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Abstract



This dissertation explores the factors that may contribute to the underreporting of domestic abuse amongst male victims and survivors. It analyses the societal, psychological, and systemic elements that result in a male’s silence. While domestic abuse is frequently viewed as a ‘Gendered crime’, this perspective marginalises male victims and leads to their experiences being insufficiently represented in both academic, professional, and public discussion.
This research identifies many barriers for male victims through an online questionnaire in which the participants answer openly and honestly. These barriers include the lack of male-focused resources and misconceptions from society surrounding male victims and the risk of misidentification as the aggressor by police officers.
By examining this underrepresented topic, this dissertation aims to deliver an understanding of these challenges and advocates for a gender-inclusive approach to domestic abuse. This research is driven by the necessity to address gaps in awareness and policy, ensuring that domestic abuse is recognised as a human issue rather than solely a gender-specific one. It aims for male victims to voice their experiences and access the support they deserve without fear of stigma or discrimination.
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Chapter One: Introduction
Recognising that a significant number of men perceive domestic abuse as an issue that solely affects them personally, (Mankind, 2024) and many men may be unaware that others are sharing similar experiences, this dissertation aims to investigate the underlying factors contributing to the underreporting of domestic abuse among male victims and why male victims and survivors choose not to speak out. 
The underreporting of domestic abuse amongst male victims is a complex issue and is potentially influenced by society, stigma, gendered and unconscious bias (Mankind, 2024).
Sadly, if male victims of domestic abuse were to seek assistance via Google, they would find that the first page of that search engine predominantly focuses on support for females and children, reinforcing the portrayal that domestic abuse victims, are women (Google, 2024) and this emphasis may unintentionally contribute to the perception of men as the aggressors in such situations. 
Domestic abuse is often perceived as a gendered crime, with women typically recognised as victims and men as perpetrator’s (Holt, 2020). This perspective could be a reason why there is a significant lack of research concerning male victims. Unfortunately, this could render their experiences largely overlooked. Consequently, resources and help are predominantly directed toward female victims, leaving the male victims without adequate support or assistance (Holt, 2020). 
Traditional gender roles have historically positioned men as the protectors of a family, characterised by strength and emotional resilience (The Art of Manliness, 2021). This societal expectation may contribute to a public perception that men cannot be victims, leading them to suffer in silence and resulting in the underreporting of male victims of domestic abuse. Consequently, this could create gaps in data collection and analysis, potentially distorting the understanding of domestic abuse and hindering initiatives and training for the Police that focuses on supporting male victims (Northlake Behavioural Health System, n.d.).
This dissertation investigates the factors behind the underreporting of male domestic abuse by analysing its root causes through research already available and an online questionnaire sent to participants within the police force and those participants not, asking key questions regarding this topic and considering participants thoughts. It will seek to find the root causes as to why male victims are not reporting domestic abuse and by addressing this overlooked issue, the research will seek to challenge dominant narratives about domestic abuse and recommend change in current policies and police training. It will attempt to bridge a gap in existing research in order to give male victims the confidence and security that they are not alone, that domestic abuse is not simply a gendered crime but a human crime.  
“The truth is that domestic abuse knows no gender, and neither should our compassion” (Anonymous, n.d.)





Chapter Two: Literature Review

2.1 Summary
This literature review will take a thematic approach to domestic abuse against male victims and discover possible reasons why male victims are less likely to report such abuse to the police. Whilst utilising, exploring, and analysing openly sourced literature available on the topic surrounding male victims of domestic abuse, it will address the research objectives outlined below. 
1) To identify the possible reasons as to why a male may be reluctant to report domestic abuse.
2) To explore whether males believe that police officers operate with an unconscious bias when it relates to domestic abuse.
3) To establish what is required to remove any barriers for men who report domestic abuse and empower male victims to report the same. 

