
This extract is an account of the actions of Conon, and Pharnabazus, and their actions in removing the remaining supporters of the Lacedemonians, some turning willingly towards their side others with force. The extract tells of the Lacedaemonians' loss of sovereignty in the sea, and Conon’s subsequent moves in the Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dio. Biblio Hist. 14. 84. 3-5. ] 

It is a very matter of fact, there are few, if any embellishments in this section and it reads more like a list, rather than an active recount of the situation. Three of the sentences start with the word after for example.[footnoteRef:2] While this doesn’t remove from the validity of it as a source it does leave it rather dry. We can assume Diodorus wanted others to read this work, as each book's contents is outlined in a contents page in each book.[footnoteRef:3] It does not make for easy reading and is written in quite a matter-of-fact style. It is a Chronology,[footnoteRef:4] meaning that it is supposed to be impartial, so people's thoughts are not represented by it, and at first glance it does seem largely unbiased.  [2:  Dio. Biblio Hist. 14.84. 3-5. ]  [3:  Dio. Biblio Hist. 14]  [4:  Gray (2006) p.1] 

The author of this extract was Diodorus Siculus, a Sicilian scholar and was published in his Bibliotheca historica a universal history.[footnoteRef:5] He wrote a history from the age of mythology, and presumably up to Caesar's Gallic wars, although many of these forty books have been lost.[footnoteRef:6] While not having definite sources and not citing them always, he does cite where parts of his history are from - which sources he has taken them from.[footnoteRef:7] This has led to some interesting modern criticism, that he has just copied from the previous sources rather than writing his own accounts of history,[footnoteRef:8] which does not add nor take away from the use of this source.  [5:  Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. Diodorus Siculus. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Diodorus-Siculus (Accessed 9/3/2023)]  [6:  Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. Diodorus Siculus. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Diodorus-Siculus (Accessed 9/3/2023)]  [7:  Dio. Biblio Hist. ]  [8:  Landucci, F. Diodorus Siculus. Oxford Biographies https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/display/document/obo-9780195389661/obo-9780195389661-0320.xml (Accessed 9/3/2023)] 

On the topic of sources, according to the online collection of ancient works Perseus Digital Library, [footnoteRef:9] this recount was most likely taken with information from Xenophon’s Hellenica and Plutarch’s Agesilaus (Although Plutarch was not used as a source for this extract). Where this particular instance is recounted with more depth than in Diodorus’ account,[footnoteRef:10] which means this source is more useful as an overview of these battles and figures and a springboard into this period, rather than an in depth view of the situation.  [9:  Perseus Digital Library, Diodorus Siculus,  https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Diod.+14.84&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084#note1 (Accessed 9/3/2023)]  [10:  Asmonti. (2015)] 

Diodorus was alive during the 1st century BCE,[footnoteRef:11] although no exact dates are known, he was writing between 60 and 30 BCE.[footnoteRef:12] The time of the actions happening in the extract was from the year 394 BCE,[footnoteRef:13] meaning it was at least 364 years since he was writing, and he is crafting this retelling/chronology from his reading of Primary sources.  [11:  Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. Diodorus Siculus. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Diodorus-Siculus (Accessed 9/3/2023)]  [12:  Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. Diodorus Siculus. Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Diodorus-Siculus (Accessed 9/3/2023) ]  [13:  Perseus Digital Library, Diodorus Siculus. 14.84 https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Diod.+14.84&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084#note1  (Accessed 9/3/2023)] 


It is possible to see some of Diodorus’ bias in the way he discusses the Lacedaemodians and responses to them during the war:  ‘Lacedaemonian garrisons and maintained their freedom,’[footnoteRef:14] he writes with a very positive view of the Athenians. This is likely due to many of his sources being Athenian and not Spartan, as there are very few Spartan sources that have survived or that were perhaps written. However, because this is a Chronology, or at least seems to be attempting that, this impartiality is not incredibly useful. Although it does present something else: it may be an insight into the ideas of the people during the 1st century of this time period, and how their own bias was in the past, such that they came down on the side of the Athenians.  [14:  Dio. Biblio Hist. 14. 84.4] 


There is one factual ‘inaccuracy’, the referenced alliance made by Conon, was not in fact negotiated by him, and was negotiated by Pharnabazus. At least according to Xenophon's Hellenica.[footnoteRef:15] However, how accurate a source this is can also be brought into question, it is often seen as quite a biased source and based on personal opinion and has a few notable omissions, such as not considering Persian influence on Greek politico-military history after 386 BCE.[footnoteRef:16] Even so, modern scholars do not see him as someone who makes up the facts of his recount, and is writing about things within his lifetime, and writing about events that he or his friends had been involved in, making him a largely reliable first-hand account.[footnoteRef:17] In contrast, Diodorus has included information seen as actively at odds with this, putting his validity into question.  [15:  Xen. Hell. 4.8.6 ]  [16:  Tuplin, C, J. Xenophon,  Encyclopædia Iranica, online edition,2000, revised 2013, (Accessed 9/3/2023)]  [17:  Tuplin, Christopher J.. Xenophon. Encyclopedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Xenophon. (Accessed 9 March 2023)] 

Other parts of Diodorus’ writing have also been criticised for being actively wrong. His Chronology of the years after the years 375 to 371 BCE have been questioned.[footnoteRef:18] While I cannot find any sources questioning this particular passage of Diodorus, and parts of it are brought into question, there is nothing to say that it is not a largely true account and can be taken as factual.   [18:  Gray (2009)] 

Therefore, Diodorus’ account of Conon’s actions in 394 BCE and 393 BCE[footnoteRef:19] could be considered a good factual description of events taking place in response to his fleet in the Aegean, and his own actions in the area. However, it does not provide many details; there is no mention of tactics, or actively express opinions, his own or from those alive at the time. We are slightly trapped into having to take much of Diodorus at face value, on this subject in particular, as there is a distinct lack of sources which discuss Conon, there are two whole accounts and one fragmented. There isn’t enough historical evidence to say who is right and wrong, and so whether this extract is reliable will remain a mystery unless more evidence appears.  [19:  Asmonti (2017) p157 - 159] 
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