,’ The Next Day (2013)
[image: David Bowie - The Next Day.png]  [image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/e2/David_Bowie_Where_Are_We_Now_cover_artwork.jpg]
For his penultimate album, Bowie released a lead single and accompanying video reflecting on his life in Berlin: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWtsV50_-p4.

‘Where Are We Now?’ lyrics

Had to get the train
From Potsdamer Platz
You never knew that
That I could do that
Just walking the dead

Sitting in the Dschungel
On Nürnberger Strasse
A man lost in time
Near KaDeWe
Just walking the dead

Where are we now, where are we now?
The moment you know, you know, you know

Twenty thousand people
Cross Bösebrücke
Fingers are crossed
Just in case
Walking the dead

Where are we now, where are we now?
The moment you know, you know, you know

As long as there's sun
As long as there's sun
As long as there's rain
As long as there's rain
As long as there's fire
As long as there's fire
As long as there's me
As long as there's you



Recommended further listening:
1. Lodger (1979)
[image: http://s3.amazonaws.com/quietus_production/images/articles/3161/1979-lodger_1257350746_crop_570x280.jpg]
Lodger completes the Berlin Triptych. It is not without interest, but can be glossed over for the purposes of the AHHI6011 lectures. 

2. Iggy Pop records
[image: Iggy Pop - The Idiot.png][image: IggyPopLustForLife.jpg]
For much of his time in Berlin, Bowie lived with his friend Iggy Pop. Bowie acted as producer on two Iggy Pop albums in this period: The Idiot and Lust for Life (both 1977). Each bear stylistic echoes to Bowie’s work of the late Seventies.



Images from Bowie’s Berlin Period:
[image: http://www.redbullmusicacademy.com/worldtour/images/campaign/berlin/context/berlin-context-bowie.jpg]
David Bowie , Toni Visconti and Edu Meyer, Hansa Studios
[image: http://assets0.learni.st/learning_preview/1579367/image/w583h583_115084-bowie-eno-s-berlin-trilogy-1977-1979-.jpg]
Robert Fripp, Brian Eno, David Bowie, Hansa Studios


[image: ][image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/f0/b3/78/f0b378e3ae8c5b0a0693f9ba3b640bde.jpg]
“Heroes” photoshoot and publicity
[image: https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CcI3pjFVIAAP2yU.jpg]
David Bowie with Iggy Pop, Neue Wache, Berlin, 1976
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/87/54/04/875404ae6f08a7d51d59a0136106a90b.jpg]
Bowie, Neue Wache, Berlin, 1976
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/21/57/8d/21578de236c17ff69972074792b3873f.jpg]
Bowie, Berlin, 1976
[image: http://www.teenagewildlife.com/Othermedia/Artwork/pics/berlinjo.jpg]
David Bowie, Berlin Landscape with JO
[image: http://www.teenagewildlife.com/Othermedia/Artwork/pics/JO.jpg]
David Bowie, Portrait of JO
[image: http://www.crainsdetroit.com/apps/pbcsi.dll/storyimage/CD/20160114/NEWS/160119876/AR/0/AR-160119876.jpg&MaxW=1400&MaxH=1400]
David Bowie, Child in Berlin, 1976
[image: http://www.bowiewonderworld.com/images/dbart/turkishfatherandson.jpg]
David Bowie, Turkish Father and Son, 1978
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From Just a Gigolo (1978)
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