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Task 1 – 
Why are terrorist organisations often involved in other forms of criminality (e.g. acquisitive crime), and how can this inform counter-terrorism policing? 

Terrorist organisations are frequently involved in other forms of crime, for many reasons and Yvon Dandurand has stated in her research that “In an immediate sense, there is a direct link between the two: most terrorist acts are themselves crimes”. This evidencing that criminality is undeniably occurring amongst the most serious terrorist organisations. Understanding the actions and offences committed by terrorist organisations forms the way counterterrorism is policed within the UK. Counter-terrorism policing is primarily focused on protecting individuals, communities and nations from the threat of terrorism; with its main aims being prevention, disruption, investigation and response. The aims collectively focus on creating a secure environment, addressing the causes of terrorism and ensuring a coordinated and lawful approach to countering threats (Spalek, 2014). This response can be specific to individuals and groups and is designed based on the patterns and criminality of those persons. 

Although as previously stated terrorist acts themselves are criminal, these sorts of organisations often engage in other forms of common criminality for other means such as, as a means of sustaining their operations, increasing their influence and achieving their criminal objectives (Omelicheva Et al, 2011). It is suggested by Omelicheva that following the Cold War it is more prevalent for organisations to follow the crime-terror nexus as “there has been a reduction in the traditional revenue streams of terrorist groups, namely, state sponsorship and charitable donations. As a consequence, terrorist organizations have turned to…a range of other illicit activities to raise funds for their operations”. It is therefore believed that terrorist organisations have turned to engaging in criminal activities, sometimes solely for the purposes of financial gain. Serious terrorist activities require significant funding for things like recruitment, training, weapons and ammunitions, and propaganda and marketing and therefore “they become involved in various forms of lucrative conventional crimes, acquisitive or predatory, in order to support themselves and finance their main activities” (Dandurand et al, 2004).  Members of terrorist organisations therefore take part in offences such as drug trafficking and kidnappings as these activities provide a worthwhile and relatively accessible source of income. 
 
Many terrorist groups operate in environments where state structures are weak or non-existent; meaning that these organisations rely on illegal means to acquire items such as weapons, falsified documents and property needed to conduct their activities. These items are often facilitated through organised criminal networks as “in the absence of normal access to some of the means they require to conduct their terrorist activities, they become involved in various crimes in order to procure themselves with such means” (Dandurand et al, 2004). Various forms of human exploitation and conventional crimes, including participating in and the exploitation of various illicit markets, become the pre-requisites to the conduct of successful terrorist operations and it is deemed as operational necessity for these organisations to exploit these mechanisms in order to commit further offences. Modern technology and globalisation have enabled both terrorists and criminals to operate transnationally; engaging in crimes such as cyber fraud, human trafficking and illegal arms trading which are difficult to trace and disrupt.

In addition to the committal of separate criminal offences, criminal organisations and terrorist groups often share similar routes, resources and contacts which allows for collaboration to become a convenient way to facilitate their criminal actions. This sort of system creates a nexus between terrorism and organised crime and further evidences the relationship between criminal and terrorist activities and organisations (Pollichieni et al, 2021).  This nexus is prevalent with offences such as Human trafficking and modern slavery being committed by terrorist organisations, and research has explored the long-term advantages that modern terrorist groups might gain by the exploitation of individuals. A study from the RUSI journal states that “The exploitation of slavery by terrorist groups, apart from certain economic advantages, shows how strategic and tactical gains can also be achieved; for instance, in the field of recruitment, radicalisation or alliance building” (Pollichieni at al, 2021). By engaging with criminal activities, terrorist groups can appeal to individuals already involved in crime, offering them a sense of purpose or belonging within a broader ideological framework. This overlap can allow terrorist organisations to expand their recruitment base (Prezelj et al, 2023). This convergence between groups can be seen in areas of the world such as Northern Ireland when common criminals and those acting on behalf of the I.R.A begin to commit offences usually associated with the other (Garrod et al, 2019). 
Furthermore, specific terrorist organisations justify criminal activities as a means to an end, portraying them as a “necessary sacrifice” to achieve their political or ideological goals. For instance, groups may frame extortion or theft as a means of “taxation” or a moral obligation to fund their case. This ideological justification shows how common criminal activities such as blackmail occur whilst acting on behalf of a much larger terrorist group such as ISIS or Al Queda.  This suggests that terrorists are involved in criminality as it is a way to further advance their objective and allows for them to progress with their wider and more advanced goal.