2.2 Definition of Domestic Abuse
The definition of Domestic Abuse is outlined by legislation.gov.uk and codified in the Domestic Abuse Act 2021. According to this Act, domestic abuse is defined as the behaviour of a person (“A”) toward another person (“B”), when both parties are aged 16 years or older and share a personal relationship and that behaviour consists of any physical or sexual abuse, violent or threatening behaviour, controlling or coercive behaviour, economic abuse, psychological, emotional or other abuse and it would not matter if the behaviour consist of a single incident or over a period of time (Domestic Abuse Act 2021). 
2.3 Possible reasons as to why men may be reluctant to report Domestic Abuse
As part of this dissertation, it will be essential to explore the reasoning as to why some male victims of domestic abuse are reluctant to report it. There could be a variety of factors as to why this may be the case which are considered below and include societal stigmatization, the fear of being not believed by friends or family, the potential of being villainised by the police. They may believe that police officers may operate with unconscious bias or is it simply that those males cannot envisage themselves as being a victim of domestic abuse and is that down to how society views males through a perceived feminist mindset. This research aim is to explore the possible reasons which will then inform police which they can apply in practice when supporting male victims of domestic abuse. 

Gendered Crime 
Women’s aid (Women’s aid, 2024) state that “domestic abuse is a gendered crime which has been deeply rooted in the societal inequality between men and women”. They say that it is a form of gender-based violence directed against women thus unintentionally perpetrating men as the perpetrators.  Whilst it is important to understand that in 2022, The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW, 2022) stated that by the end of 2022,1.7 million women and 699,000 men experienced domestic abuse. It could be argued that more men have suffered domestic abuse than reported by CSEW but have failed to report incidents due to numerous reasons and therefore not included in the stats. 
The terms ‘gender-based crimes’, ‘gender crimes’ and ‘gender-based violence’ have been used by feminist scholars in international criminal law since the 1990’s. However, the term ‘gender-based crime’ is neither defined nor used in the Rome Statute (Grey, 2019). On July 17th, 1998, 120 states adopted a statute in Rome – known as the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC, date unknown). It could be argued based on the definition by Women’ Aid (2024), that it implies only a female can be a victim and this could sway other genders, such as males in this case, to believe that they could not be victims. 
Carrington wrote in 2013 about the ‘Ladette’ behaviour of girls moving into a world of violence that once belonged to the boys. Girls demonstrating aggressive behaviour, consuming excessive amounts of alcohol, and fighting for fun, but this behaviour has been ignored or trivialised by society or renamed as ‘Girl Power’. The issue of violence perpetrated by women challenges the foundational beliefs of feminists, legal professionals, criminologists, media commentators, parents, and various policymakers. It compels us to confront difficult truths and encourages a reassessment of our understanding of gender, power dynamics, and the broader humane experience. Carrington in 2013 commented “it is hardly surprising that feminist criminologists too have overlooked female violent offenders”. This highlights the perceived denial of a woman’s capacity to inflict violence and participate in conduct that many academics would rather assign to men. 
In December 2021, a self-defence guide was published by the European Human Rights Advocacy Centre (EHRAC) on Domestic Violence Against Women, again highlighting ‘Gender-based violence’ against woman in all countries within its introduction. It does graciously point out in nine words that men may also be victims of Domestic Abuse in its introduction, before quickly eradicating this with a paragraph stating that evidence shows that the majority of women who kill their intimate partners are, in fact, defending their lives and /or the lives of their children from an attack (EHRAC, 2021). 
This research has failed to source a help guide or anything similar designed to aid males in the same context as those above in relation to domestic abuse, this could be creating a barrier for men identifying themselves as victims. To be sure that this is the case, further exploration is required to ascertain the possible reasons why men do not report domestic abuse. 

