Assignment 1 - Discuss what is meant by the ‘integrity’ of evidence and using examples illustrate the impact of failures in the UK Criminal Justice system. ________________________________________________________
To start this discussion a definition of integrity is needed and one within the context of presenting the evidence from a criminal investigation. “The Validity of information derived from the examination of the physical evidence depends upon the care with which the evidence has been protected from contamination” (Mendis, N. 2017).  As the preservation of evidence is key, mishandling and contamination leads to the acquittal or convictions of individuals. The argument to convict is ultimately only as good as its evidence. 

First case study to mention is the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993. I’ve chosen this case as it led to partial revocation of the rule against ‘double jeopardy’ as one of the suspects that had previously been acquitted was later tried for a second time and found guilty. The crime was believed to be a racially motivated attack and occurred April 22nd  in Eltham. It wasn’t until 2011 that two of the original five suspects- Gary Dobson and David Norris- were to stand trial in light of new compelling evidence. Dobson’s original acquittal had been quashed by the court of appeal, allowing for his retrial. January 3rd, 2012 the pair were found guilty of the murder. Despite being brought to justice there had been large missteps in the early stages of investigation with the detective superintendent at the time saying no arrests had taken place following the murder because he “had not known the law allowed arrest upon ‘reasonable suspicion’ ”. The original five suspects had been allowed to walk free due to lack of evidence against them. 
 It wasn’t until 2007 new evidence was found, a stain of Lawrence’s blood (approximately 0.5x0.25 mm) was found in the fibres of Dobson’s jacket. Forensic analysis implied that it was deposited fresh and had happened very quickly and dried immediately due to its microscopic size. Also previously unmentioned fibres from Lawrence’s clothing and hair with a 99.9% chance of belonging to Lawrence were found on two men’s clothes from the time of the first investigation. It was argued by the defence at a later trial this evidence should not be used on the grounds of contamination and lack of care of evidence, however they were unsuccessful. Lawrence’s mother who was present at the 2012 trial stated, "Had the police done their job properly, I would have spent the last 18 years grieving for my son rather than fighting to get his killers to court." (Dodd, V. and Laville, S. 2012). 
This case caused changes in peoples views to the law and police as the crime was racially motivated the public believed the incompetence with the case was perhaps due to similar attitudes within the police force. The fact it was left unsolved for long caused the public outrage which pushed for it to be reopened and eventually solved. What stands out to me most is the fact the five original suspects were a known gang linked to other race crimes, especially Dobson who was also charged with theft and burglary (none led to his imprisonment). It was a drug charge that he convicted for, which he was serving during the 2012 retrial of the Stephen Lawrence murder. If police had handled the original investigation with a bit more concern and integrity this likely could have been solved much sooner with the evidence they had at the benefit of convicting all five suspects, putting the gang away and bringing closure to the victims family. 
________________________________________________________________
 
For my second case study the infamous 1978 assassination of Georgi Markov (the Guardian. 2012). The Cause of Markov’s death was found to be a micro-engineered pellet containing the highly poisonous substance ricin, believed from Markov’s testimony to be shot into his leg via an umbrella. As Markov was a Bulgarian writer with anti-communist views living in London his mysterious death garnered lots of media attention and speculation on Bulgarian secret service and KGB involvement. With his criticisms of the Bulgarian regime and writings tarnishing those in the inner circles it was inevitable that he would make enemies of the state. As he was a foreign national the details involving the case and cooperation of foreign agencies complicated the already strange situation. Georgi didn’t succumb to the effects of the poison until four days after he initially felt a sharp pain in the back of his right thigh whilst waiting at a bus stop, after seeing a man picking up an umbrella behind him. Metropolitan police ordered an autopsy of Markov’s body after he told doctors of his suspicions that he had been poisoned which is how the previously undetected ricin pellet was discovered. 
As for evidence there is so little in this case besides the ricin pellet, with another found in a similar assassination attempt on a Bulgarian defector Vladimir Kostov in a Paris metro station. As both men believed the pellets had been shot into their skin, this indicated state involvement due to the high level of skill that would have been required to craft the ricin pellets that were 1.70mm in diameter and comprised of 90% platinum. It had two holes drilled through it producing an X shaped cavity for the poison to sit in, the holes being 0.35mm in size. A sugary substance was used to coat the holes and melt at the temperature of 37 degrees (the body temperature of humans). As for documents being unavailable most suspect, they were purposefully destroyed to avoid the politics of English police arresting a foreign agent with ties to the KGB. Although notably two KGB defectors Oleg Kalugin and Oleg Gordievsky (RadioLiberty. 2015) have claimed that the KGB arranged the murder. Surprisingly there is a main suspect for the murder, an Italian named Francesco Gullino. Due to the suspicious lack of evidence and conspiracies around the murder it still remains unsolved. 
The lack of integrity with this case comes from the officials who handled it as they didn’t believe Markov; its only because he pressed doctors that he thought he’d been poisoned that a full autopsy was conducted. Due to the lack of official documentation on the case, the public were left with their imagination and plenty of dramatized newspaper headlines. Largely speculation and little communication sums it up, although I would take this with a pinch of salt as I couldn’t fine an official source on what happened to the documents of this case. Partnered with a lack of evidence, this did not bode well for police, if they were to make a case against the victim’s killer its likely they would be acquitted from what is known of the circumstances. Is it possible that details of the case have been kept hidden as to perhaps enhance or protect the integrity of the case?
_______________________________________________________________