To further add, terrorist groups often control territories where criminal economies flourish through other, additional criminal means. Terror groups do so by dictating areas involved in opium production in Afghanistan or oil smuggling in the Middle East. By controlling these economies, they gain both financial resources and leverage over local populations, making it a definitive way to further their cause (Grabowski at al, 2018). Research into this matter has returned that “the proliferation of un- or under-governed spaces has allowed terrorist organisations to exploit local populations and resources to support their operation” (Radicalisation Research, 2021) proving that terrorist organisations use common criminality to obtain monetary goods to achieve their aims. By engaging in criminality, terrorist organisations not only finance their operations but also blur the lines between ideological warfare and profit-driven criminal enterprise, complicating efforts to combat both terrorism and organised crime. 

However, by understanding the link between terrorism and other criminality, valuable insights can shape counter-terrorism policing strategies significantly. Police forces are able to target financial networks used by terrorist organisations as a way to disrupt their activities. Terrorist organisations rely on criminal activities for funding and by tracking and dismantling their financial networks their operations can be undermined (Alekseev et al, 2019). By monitoring money laundering channels and identifying suspicious financial transactions, counter-terrorism personnel are able to prevent revenue streams from reaching the hands of serious criminals (Pieth, 2002). Additionally, by applying targeted sanctions to groups and freezing assets of those involved and linked to terrorism offences and criminal organisations their financial lifelines can be obstructed (Gendron, 2017). 
Counter-terrorism policing involves complex organisational structures and inter-relationships designed to effectively prevent, detect and respond to terrorist threats. These structures typically operate across national, regional and international levels and involve various agencies working collaboratively, such as the counter-terrorism command within the Metropolitan police service and other specialised counter-terrorism units focus on intelligence, investigation and response within the UK. This work is also assisted with 11 regional police counter-terrorism units, across various areas within the UK formed recently to stream-line counter terrorism policing. “With increased focus on collaboratively gathering and sharing CT intelligence the new structure and working relationships were designed to overcome existing impediments to intelligence sharing to improve the UKs CT capability” . Additionally, in severe cases counter-terrorism efforts involve collaboration with military forces, particularly for large-scale operations or those in conflict areas. 
The military and UK police forces work in tandem with collaborative efforts with international law enforcement agencies such as Interpol, Europol’s European counter terrorism centre, military personnel and United Nations Counter-Terrorism office who all provide a global framework for coordination on counter-terrorism measures. These international agencies can improve tracking of international crimes such as the supply of controlled drugs, human trafficking or the importation of weapons and firearms. In addition to communications with policing agencies, collaborating with private sectors can also assist in the detection and disruption of financial transactions of these organisations. 
Counter-terrorism policing can be strengthened by cross-disciplinary collaboration with other law enforcement agencies; particularly those investigating serious and organised crime. This sort of advanced collaboration allows for better intelligence gathering which can identify and uncover overlaps in operations and networks being used. In addition to working with other policing units, partnering with other agencies can allow for the better investigation of significant crimes (Shelley, 2002). On the other hand, there are potential challenges in the collaboration of resources. There is a potential for dispute over jurisdiction or authority which can affect the response by agencies (Stedmon et al, 2012) . Further to this, effective counter terrorism policing heavily relies on balancing transparency of intelligence and the sharing of sensitive information (Ghaithi, 2017). 
As officers are aware of the connections between terrorism and organised crime, focusing on shared pathways can disrupt the recruitment of members to these groups. Anti-terrorism officers can address factors such as vulnerabilities of certain offenders and their shared motivations as a way to prevent individuals from engaging in terrorism offences. Additionally, policing efforts can be informed by these links and therefore focus on disrupting points where criminal and terrorist activities converge. This can be areas such as known smuggling routes and both in person and online black markets.  This allows for the collaborative risk assessment of those involved and deploy resource allocation to areas of need (Halford, 2023). 
Counterterrorism policing should adopt a technology-driven approach employ the advanced tools for monitoring the dark web and cyber activities of known criminals; terrorists increasingly use cyber crime for financing and cyber activities, targeting those using these platforms (Alawida et al, 2023) . Also, the use of pattern identification of financial transactions, communications or movements linked to terrorist networks can build intelligence integral in the disruption of criminals.  This highlighting one of the key functions of anti-terrorism policing being the gathering of intelligence’ which allows for the successful sharing of intelligence between agencies regarding suspects, data and potential threats. These threats are considered by specialists in counter-terrorism and categorised into: low, moderate, substantial, severe and critical which determine how likely an attack is to take place in the UK. This is based off of credible intelligence regarding planned specific threats, terrorist capabilities and both global and regional events that may influence those in the UK (MI5).  