Stigma and Fear 
The male roles in society throughout the ages have been seen as the three P’s; these being to Protect, to Procreate and to Provide and a man’s masculinity is often judged upon that. The role of a male in society has always been exclusively seen as the warrior or the protector (The Art of Manliness. 2021).
The male being perceived as the warrior and protector continues into modern society which has become evident in 2022 when Russia invaded Ukraine and Zelensky, the Ukrainian President, prohibited all males aged between 18 and 60 from leaving the country with a rallying cry to stay and fight (Singh, 2022). With society generalising males to be the warrior and protector and constantly being given the message that they must be self-reliant, independent, and physically tough then the stigma of being vulnerable may be perceived as weakness and will cause men to be ridiculed (Gallie, 2019).
Although the concept of stigma has been used to examine the place of various minority populations and women in society, it has not been previously applied to men (Robertson, 2018).  Within her study and published in the American Journal for Men’s Health, Dr Lloyd Hawkeye Robertson (2018) studied Canadian men regarding male stigma and the emotional and behavioural effects and illuded that no previous studies were found that dealt with the stigmatization of males as a class. It was discovered that 11 out of the 16 male participants reported experiencing stigmatization within the context of a male and female relationship. This included instances of false accusations, parental alienation, and economic abuse (Robertson, 2018). 
One of the participants in Robertson’s (2018) study stated that his former wife told people that he was a danger to her and their children and whilst the accusation was not evidenced, the stigma and assumptions from that accusation affected his standing within their community. This denotes the potential harm to a man's reputation and mental well-being in the event of an unfounded accusation by a woman, as well as the societal stigmatization he may encounter. 
It is also important to recognize that a male may be unknowingly experiencing domestic abuse through coercion or control by the individual making the false allegations (PDAP, 2024). A report released by the Metropolitan Police (2021) that explored false allegations in domestic violence cases from women as victims, for the period 2018 to 2021 demonstrated a year-on-year increase in false allegations made by females (Metropolitan Police, 2021).  Holt in 2022 said that “Prejudice against male victims is extreme and has led to under reporting by the police, with more men being put into the Criminal Justice System if counter allegations are made”. 
Unconscious Bias
The University of Edinburgh (2024) defines unconscious bias as the tendency of a human being to act in a way that is promoted by his or her range of assumptions and biases that they are not aware of.  This includes within a person’s decision making or actions. 
There exist two principal risks associated with unconscious bias. Firstly, when decisions are influenced by unconscious bias, an individual inadvertently depends on an incomplete and inaccurate evidence-based perspective, which ultimately culminates in suboptimal and biased decision-making. Secondly, unconscious bias can lead to harmful and inequitable consequences for the individuals involved, potentially leading to discriminatory practices and less than suitable outcomes (The University of Edinburgh, 2024). Unconscious bias goes against the College of Policing’s Code of Ethics in which all officers should be impartial in their decision making to mitigate this bias (College of Policing, 2023). 
Venus Tsui undertook research in 2014 that stated that male victims often feared that those in law enforcement may not take their reports of abuse seriously (Tsui, 2014). Although this research took place ten years ago, it remains relevant and underpins the fear of unconscious bias that this study is highlighting. A study by Bates in 2019 titled “Walking on eggshells”, noted that the female perpetrator was said to be able to manipulate the legal system by using her female “vulnerabilities” despite findings in 1989 showing that not only is the violence mutual in intimate partner violence, but it was also often the case whereby the female was the instigator of the violence (Bate, 2019). Thus, it could be argued that it counteracts the self-defence guide published by the European Human Rights Advocacy Centre (EHRAC) that most female perpetrators of domestic violence were incarcerated for self-defence.
A research investigation conducted by Holt in 2020, on behalf of Mankind Initiative, focused on an in-depth analysis of the factors on why men do not report domestic abuse. Holt states that the primary reason for non-reporting of domestic abuse against men, is based on the belief that law enforcement agencies would not take any subsequent action. Additionally, Holt (2020) cites corroborative evidence from Drijber, who concludes in his report that men who did report abuse often faced scepticism and were frequently subjected to retaliatory counteraccusations from the female perpetrator. 
Brooks (2018), a spokesman for Mankind initiative in an article for the Daily Mail regarding psychological abuse, asked the question “whether there is an unconscious bias in police and prosecutors when they apply or think about coercive control legislation and if their biases are stopping them applying the law to male victims?”. This was raised following the article’s findings, that between December 2015 and 2017, 272 people were charged with coercive and controlling behaviour and out of those 272, only 4 were female (Daily Mail. 2018). The Daily Mail article in 2018, although helpful of raising the issue of unconscious bias, also informs its 24 million online readers (Ponsford, 2023) that there may be a problem within the England and Wales police force. 
Douglas and Hines (2011) examined the stigma and unconscious bias surrounding the male victims of domestic abuse, emphasising that dominant societal ‘norms’ regarding masculinity often deter males from disclosing experiences of abuse. These norms foster scepticism and mockery toward male victims, which further marginalise them and impedes their access to appropriate support services. (Douglas & Hines, 2011).
Lack of support
In 2022, Rita Broberg, writing for The Centre for Social Justice stated that in 2021, Mankind reported that out of the 238 refuge spaces for victims of domestic abuse, only 58 were committed to supporting male survivors.  When a male victim of domestic abuse reached out for help, he had to phone a female helpline as male helplines did not operate on weekends, only to be informed that they could not offer him the support he needed as they did not have the funding to support male victims (Broberg, 2022). That same male had already been seen by his doctor who dismissed his bruises and welts on his body as no cause of concern. The Doctor evidently showing a complete lack of support, training, or empathy. 
On April 6, 2022, the victim’s commissioner, Dame Vera Baird QC, criticised the long awaited Home Office policy document on supporting male victims as “devoid of ambition” and “disappointing in the extreme” (Victims Commissioner, 2022). The document, titled ‘Supporting male victims of crimes considered violence against women and girls’, was released quietly on its website, the title has been examined critically due to its awkward phrasing as noted by Baird (2020). The Victim’s Commissioner has indicated that male survivors may not relate to the terminology employed and, therefore, should not feel obligated to identify with it. Published and released on the same day was the governments domestic abuse plan and the detailed press notice which accompanied it, made no reference to the male victim’s policy document. 
With such failings coming from the Home Office and the lack of general support from helplines or refuges, there is no wonder why so many male victims fail to report incidents of domestic abuse.  With many domestic abuse support services and refuges tailored toward women and the lack of support therein, this could discourage a male victim from reporting the abuse and see it as daunting. 

