



This assignment will discuss how Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and Stop and Search are significant to the role police play in the English and Welsh Justice System. What the police criminal and evidence act 1984 entail what components make up the police and criminal evidence act. And stop and search will be disused with how it happens, how it works and how they act on it. 

Police and criminal evidence act 
“The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was brought in following recommendations set out by the Royal Commission on Criminal Procedure”. It was designed to carefully weigh a person's liberties against the police's authority while also standardising police practices. The police and criminal evidence act is split into 8 different codes, this includes “code A, code B, code C, code D, code E, code F, code G, and code H”. these are called codes of practice they all mean different things. 

Code A focuses on police officers using their legal authority to conduct a search of an individual or a car without first initiating an arrest. It also addresses the requirement that a police officer document any such stop or interaction. Code B focuses on the police's authority to search properties, confiscate, and hold onto any property or people found there. Code C lays forth the guidelines for how police officers must hold, care for, and interrogate individuals who are in their custody. In Wales and England, it took place as part of the Judges' Rules. Code D focuses on the primary techniques employed by law enforcement to verify an individual's identity in relation to investigations into crimes and the maintenance of precise and trustworthy criminal histories. Code E relates to audio recordings of police department accused interviews. Code F focuses on the audio-visual recording of suspect questioning. Code G covers the statutory authority to make arrests. Code H relates to the holding of suspected terrorists.  
(Murphy, N 2017)

The reasons for code B for police are to investigate items and information connected to an offence that could lead to solving a case, by using a search warrant to enter properties it helps police find misplaced criminal items that could be used as evidence linked to a crime. It also helps police with finding people if anyone has fled and needed to be found. And also, fine Children who run away from community housing after being committed or placed under detention. 
(GOV.UK, no date)

The reason for code C adequate hygienic safeguards in custody for women, sufficient hygiene. The new reformed law ensures every female offender will be questioned about Whether they need or anticipate using menstruation products while they are being held. It is necessary to inform them that substitute items are available and that they will be supplied at no cost. Security authorities are required to inquire as to if each inmate would want to discuss any personal needs pertaining to their well-being, cleanliness, or healthcare with an employee of the security staff in confidence. The inmates should be given the opportunity to discuss their needs for cleanliness and health care, and any necessary plans offered to be initiated practical. (GOV.UK, no date)


Code D this code applies to an individual who might be psychologically ill or defenceless in some way this applies to someone with a mental disability. It also pertains to an individual who seems to be younger than seventeen. This code also applies to an individual who looks to be visually impaired, profoundly visually disabled, hard of hearing, unable to comprehend written material or talk, or experiencing difficulties speaking. (GOV.UK, no date)


The police and criminal evidence act enforces the justice system by implementing the legislations set rules, they do this by setting these laws and making sure that they are used correctly and not against the community. All these legislations that are mentioned above are put in place to not only protect but to safeguard the public in situations where they are on the other side of the law. (Study Smarter, no date)


Stop and search

Law enforcement officials will only legally stop people who are part of the public and search them if they have a good faith belief that completing so will help them in their examinations into unlawful activity, including the search for illicit substances, firearms, or stolen items. Stop and search procedures are never used carelessly. Stop and search is mostly used by law enforcement to investigate their concerns about a person without making an arrest. The community is protected by stop and search tactics because they deter criminal activity, detect criminals, and foster public trust in law enforcement. The community is reassured that their encounters with law enforcements are being videotaped thanks to the usage of cameras worn on the bodies. Police and the community can see more information thanks to digital evidence. The search is legitimate, warranted, and able to withstand criticism from the community. (Metropolitan Police, no date)

Law enforcements possess a sincere and subjectively trustworthy belief that they will discover a forbidden item or tool intended for criminal use. The individual believes that they have been handled with dignity and is aware of the purpose of the search. The law enforcements search was both required and a most reasonable way to determine whether the subject possessed the object in question. (Metropolitan Police, no date)  

Age, ethnicity, and sex do affect how frequently someone is stopped and searched. The deployment of authority to combat offences and organisations is one of the many complicated causes for these distinctions. It does matter which demographic basis is utilised for comparing to determine whether the differences are equal. (GOV.UK, no date)

The way a stop and search works are law enforcements will as for your name, why you were spotted nearby that territory and where you intended to go. You are not required to wait or respond to any queries. You cannot be searched or taken into custody based solely on that if you do not have any additional grounds for suspicion. When there are sufficient reasons for law enforcements to believe you are in possessions of illegal objects. These suspicions could be illegal substances, firearms, and pilfered goods. It is only authorised by a high-ranking police officer that you may be searched and stopped without a warrant. This may occur if there is a suspicion that there could be significant harm done, if you have utilised a firearm, if someone is in a particular place and area. (Metropolitan Police, no date)


The significance of stop and search to the police and justice system is that the use of that law, it allows officers to express concerns on people they walk by. If they see something that is suspicious to them and that they have reasonable grounds to suspect that there is something concealed or doubtful feelings, they can then stop and search that person it allows safety to the public by fighting against crime. In 2022 there were “526,024 searches” made and “66,772 led to an arrest”. These figures show you that without stop and search 66,772 people could have gotten away and never been convicted. (GOV.UK, 2022)


Conclusion
In conclusion the police and criminal evidence act 1984 is provided to make the community safer within police stations, to make people understand that police are there to help the public and take amounts of precaution to ensure that the right people stay in prison and the wrong people are rightfully punished. Stop and search is more of a communal safeguarding it helps the community stay safe and trust the police more often. They are there to help and get an understanding of the people who could make offences and people who could not. They are the protection to the public. 
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