The Licensing Act 2003
Most organisations, businesses and individuals who want to sell or supply alcohol in England and Wales must have a licence. This usually includes pubs and bars, cinemas, theatres and nightclubs (Gov.uk,2013). The act came into effect on 24th November 2005, the act is a single system for licensing premises which are used to sell or supply alcohol. This providing regulated entertainment or late-night refreshment (cornwall.gov.uk, 2017). According to Cornwall.gov.uk,” the licensable activities are: to sell alcohol by retail; if you are a qualifying club, to supply alcohol to a club member, or to sell alcohol to a guest of a club member; to provide regulated entertainment; to sell late night refreshment – selling hot food or drinks between 11:00pm and 5:00am for consumption on or off the premises, (including take-aways and mobile caterers) unless you are a hotel, staff canteen or campsite.”
In the Licencing Act 1964 it was stated that pubs were given a time to stop serving alcohol, this was Monday to Saturday 23:00pm and on Sundays until 22:30pm. However, nightclubs were able to trade beyond this point as they were given a Special Hours Certificates. This allowed them to trade until 2:00am. In the Licensing Act 2003, pubs now can serve alcohol until midnight or 1:00am. Also, nightclubs can be opened longer and can trade alcohol until 3:00am and in some clubs later (Owens, (2006).
In the Licensing Act 2003, they created 3 objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder; public safety and the protection of children from harm. With the first objective, all CVTV are to be placed at every entrance, exit and other parts of the area to prevent crime and disorder. A clear and visible sign to warn potential criminal activity. That staff are not allowed to sell alcohol to drunk or intoxicated customers. The prevention of illegal drugs used in the area. With the second objective, lightening is to be fixed to promote public safety. Training for underage ID checks. A log book for inspections held at the premises. All parts of the premises must maintain good order and be in safe condition, this includes lighting, heating, electrical and air condition. With the third objective, that if someone is over 18 but looks under 25 must carry ID with them if they wish to buy alcohol (Gov.uk 2013)  
  The Licensing (Scotland) Act (2005) is the main legislation that Scotland have that controls the sale of alcohol. This act ensures that alcohol can only be sold between the hours of 10:00am and 22:00pm. It is quite similar to the licensing Act 2003 in the U.K. This act also ensures that people who are to go and sell alcohol, have a license to sell it. The personal license is what allows an individual can get if they want to sell alcohol, or if they want to otherwise other individuals to sell it.  To have one of these licenses, the individual must pass a certain exam which is called the Award for Personal Licence Holders. The licencing objective include, preventing crime and disorder, securing public safety, preventing public nuisance, protecting and improving public health and protecting children from harm. 
Scotland is about to become the first country to set a minimum price on alcohol, which will be 50p per unit. The reason to why they are doing this is because they are trying to improve public health. The government are aiming to target problem drinkers by increasing the price on the cheapest and strongest alcohol that they can get their hands on. They are doing this to try and stop people wasting doctors time in hospitals and to stop people who have got a drinking problem from maybe stopping causing problems in the neighbourhood. 
According to an article written by Alcohol Focus Scotland, two thirds of young offenders were drunk when they committed their offence. This is something that the new minimum pricing on alcohol may improve, because teenagers are not likely to be able to afford alcohol if the prices are going up, meaning they will keep out of trouble relating to alcohol. The Alcohol Focus Scotland also went on to say how there were 36,235 alcohol related hospital stay in 2016 and 2017, therefore again the minimum pricing on alcohol may help to get these numbers down a lot.
There have been many attempts in the past to change the guidelines and laws associated with alcohol and drinking levels, many of which have been dis-regarded and not put into practice. In 2016 Professor Dame Sally Davies, the Government’s Chief Medical Officer, announced updated guidelines on low-risk drinking for the UK. The new guidelines say that the recommendation for men and women is now the same and that people should drink no more than 14 units of alcohol a week. The way the guidelines are now presented also makes it clear that 14 units per week is a limit, not a target. And they highlight that the risk for some diseases, such as mouth, throat and breast cancers, is increased at any level of regular drinking – so the guidelines don’t represent an absolutely safe amount to drink; they’re intended to keep a person’s health risks from alcohol to a minimum. The main aim of introducing such guideline is to educate people on how many units they are drinking and what harm this is doing to their body and health. The new alcohol guidelines hopes to cut the number of accidents and injuries as well as long term illness. The Office for National Statistics show that in 2016 the recorded death total for alcohol related deaths in the UK was 9,214, of this the highest recorded number was down to liver disease as well as throat cancer. The new guideline talked about would help greatly to educate people on alcohol and the effects to the body and in time hopefully reduce the number of alcohol related deaths
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