2.4 Conclusion
It is clear from this literature review that in order to address the underreporting of domestic abuse from male victims, it is imperative for society to shift its perspective on gender and victimhood. It is crucial for individuals in positions of responsibility to receive thorough training to effectively acknowledge and respond to male victims of domestic abuse. Government policies need to be refined to ensure that all victims, regardless of gender, receive equal protection and support without apprehension of unconscious bias influencing their decision to report incidents of abuse. 
There have been positive movements to make amendments to the Domestic Abuse Bill taken by the ManKind Initiative. They recommended that the Government remove Clause 66 (3) of the Bill which states that ‘the majority of victims of domestic abuse, are female’. The reasoning being this is because of the ‘direct and indirect impact the application of the guidance will have on male victims’ and having a ‘negative effect on the Domestic Abuse Act in its entirety’ (ManKind, 2019) ManKind goes on to argue that this particular clause contravenes the Human Rights Act (1988) and the Equality Act (2010) which relate to ‘ all individuals equally’ and this clause does not apply to all individuals on the same basis (Mankind, 2019). 
It has also been discussed that there is a lack of support available to male victims. In 2001, The Mankind Initiative was formed as the first charity in the UK to support male victims of domestic abuse however the UK should do more to encourage resources tailored specifically for male victims of domestic abuse, including additional refuge accommodations, hotlines, and support groups. Further efforts should be directed towards creating a supportive environment for male victims to feel secure in reporting abuse, potentially through community outreach initiatives or dedicated officers within the England and Wales police force.  All reports must be handled with confidentiality and utmost sensitivity and equally as important, with an unbiased attitude. Despite the training provided to police officers, unconscious bias still remains prevalent and ways to remove that are required. 
Failure to take these steps will only add to the hesitancy of male victims to report incidents of domestic abuse to the authorities. Male victims are apprehensive due to complex societal perceptions, the fear of not being believed, potential demonization, and stigma. Moving forwards, it is imperative that such barriers no longer exist to prevent male victims from seeking help and justice. 


















Chapter Three: Methodology

3.1 Introduction
Research on domestic abuse has predominantly focused on female victims. Sadly, male victims of domestic abuse are frequently being underrepresented and inadequately studied. The overall aim of this research is to investigate the reasons as to why male victims of domestic abuse, often do not report their experiences to law enforcement agencies, both in the United Kingdom and abroad and what can be done to rectify this issue. This chapter will commence with a discussion on the research methods employed to gather data. It will then outline the data collection and analysis process; it will conclude with the examination of the limitation and potential challenges associated with conducting the research. 