In conclusion, by recognising the interconnectedness of terrorism and crime, counter-terrorism policing can adopt a more holistic and proactive approach; disrupting financial flows, leveraging intelligence partnerships and targeting shared networks (Counter-terrorism Policing, 2024) . By prosecuting members of terrorist groups for their roles in all criminal activities, such as involvement in organised crime, terrorism offences can be disrupted before they occur. By leveraging these intelligence partnerships and targeting all shared networks, terrorist organisations are weakened and organised crime is curtailed; this improves overall security and safety within the UK (College of Policing, 2013). Additionally, effective counter-policing relies on a multilayered approach involving local, national and international cooperation. Strengthening relationships, fostering trust and enhancing information sharing mechanisms are crucial for staying ahead of evolving threats. 
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Task 2 – 
What options do the police have for investigating volume crime? How might personal attitudes, values and bias impact upon the effectiveness of these options? 
South Wales Police and police in the UK deal with a significant volume of crime; with statistics from Office of National Statistics showing that there were “approximately 6.66 million crime offences recorded by the police in in England and Wales in 2023/24, compared with 6.74 million in the previous reporting year”. In order to deal with this significant volume of crime, police forces have to adapt and implement various methods in order to combat such large demands for officers and investigations (Britton et al, 2012). 
Volume crimes are offences that occur frequently and affect a large number of victims, often involving relatively low financial or social impact individually but contribute significantly to the overall crime rate. These crimes are typically non-violent although specific crimes can have serious consequences for victims.  
These offences include incidents such as burglary both residential and commercial, theft such as shoplifting or theft from a person, low level criminal damage and public order offences which all occur frequently and affect a large portion of the population. These crimes all share characteristics such as being high in frequency but low in complexity. This is evidenced as over the past year, “there were an estimated 9.2 million incidents of what is described as "headline crime"” with a total of 469,788 shop lifting offences being recorded in the year to June 2024, compared with 365,173 in the previous year (BBC News, 2024). 
These types of investigations are therefore frequent however are often straight forward compared to serious organised crimes (Tilley et al, 2007).  In the UK, there are therefore have several established options to effectively investigate these crimes. Addressing volume crime is a key priority for police forces due to its cumulative impact on communities; effective management and prevention strategies can significantly improve public safety and reduce the fear of crime (Robinson et al, 2009). 
One form of investigation includes the use of Crime Scene Investigation and the collection of forensic evidence. Research conducted by University of Strathclyde states “there is evidence that informal elements of professional and organizational culture, in particular the role characterizations of crime scene examiners, also have a bearing on their effective use in the investigation of high-volume property crime” (Ludwig et al, 2012).  The UK police forces have heavily invested in high quality equipment and skilled professionals in order to gather forensic evidence such as fingerprints, DNA, shoe prints or other physical evidence available at the scenes of crimes which was previously only used in more serious offences “Increasingly, however, forensic techniques are being used routinely to aid the investigation of volume crimes such as burglary and vehicle crime” (HMIC, 2000). 
Additionally, use of CCTV opportunities has allowed for the creation of Live Facial Recognition and Retrospective Facial recognition technology which is invaluable in the identification of prolific offenders and therefore the management of high-volume crimes. Retrospective facial recognition    (RFR) is used after an incident has occurred in a way to identify offenders against custody images, “Images are typically supplied from CCTV, mobile phone footage, dashcam or doorbell footage or social media. These images are then compared against images of people taken on arrest to identify a suspect” (Home office, 2023). RFR allows officers in charge of cases to submit CCTV or other footage to specially trained officers to review as a way to identify offenders for efficiently as a South Wales Police study found that without RFR identifications take around fourteen days, whereas with it they typically take minutes (Home Office, 2023). 

Correspondingly, community engagement proves to be a valuable resource for the police service whilst investigating volume crime (National Policing Improvement Agency, 2009) . Neighbourhood policing teams work closely with communities in order to gather intelligence and better identify repeat offenders. By building a foundation of trust with the communities they serve, officers are able to build a rapport with individuals and community groups which can encourage them to report suspicious or criminal activity. Additionally, it encourages those to work with the police and provide evidential statements in order to combat volume crime. Community engagement is also an effective way to educate the public with crime prevention advice such as how to secure property and personal belongings. Neighbourhood policing teams employ a range of policing styles including “hotspot” policing with targeting of resources in small geographical areas with high concentrations of crime has proved successful in combatting volume offences (Chapman et al, 2015). Police forces also introduce preventative measures into regular duties; increasing patrols in high-crime areas to deter potential offenders. 

