Paraphrasing & Summarising 
	
Original passage:
Nobody called him Abe--at least not to his face--because he loathed the nickname. It did not befit a respected professional who'd struggled hard to overcome the limitations of his frontier background. Frankly Lincoln enjoyed his status as a lawyer and politician, and he liked money, too, and used it to measure his worth. By the 1850's, thanks to a combination of talent and sheer hard work, Lincoln was a man of substantial wealth. He had an annual income of around $5,000--the equivalent of many times that today--and large financial and real-estate investments. 

Oates, Stephen B. Our Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln, John Brown, and the Civil War Era. Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 1979. p. 65 

Incorrect paraphrase:
No one used Lincoln's nickname, Abe, because he detested it. It didn't go with a lawyer and politician who had worked to get away from the restrictions of his country heritage. Lincoln liked his new position, and his wealth, and used it to gauge his status. By mid-century, his skill and labor had made him a fairly wealthy man. He had a yearly income of approximately $5,000 - equal to several times that now - and hefty business and land commitments.

** This is incorrect because it uses the same basic structure as the original with some word changes and does not credit the author.

Correct paraphrase:
By the middle of the century, Lincoln enjoyed life as a well-respected lawyer and politician, having acquired a position of status and wealth that was well removed from his early "frontier background". He now was bringing in $5,000 a year (this translates to $87,500 in 1997 dollars [Derks, 2]), and had substantial "financial and real estate investments". As a consequence, he disliked being called Abe because of its association with his rural heritage. (Oates, 65) 

** This is correct because it portrays the ideas of Oates' passage and gives Oates credit for his ideas. The writer has used his own words to present those ideas and has used quotation marks for those phrases that are from Oates. The writer has also included additional research on the value of the income and has sited the source for that as well.

Correct summarisation:
When we think of Abraham Lincoln, the image of a wealthy lawyer is not the first that comes to mind. A man, who worked hard, struggled and came from a less than ideal background is often the picture we invoke. However, it is an incomplete portrait. Mr. Lincoln was successful both professionally and financially even by today's standards. (Oates, 65)

** This is also correct. It summarizes Oates' ideas completely in the writer's own words, but gives Oates credit for the ideas.


Source: https://library.rit.edu/instruction/dl/cptutorial/phraseexercise.html 
Exercise 1
Match each sentence from the summary to the corresponding passage from the text.
[image: image1.jpg]Study Skills Summaries

Promising results from cancer study

A A new experimental vaccine has shown promising results in the fight against lung cancer.
In a small Texas-based study, a vaccine developed by scientists at Baylor University Medical

Centre in Dallas, USA cured lung cancer in some patients and slowed the progress of the
disease in others.

B Researchers have reported encouraging findings from this small study. Forty-three patients
suffering from lung cancer were involved in these trials. Ten of these patients were in the
early stages and thirty-three in the advanced stages of the disease. They were injected with
the vaccine every two weeks for three months, and were carefully monitored for three years.
In three of the patients in the advanced stages of cancer, the disease disappeared and in the
others, it did not spread for five to twenty-four months. However, no great difference was
seen in the patients in the early stages of the illness.

C This new vaccine uses the patient’s own immune system. It is made specifically for each
patient and is injected into the arm or leg. It stimulates the body’s immune system, which
then recognizes that the cancer cells are harmful, and attacks and destroys them.

D The vaccine could be effective against other forms of cancer. It offers great hope for the

treatment of cancer in general, although further studies are needed before such treatment

can be widely used. (232 words)

Deakin, F. P. (2007). Promising results from cancer study. New Medical Journal, 32.




1.  A group of US researchers has carried out trials of a new vaccine which is effective against lung cancer.

2. The study was limited to fewer than fifty people.

3. Some patients at an advanced stage of the disease were cured.

4. Each patient in the trial had their own vaccine which activated their body’s immune system and enabled it to fight the cancer.

5. It is hoped that other forms of cancer could be cured in a similar way.

Paraphrasing Exercise 2
Write a paraphrase of each of the following passages on a separate page. Try not to look back at the original passage.

1. "The Antarctic is the vast source of cold on our planet, just as the sun is the source of our heat, and it exerts tremendous control on our climate," [Jacques] Cousteau told the camera. "The cold ocean water around Antarctica flows north to mix with warmer water from the tropics, and its upwellings help to cool both the surface water and our atmosphere. Yet the fragility of this regulating system is now threatened by human activity." From "Captain Cousteau," Audubon (May 1990):17.

2. The twenties were the years when drinking was against the law, and the law was a bad joke because everyone knew of a local bar where liquor could be had. They were the years when organized crime ruled the cities, and the police seemed powerless to do anything against it. Classical music was forgotten while jazz spread throughout the land, and men like Bix Beiderbecke, Louis Armstrong, and Count Basie became the heroes of the young. The flapper was born in the twenties, and with her bobbed hair and short skirts, she symbolized, perhaps more than anyone or anything else, America's break with the past. From Kathleen Yancey, English 102 Supplemental Guide (1989): 25.
flapper - A young woman, especially one in the 1920s who showed disdain for conventional dress and behavior.
3. Of the more than 1000 bicycling deaths each year, three-fourths are caused by head injuries. Half of those killed are school-age children. One study concluded that wearing a bike helmet can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent. In an accident, a bike helmet absorbs the shock and cushions the head. From "Bike Helmets: Unused Lifesavers," Consumer Reports (May 1990): 348.