3.2 Research Strategy 
For this research project, an online questionnaire has been selected as the primary tool for collecting data pertaining to this research topic. The questionnaire will comprise of a diverse set of ethical questions, each accompanied by a rating scale that will enable people answering, to select a rating that most accurately reflects their answer or opinion. These questions will be formulated with careful consideration to ensure they do not cause discomfort or distress to any victims of domestic abuse.
Melissa J. Goertzen in 2017, indicates that this methodology facilitates the collection of quantitative data, as quantitative research involves systematic gathering and analysis of numerical information, thereby enabling the identification of patterns and averages within the dataset. By utilising this method, the title question can be addressed as effectively as possible. The research will consider the onion layer philosophies proposed by Saunders et al (2019).  The ‘Research Onion’ model has been introduced as a framework to assist researchers in developing a comprehensive research methodology, each layer of the onion represents stated of the research design and signifies crucial decision-making in each phase. 
 An online anonymous questionnaire will be utilised for this study, as it facilitates the research process efficiently, accurately, and with minimal financial implications for the project. It will easily be disseminated online to a wide range of men from alternative backgrounds and viewpoints, because its anonymous, it is hoped that participants will more likely provide true and honest answers without the fear of judgement, reprisal, or stigma. It may also provide a higher response rate, enhancing the data for this research (Balamurugan, 2023).
After considering various methods of data collection, including face-to face interviews and discussion groups, it was determined that an online questionnaire would be the most feasible option given the time constraints and the advantages of maintaining participant anonymity. This approach will also provide the participants with the flexibility to complete the questionnaire at their convenience and in a setting where they feel comfortable in answering questions relating to the title of this dissertation. 




3.3 Data Collection and Data Analysis
During this critical phase of the dissertation, a meticulously designed online questionnaire was developed using SurveyMonkey, SurveyMonkey is a widely accessible online platform that facilitates the administration of surveys and questionnaires (SurveyMonkey, date unknown).
The questionnaire comprised a sequence of questions that, as previously indicated, will be disseminated via an online platform to both active law enforcement personnel and male participants from a diverse demographic background.  The quantitative data collected from this questionnaire will undergo preliminary preparation prior to analysis as qualitive research can help researchers to access the thoughts and feelings of the participants (Sutton et al, 2015), which is vital in this study. 
The analysis of the questionnaire will be presented through a series of graphical charts and tables that can be located at appendix A. This is designed to enhance the visual comprehension for the readers of this dissertation. 

3.4 Limitation and potential problems
Utilising quantitative data offers numerous benefits to the research findings, these include a clear and objective foundation for analysis. Nonetheless, it is important to acknowledge that there are several limitations and potential challenges associated with its use. These being that the data may lack the depth required for such a sensitive subject. The fixed response options within the questionnaire may not capture the full range of emotions or experiences that the respondents are either going through or survived. 
Some police officers might hesitate to fill out the questionnaire because they may feel uncomfortable about sharing their professional opinions on how the police handle male domestic abuse cases. They might worry about how their responses could be perceived by their colleagues or superiors.  
To ensure the integrity of this questionnaire and to address any potential concerns, careful consideration has been given to design ethical questions that include both open and closed formats. These respondents being able to answer truthfully and honestly, particularly those who are serving within law enforcement when asked questions relating to potential unconscious bias within the police force because the anonymity imposed on the questionnaire. 
The primary limitation and potential issue identified pertains to the observation made in the literature review regarding the perception of male victims in the context of domestic abuse. Specifically, it is noted that some males may not recognise themselves or other males as victims, which could lead to responses that reflect bias. This would only highlight what this dissertation’s aim to achieve would be, to raise awareness or affect change when it comes to male domestic abuse.
All identified latent problems have undergone a comprehensive assessment, and requisite mitigation strategies have been executed to attenuate their potential impact. 




3.5 Ethical Consideration
Ethical integrity is important in the development of this research, it is essential to obtain the consent of the participants and ensure that they understand the purpose of the study, the voluntary nature of their involvement, and their right to withdraw. Safeguarding the participants data is a priority, which will be feasible via a secure online platform and the anonymity of the participant and their responses. The questionnaire is carefully designed in order to prevent psychological distress or discomfort. An application for ethics approval will be submitted to ensure that the methodology adheres to ethical standard of the university.

























