Operationalisation and Measurement
Exercise for SBPD7003 Quantitative Methods

[bookmark: _GoBack]Get together in groups of three or four students.

1. Consider a conceptual model that the group finds interesting.  Express the model using words and then graphically.
2. Now, list the key concepts in the model that would need to be operationalised in order to make this a researchable theoretical model.
3. For each of the key concepts, brainstorm as many ways as possible that you might measure or observe something quantifiable in order to obtain a variable corresponding to this concept.
4. What are the pros and cons of each of your suggested measurements or observations?  Think in terms of reliability and validity, as well as practical issues like time, cost and feasibility.
5. Now, choose a strategy for operationalising each of your key concepts.  Will you use a single-variable measurement, or perhaps a combination of variables?
6. Returning to the conceptual model you expressed at the start, formulate a set of testable hypotheses involving the variables you have decided to measure.