Another approach to the investigation of volume crime is to focus on intelligence led policing (Belur et al, 2018). Data analysis and crime mapping management can identify hotspots for criminality and allow for the most effective allocation of resources. Intelligence led policing can also allow for the management of known offenders which can monitor those they are associating with and areas they are frequenting (Brodeur et al, 2006). In addition to police obtained intelligence, working with a multi-agency approach such as probation offices and with local authorities can build significant background intelligence to establish the clothing being worn by offenders and where they are residing (Cotter, 2017).  This can allow for the identification of those in CCTV from clothing and ascertain the whereabouts of local offenders and if they have been involved in recent offences. These forms of developing intelligence involve “police organisations are actively centralising their services through the implementation of shared technologies” (Sanders et al, 2012).  These work in tandem with offender management programmes (Home Office, 2013) that focus on rehabilitating and monitoring repeat offenders; the management of repeat offenders includes ensuring compliance with bail conditions, curfews and other court orders in order to deter further criminal activity and involvement in high volume crimes.  The most persistent and problematic offenders are therefore made easily identifiable to appropriate services and are managed jointly by partner agencies working together (Haskins, 2019).
Likewise, local authorities’ collaboration can also allow for the association to address environmental factors contributing to crimes; and therefore, develop a working strategy of how to combat them also (Brace, 2024). Collaboration with private sector businesses such as pawnshops or second-hand dealers can allow for the successful trace of stolen goods associated with volume crime. 

Technological tools are consistently advancing, allowing for the collection of digital evidence (HMICFRS, 2019). This digital approach allows the access of data from mobile phones, computers and open-source social media platforms in order to trace suspects.  Due to the ever-changing nature of volume crime, “most crimes today have a digital footprint – a trail of data that is left behind by users of digital services. And electronic evidence is part of almost all criminal activities” this allowing for a line of enquiry not previously available to investigating officers (Horsman, 2021).  In the same way, open-source social media platforms can allow for the movements of suspects to be identified with easy-to-use location mapping services and by viewing the profiles of those offending (Walcott, 2021). 

Further to tools accessed by officers, the police force uses the Police National Computer in order to obtain information of suspects and potentially trace their offending patterns (College of Policing, 2013). Volume crimes can also be investigated using the National DNA data base to identify suspect previously known to the police services (Beken et al, 2019) as “because of its unique character, DNA is believed to be a credible method of linking a suspect to a crime scene in order to solve crimes”. 

Despite these options for investigating volume crime, their effectiveness can be altered due to personal attitudes, values and bias. These factors can influence decision-making, resource allocation and interactions with the public, potentially enhancing or undermining investigation efforts, “Similarly, confirmation bias is the tendency to seek out and attribute weight to pieces of evidence that support an individual’s preconceived notion and ignore evidence which disproves it”(Thompson, 2023) . 
Police officers with a proactive and empathetic approach may be more effective in engaging communities, gathering intelligence, and building trust. This fosters cooperation and encourages witnesses or victims to come forward.
However, negative Attitudes: Cynicism or apathy can lead to neglect of certain cases, particularly those perceived as less serious, thereby reducing investigative success rates in particular with volume crime. Officers who prioritize fairness and integrity are more likely to conduct thorough investigations, regardless of the victim's background or the crime's perceived importance as volume crime has a smaller impact on an individual victim but a large impact on society as a whole (Albin, 2024). 
Cultural Sensitivity can also impact the resolution of volume crime as respect for diverse values within communities can enhance collaboration, while insensitivity may alienate witnesses or victims. Implicit Bias can also be considered as unconscious stereotypes about certain groups can lead to profiling or overlooking potential suspects or victims, skewing investigations and eroding public trust. This stereotyping of potential suspects being known offenders or prolific offenders at a certain crime may prevent the actual detection of those responsible. 
In addition to personal bias, confirmation Bias can skew investigators to focus on evidence that supports their initial assumptions while disregarding alternative leads, potentially compromising the investigation, this can be particularly common in the conviction of volume crimes (Meakin et al, 2022). 
On the other hand, bias or negative attitudes may hinder the effectiveness of neighbourhood policing teams, due to mistrust in the police or pre-conceived ideas of the police actions which therefore concludes in reducing the quality of local intelligence.
By addressing personal attitudes, values, and biases, law enforcement agencies can enhance the fairness, effectiveness, and credibility of their efforts in investigating and reducing volume crime. Research supports that ethical and bias-free policing improves public cooperation and outcomes​ (Thompson, 2023). 
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