Chapter Four: Analysis of Results

4.1 Introduction
This chapter of the research project presents the findings from the survey conducted as part of the study. The primary objective of this research was to gauge the perspectives of the participants regarding the following areas:
1) To identify the reasons some male victims may be hesitant to seek police assistance in domestic abuse situations. 
2) To explore participants’ views on male victims of domestic abuse and whether they believe that police officers may operate with unconscious bias. 
3) To assess whether participants consider the current police training related to male victims of domestic abuse to be adequate. 
The survey, designed to ensure participant anonymity, was distributed via a secure link to individuals currently serving in the England and Wales Police Force as well as to participants from various professional backgrounds. 

4.2 Participant Professional Background 
Question 1) Are you currently serving, or have you previously served with the England and Wales Police Force? 
The participants were posed this question with the intention that the survey results would reflect a balanced representation of occupational backgrounds. 40% of the participants were serving or had served in the police force whilst 60% came from an alternative background. 
[image: ]Ensuring a reasonable distribution of participants within this survey was essential for maintaining both fairness and accuracy of the results. This methodology served to mitigate bias and guarantees that a diverse range of perspectives was adequately represented. Attaining a balanced representation aids in the development of more reliable and generalisable conclusions. As noted by Fowler (2014), equal participation enhances the validity of survey outcomes by ensuring that all relevant demographic groups are fairly represented.  
4.3 Data Analysis and Results 
Question 2) In your honest opinion, would you agree or disagree that a male can be a victim of domestic abuse?
As indicated in the literacy review, Women’s Aid stated on their website that domestic abuse is a gendered crime, (Women’s Aid, 2024). The researcher aimed to evaluate the participants’ perceptions regarding the possibility of a male being a victim of domestic abuse, or if they perceived domestic abuse to be a gendered crime thus not believe a male could be a victim. While a significant majority of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that males can be victims of domestic abuse, a concerning 20% of participants strongly disagreed that males could be victims and therefore refusing to believe that a female could be a perpetrator of such abuse, highlighted by Carrington (2013).
[image: ]






Question 3) Which of the below are the main reasons as to why male victims are less likely to report domestic abuse?  And Question 4) Do you believe that societal perceptions play a role in the under reporting of domestic abuse by male victims?
The participants were asked two questions regarding their views on the reasons why male victims may be reluctant to report domestic abuse and the potential influence of societal perceptions on this issue. Gallie (2019) noted that society often views males as warrior figures who are physically strong, which can lead to the stigma associated with vulnerability being perceived as weakness, potentially resulting in ridicule if a male would admit to being a victim. The findings from the participants reflected this perspective, with a significant number believing that male victims may feel too ashamed or embarrassed to identify themselves as victims. The perceived stigmatization along with the fear of not being believed, ranked amongst the top reasons for this reluctance. Furthermore, most participants acknowledged that societal perceptions contributed to the underreporting. Supporting this notion, a study by Robertson (2018) highlighted a case in which a male participant reported that unfounded accusations from his wife affected his standing within his community, further emphasizing societal assumptions in male victims. 
[image: ]
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Question 5) How adequate do you believe the current support systems in England and Wales are for male victims of domestic abuse? And Question 6) Do you agree or disagree that male victim of domestic abuse have the same amount of support as female victims?
These questions sought to explore the participants perceptions regarding the existing support services for male victims of domestic abuse and whether they believed that male victims received equivalent support relative to female victims. As previously referenced, Broberg (2022) indicated that, out of 238 refuge spaces designated for victims of domestic abuse, only 58 were allocated to men. Furthermore, a male victim was denied assistance by a domestic abuse helpline due to his gender as he was compelled to contact a female helpline, as male-specific helplines were not operational at his time of need. Only 4% of participants characterized the support systems as extremely adequate, while 32% rated it as somewhat adequate and 24% as completely inadequate. Notably, 40% indicated that they were unaware of any support services available for male victims. Additionally, 72% of participants either strongly disagreed or disagreed with the proposition that male victims of domestic abuse receive the same level of support as their female counterparts. Highlighted by the researcher within the literacy review regarding the EHRAC guidance materials for female victims in 2021. 
[image: ]
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The concluding questions, 7, 8 and 9, were formulated to assess the participants’ perceptions regarding police officers in England and Wales. These questions aimed to elucidate the participant’s beliefs concerning the behaviours exhibited by police officers during domestic incidents and evaluate their opinions on the potential existence of unconscious biases held by officers in the context of domestic abuse situations. 
Question 7 pertains to a fundamental scenario and solicits participants’ perspectives on who is most likely to be arrested or removed from a property. The results indicate that 88.33% believe that the male individual would be arrested or removed following an alleged domestic incident, which may align with the findings from Bates study (2019), “Walking on Eggshells”. 
Questions 8 and 9 inquire whether participants believe that police may be operating with unconscious bias in this subject and whether additional training is required, and to what extent the police take male victims of domestic abuse seriously. Brooks (2018) asked the question regarding unconscious bias being a factor within the law and a decisive 68% of participants asked in this survey believe it is a factor and that further training is required. Notably, 12% also believed it was a factor but did not believe that further training would not help. The concluding question revealed that only 16% of respondents believe that male victims receive equitable treatment compared to female victims, while a mere 4% believed that law enforcement take male victims seriously at all. 
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Chapter Five: Findings and Conclusion

