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The module title of “Live Project” certainly attracted my interest as I had a number of thoughts of what it could involve, but did not really have a clue.  Upon hearing that we would be working on the Carmarthen Bay Film Festival, my excitement started to grow, especially when it came to light that my main role would be to write reviews for some of the more popular films that were to be shown there, a number of which would be published in the official programme.
I reviewed a selection of films that were recommended to me by Kelvin as it would be an enormous undertaking to watch and write about every film that was submitted to the festival in such a short space of time.  I decided that, for this project, my reviews should focus only on the positive aspects of the films, in order to help promote the festival’s line up and to avoid directors not submitting films in the future.  I also wanted to avoid “spoilers”, keeping the content of my reviews rather general in order to avoid revealing plot points to the audience and possibly impacting their individual viewing experiences.  This does not affect my professional integrity as film reviewer since I am not lying about my opinion on the films, but simply leaving out any negative points.  My approach to this has been inspired by the articles published in the free monthly magazines that are available in Odeon Cinema chains, where they too want to avoid alienating potential audiences. 
The first film I reviewed was Troll Bridge, a short film adapted from late author Terry Pratchett’s short story of the same name.  This was the headliner of the festival, having its European premier on the opening day of the event.  This was somewhat of a challenge for me, aside from The Lord of the Rings films and the Game of Thrones television series, I am not the biggest fan of the fantasy genre, with the only Terry Pratchett media I had consumed up to this point being the television adaptation of Hogfather (2006) starring David Jason and I did not really enjoy that.  Fortunately, the technical brilliance of Troll Bridge, the quality of the visual effects and beautiful landscapes gave me enough positives to write about.  It pleased me greatly to see that this review was published in the official programme, available not only to the few hundred in attendance that day, but also to download online.
I reviewed a number of other films of various runtimes in much the same way, some I was pleasantly surprised by, such as Paris Song and others where I found myself with not too much to say, as was the case with my review for Gerry Anderson’s Firestorm, which I enjoyed, but found was too short to properly review.  Then there was Imaginary Bullets.  When I finished watching it, I thought it was fine if a little too “artsy”.  However, the more I thought and wrote about it, the message and symbolism of it started to become clearer to the point where my review began to take on more of the form of a short analysis.  To remain somewhat consistent with the rest of my work, I kept it brief, though it is certainly something I would consider building upon, if not with this short film then certainly with other films in future.  These reviews will also soon be posted onto my own personal blog Is That A Reference.  Next time, I would perhaps start the reviewing process earlier, select a wider range of films and aim to get more of them published in an official capacity.
My role in this live project was not limited to just writing.  I also assisted on a number of video projects on location for the festival and was on hand to help set up for the big premier on opening day.  I was grateful for this since I was beginning to feel a slight disconnect from the rest of the festival.  Not that I was disappointed in my main writing role, far from it, but it did feel nice to be more directly involved with the team and Carmarthen Bay Film Festival. 
On the morning of Wednesday the 22nd of May I was responsible for recording the sound for a tour of the theatre promoting this year’s festival and a walking quick-fire interview that will be used to promote next year’s festival, both featuring Kelvin and filmed by Amy.  I have previously been a boom mic operator for one of Amy’s university projects, though whilst that did involve holding the microphone in the air for a while in one hand and monitoring the sound levels in the other, I was stationary, only in one interior location where the talent was not moving.  However, in the case of the festival, we were constantly on the move, starting from the exterior of the theatre to different areas of the interior without any cutting.  Naturally, there were issues out of our control, such as cars passing, gulls squawking and pedestrians walking by that prompted restarts, though this was not too much of a problem.
My role for the Troll Bridge premier on Monday 27th was similar.  I arrived at around half past nine that morning so that I would be on hand to help set up for the event, moving furniture, setting up equipment and placing collectible cards on the seats in the theatre.  For the stream recording the build up and Q&A of the event, our microphone was stationary, so I was responsible for monitoring the sound levels which, in a room full of dedicated and excited Discworld fans, were constantly in flux.  
I have had a fun and enjoyable time working on this live project module.  I have gained some valuable experience in different fields in the industry, such as writing reviews for a purpose and working as a runner and microphone operator for both promotional material and live events.     
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