HPAH4002 – Myth and Art – Finding Meaning in Myth
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[bookmark: _GoBack]In this workshop we will consider what value and meaning there is in Graeco-Roman myth. More than just a collection of entertaining stories (though their entertainment value should not be decried), intellectuals and artists have examined, utilised and exploited these myths. These myths have been used to consider things such as our individual psychology and what it means to be human, the values and thought-process of a wider collective, as aetiological explanations for phenomena, and as a means of reinforcing, challenging and understanding societal structures. You should reflect upon the following questions:

Questions:  
1) To what extent should we consider Graeco-Roman myths as containing kernels of truth – either literal or allegorical? Or does this downplay the extent to which myths are invented, reinvented and reinterpreted to suit particular social and political contexts? Does it matter who is telling the myth? 

2) Does it matter that the gods can appear to lack moral authority? Or is it through their interactions (physical and emotional) with other gods and mortals (enmities, alliances, love tristes, etc.) that moral questions can be raised? 

3) Do you agree with the use of myth as a tool for explaining the workings of the psyche or as evidence for those inner-workings? Is this use reductive or perhaps even dangerous? 

4) Is it dangerous to think of myths as timeless and universal expression of the innate qualities of the human mind? 
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