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The city of Ur would The Lapis Lazuli used in the statue came from The red limestone used in
have imported shells the Badakhshan mines in Afghanistan. These the base of the statuette
oV e mines are believed to be the main sources of most likely came from the

, Lapis Lazuli for the entire Ancient Near East. Indus Valley, far to the
Mediterranean, Near In particular, Mesopotamia and the City of Ur East of Ur and outside the

East and Arabia. Shell were obsessed with Lapis Lazuli. In fact, Ur did "periphery” of Ur's trade
was used in not just use the precious Lapis Lazuli they influence. During the

Mesopotamian art as a imported themselves, but they also exported DRl
it to Egypt. Mesopotamia, a complex
contrast to the dark urban culture appeared

blue lapis lazuli and in the Indus Valley and
glittering precious became its own centre.
metals.

Depicting a goat on its hind
legs is not unique to
Mesopotamia. Many

cultures worldwide depict

goats in this way as it is
typical behaviour, even
today!

Fig 4: Minoan, 15th C. bce Fig 5: Anatolian, 6th C. bce

Fig 6: Sassy, 2022 : Ram Caught in a Thicket, Penn Meuseum
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Gold was an important Copper was widely used in Silver was used to decorate objects
N and as a form of "standard
status symbol throughout Mesopotamian "art", and there are currency” around Mesopotamia and
the Ancient World and was many different routes for the copper the surrounding societies. Because
often used for religious trade. Archaeological evidence of its duel value as a commodity
objects. Evidence from suggests a disruption in the copper ';zesgfg?rjseatﬁz'ltifoeférfaad;'a':ﬂ'iu?;:
texts give many different trade to Northern Mesopotamia during piece of silver. For example, a silver
sources for gold, and the early Akkadian period, but this was ingot may travel from the Persian
analysis by the Penn not the case for the Southern cities, ST i Sl e S Ee el
textiles from an Egyptian, who
Museum on the g0|d from such as Ur. exchanges it with an Anatolian for
the Royal Tombs suggest copper who trades it for grain in Ur.
the source to be alluvial

deposits in Turkey and

One of the critical
differences between goats
and sheep in Mesopotamian
iconography is that goats
: stand on their hind legs, and
45.70cm : i sheep are sat down. Both o
these forms can be seen on
a cylinder seal from Uruk ca.
3000 BCE

Fig 8: Cylinder Seal VA 10537, Vorderasiatisches
Museum, Berlin.

Fig 9: Ram Caught in a Thicket, The British Museum
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