4. Matisse is the best painter ever at putting the viewer at the scene. He's the most realistic of all modern artists, if you admit the feel of the breeze as necessary to a landscape and the smell of oranges as essential to a still life. "The Casbah Gate" depicts the well-known gateway Bab el Aassa, which pierces the southern wall of the city near the sultan's palace. With scrubby coats of ivory, aqua, blue, and rose delicately fenced by the liveliest gray outline in art history, Matisse gets the essence of a Tangier afternoon, including the subtle presence of the bowaab, the sentry who sits and surveys those who pass through the gate. From Peter Plagens, "Bright Lights." Newsweek (26 March 1990): 50.
scrubby – covered with shrubs
bowaab - doorman

5. While the Sears Tower is arguably the greatest achievement in skyscraper engineering so far, it's unlikely that architects and engineers have abandoned the quest for the world's tallest building. The question is: Just how high can a building go? Structural engineer William LeMessurier has designed a skyscraper nearly one-half mile high, twice as tall as the Sears Tower. And architect Robert Sobel claims that existing technology could produce a 500-story building. From Ron Bachman, "Reaching for the Sky." Dial (May 1990): 15.

Source: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/619/02/
Paraphrasing Exercise 3
Decide whether the paraphrased passages are acceptable or unacceptable. 

Original Source
A key factor in explaining the sad state of American education can be found in overbureaucratization, which is seen in the compulsion to consolidate our public schools into massive factories and to increase to mammoth size our universities even in underpopulated states. The problem with bureaucracies is that they have to work hard and long to keep from substituting self-serving survival and growth for their original primary objective. Few succeed. Bureaucracies have no soul, no memory, and no conscience. If there is a single stumbling block on the road to the future, it is the bureaucracy as we know it.
Edward T. Hall, Beyond Culture, Anchor Publishing, 1977, p. 219
Paraphrase 1
American education is overly bureaucratic. This is manifest in the increasing size of educational institutions, even in small states. Bureaucracies are bad because they tend to work to promote their own survival and growth rather than that of the institution, as was their initial objective. Most bureaucracies fail because they have a conscience or a soul. I believe that bureaucracies are the biggest stumbling block on the road to the educational future.
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Paraphrase 2
Bureaucratization has proved to be a major stumbling block on the road to our educational future. American institutions have become factories that are more conducive to the growth of bureaucratic procedures than to the growth of the students who attend them. Bureaucracies have to work long and hard to keep from promoting their own survival rather than the educational goals that were their primary objective.
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Paraphrase 3
Bureaucratization has proved to be a major stumbling block on the road to our educational future. American institutions have become factories that are more conducive to the growth of bureaucratic procedures than to the growth of the students who attend them. This means that, as Edward T. Hall says in his book, Beyond Culture, today's educational institutions "have no soul, no memory, and no conscience". 
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Paraphrase 4
In his book, Beyond Culture, Edward T. Hall discusses the problems posed by the increasing bureaucratization of American educational institutions. Hall maintains that overbureaucratization is one of the key factors governing the state of education in America today. He points to the tendency of bureaucracies to promote their own growth and survival first and foremost, and observes that few overcome that tendency. He believes that this is responsible for the fact that many public schools bear a closer resemblance to factories than to educational institutions. In Hall's words, "Bureaucracies have no soul, no memory, and no conscience."

ANSWERS
Exercise 1 
1.  “…a vaccine developed by scientists at Baylor University Medical Centre in Dallas, USA cured lung cancer in some patients…”  (A)

2. “Forty-three patients suffering from lung cancer were involved in these trials”  (B)

3. “In three of the patients in the advanced stages of cancer, the disease disappeared and in the others, it did not spread for five to twenty-four months” (B)

4. “This new vaccine uses the patient’s own immune system…It stimulates the body’s immune system, which then recognizes that the cancer cells are harmful and attacks or destroys them” (C)

5. “The vaccine could be effective against other forms of cancer” (D)

Paraphrasing Exercise 2: Possible Answers

Here are sample answers for the paraphrasing exercise:

1. According to Jacques Cousteau, the activity of people in Antarctica is jeopardizing a delicate natural mechanism that controls the earth's climate. He fears that human activity could interfere with the balance between the sun, the source of the earth's heat, and the important source of cold from Antarctic waters that flow north and cool the oceans and atmosphere ("Captain Cousteau" 17). 

2. During the twenties lawlessness and social nonconformity prevailed. In cities organized crime flourished without police interference, and in spite of nationwide prohibition of liquor sales, anyone who wished to buy a drink knew where to get one. Musicians like Louis Armstrong become favorites, particularly among young people, as many turned away from highly respectable classical music to jazz. One of the best examples of the anti-traditional trend was the proliferation of young "flappers," women who rebelled against custom by cutting off their hair and shortening their skirts (Yancey 25).

3. The use of a helmet is the key to reducing bicycling fatalities, which are due to head injuries 75% of the time. By cushioning the head upon impact, a helmet can reduce accidental injury by as much as 85%, saving the lives of hundreds of victims annually, half of whom are school children ("Bike Helmets" 348).

4. Matisse paintings are remarkable in giving the viewer the distinct sensory impressions of one experiencing the scene first hand. For instance, "The Casbah Gate" takes one to the walled city of Tangier and the Bab el Aassa gateway near the Sultan's palace, where one can imagine standing on an afternoon, absorbing the splash of colors and the fine outlines. Even the sentry, the bowaab vaguely eyeing those who come and go through the gate, blends into the scene as though real (Plagens 50). 

5. How much higher skyscrapers of the future will rise than the present world marvel, the Sears Tower, is unknown. However, the design of one twice as tall is already on the boards, and an architect, Robert Sobel, thinks we currently have sufficient know-how to build a skyscraper with over 500 stories (Bachman 15).
Paraphrasing Exercise 3: Answers

1 - unacceptable

2 - unacceptable

3 - unacceptable

4 – acceptable
Paraphrasing Exercise 2
1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7