Third case study is the conviction and subsequent acquittal of Barry George. He was found guilty of the murder of tv presenter Jill Dando on largely circumstantial evidence. Jill Dando was shot dead outside her home on April 26th, 1999. George was arrested for the murder on 25th of May in 2000 and charged four days later. He was convicted by a majority of ten to one thus given a life sentence on the 2nd July 2001. 
George became a suspect for several reasons due to his criminal past and his proximity to the area the murder occurred. He also had a history of violence towards women and stalking as well as the fact he’d taken photographs of female TV presenters. It was found that he also possessed a gun despite denying this claim, this would help lead to his arrest a year after the murder as a single particle of firearm discharge residue was found on his coat and this speck matched the ammunition used in the murder. As the only supposed non circumstantial evidence was the firearm residue, which was later in a 2019 documentary cleared as hundreds of people could come into contact with traces of gunshot residue potentially from an armed police officer or hobby shooter suddenly held no weight as damming evidence. Another factor was that he did not have a solid alibi for the time the killing happened and due to his past, the police knew he’d created false identities and fake alibis. 
On November 15th 2007 the court of appeal announced that the appeal was allowed and the conviction was quashed. The courts reasoning was that the prosecuting trial had relied primarily on less than integral evidence. Firstly, a witness who identified him being in Jill Dando’s street four hours prior to the murder. Along with other witnesses who could not pick George out of a lineup, but that had claimed they had seen a man in the street two hours before the murder who ‘might’ have been George. Secondly was that George had allegedly lied during his interviews and thirdly that he was making attempts to create a false alibi. Finally, the single FDR (firearm discharge residue) found on his overcoat roughly a year after the murder. George appeared before the old bailey on the 14th of December in 2007 and pleaded not guilty to Dando’s murder. His retrial began on June 9th, 2008 and ended with his acquittal on August 1st of the same year. 

When George was released for Dando’s murder, he tried to claim compensation for wrongful imprisonment which was denied. Likely down to the fact he had previous charges against him. One major factor against George was his personality, the press had made it easy to hate the man and blame him for the killing of a likable Tv personality. Before his release in 2006 Georges lawyers tried to make an appeal stating he was incapable of committing the murder because of mental disabilities. Michael Kopelman a neuropsychiatrist was brought in to argue that George Showed signs of “histrionics, paranoia and narcissim… and a personality disorder”. He was known to have an obsessive personality as well. (Campbell, Bowcott & Dodd. 2008) 

The last case and in my opinion the case that has the weakest grounds for a conviction and therefore lacking in integrity the most is the 1972 murder of Judith Roberts. This led to the wrongful conviction and subsequent 25 years incarcerated for Andrew Evans. The victim was a 14-year-old schoolgirl, who was beaten to death in Tamworth. At around 5:30 on the 7th of June 1972 Judith left home on her bike following an argument with her parents, she was found later that same evening under a pile of hedge clippings and fertiliser bags. She had cycled down Comberford Lane and found in a field adjacent to the road. (Birmingham Live, 2012)  
Andrew was stationed in Whittington military barracks close by, yet the soldier was one day away from handing over his uniform due to medical discharge following an asthma attack. The police asked those in the barracks to make statements of their whereabouts when the murder happened however the semi-illiterate Evans gave the name of an untraceable soldiers and two other who had left the barracks as those who could confirm his presence on the base causing an arise in suspicion. He was questioned by police and took himself to the station to confess after he thought he had seen the victim in a dream, he believed it was the guilt of murdering her despite not remembering if he was responsible. Police initially didn’t believe his statements but after three days were convinced, he was the killer and let him sign a written confession. However, police failed to mention Evan’s struggle with mental health, a diagnosed depressive with a Valium prescription. He made bizarre statements and acted erratically later saying “I confessed thinking it would stop all the crap going on in my head” (Weir, 2000). Evans stated he had dragged Judith from her bike and struggled with her in the field yet couldn’t answer whether he had been to Tamworth. He was convicted with no substantial evidence used in the trial besides his confession, used as a guidance by the prosecution to fit with the crime scene. Nothing could link Evans to the crime, no witnesses or trace that he’d been there. His trial took place in June 1973 in which he was found guilty by the jury and given his life sentence. 
It wasn’t until 1994 Evans wrote to the human rights orginisaton ‘Justice’ that they agreed to take up his case. As Evans had previously been told he had no grounds for appeal he hadn’t tried and accepted his fate. Kate Akester a solicitor who represented Evans won the right to appeal his conviction. In the December of 1997 Evans appeared before three judges at the “court of appeal of England and Wales” (Duce, 1997). “in this he clearly implicated himself as the murderer. Many of the details in this statement accorded with facts as then known or later established, but some did not” was a quote from Lord Bingham. (BBC, 1997) It was argued in his appeal that Evans at the time had suffered false memory as a result of extreme anxiety, inducing a hysterical state during his questioning. The judges held that because of his state of mind the confession would not have been admissible under the law as it stood in 1997. It was also noted that none of the victim’s blood had been found on Evans and that an unidentified fingerprint found on her bike in 1972 did not belong to him. (Duce,1997) Therefore, the court quashed the conviction as it was deemed unsafe and Evans was released with immediate effect. (BBC, 1997)
In conclusion I think these four select cases each demonstrate the impact of failures in the justice system at the expense of integrity. All outcomes were different, Stephen Lawrence’s case caused a socio-racial divide between people and the police as well as changes in the law of double jeopardy for murder cases. Andrew Evans’ case demonstrated the importance of having scientific evidence and not relying on a confession, especially since the accused was deemed fit for trial in 1973 despite later mental health problems being diagnosed. Each cause for failure is different but I think the similarity in George’s and Evan’s case was the pressure to make an arrest whereas the other two cases it seems like the opposite happened, that police were hesitant to make any arrests at the obstruction of justice in doing so. 
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