5.1 Introduction
The conclusion chapter will offer a comprehensive summary of the primary research regarding the reporting behaviours of male victims of domestic abuse. It will specifically investigate the reasons behind men’s reluctance to seek police assistance, consider whether unconscious bias within the police force may contribute to this hesitancy, and evaluate the adequacy of current police training in addressing the needs of male victims of domestic abuse. This chapter will evaluate whether the objectives of this dissertation have been achieved and will conclude with recommendations aimed at enhancing the protection of male victims in the future. 

5.2 Summary of Primary Findings
The issue of male victims of domestic abuse has gained considerable attention in recent years, prompting a revaluation of conventional beliefs that such abuse only affects women, research shows that although individuals of both genders experience domestic abuse, men are significantly less likely to report incidents to the police. This reluctance, that has been highlighted within this dissertation, can be attributed to various factors, such as fear of not being believed, concerns regarding stigma, the risk of being perceived as perpetrators instead of victims and the genuine belief and fear that those serving within the police may be operating with unconscious bias.  Analysing these factors offers valuable insights into reasons why male victims of domestic abuse frequently opt not to report such incidents.

5.3 Objectives
5.3.1 Identify the reason some male victims may hesitate to seek police assistance in domestic abuse situations.
A significant factor contributing to the underreporting of domestic abuse among male victims is the presence of societal stereotypes. Males are frequently characterized as strong, self-sufficient, and resilient and this results in the presumption that they are not susceptible to being a victim. Douglas and Hines (2011) indicate that these stereotypes hinder men from acknowledging and reporting their own experiences, often stemming from a fear of being viewed as weak. This was evident in the survey where 20% of participants strongly disagreed that a male could be a victim of domestic abuse and with just under 90% believing that the feeling of shame or embarrassment is a factor to the non-reporting. 
Furthermore, the societal emphasis on female victimisation frequently results in the public perceptions that overlook male vulnerability within the realm of domestic abuse. This dynamic may impede men’s ability to find validation in their experiences, thereby diminishing the probability of their reporting incidents of abuse to law enforcement agencies (Machado et al., 2020). Only 15% of the survey participants believed that male victims were treated the equally to female victims and 40% strongly agreeing that societal perception plays a role in the under reporting of domestic abuse incidents. 
Participants were asked two questions relating to support systems in place for male domestic abuse victims. The majority stated that they did not think that these services were adequate, 40% were not even aware of the current support services in place. The vast majority found that male victims did not have the same amount of support as female victims did. The insufficiency of support services from male victims significantly contributes to their hesitance to report incident of abuse. Shelters, hotlines, and counselling services are structured with a primary focus on female victims, resulting in a scarcity of male-specific resources. The lack of dedicated resources exacerbates male victims’ beliefs that their experiences are invalid or unworthy of support (Brooks et al., 2020).

5.3.2 Explore participants’ views on male victims of domestics abuse and whether they believe that police officers operate with unconscious bias and assess whether current police training relating to this issue is deemed adequate.
Male victims face a significant deterrent due to a widespread apprehension regarding the credibility of their claims when reporting abuse. Studies indicate that both the public and the police may have unconscious biases suggesting that males are less likely to be victims of domestic abuse, especially in scenarios involving female perpetrators (Tsui, 2014). To corroborate this, a scenario regarding a domestic incident was put to the survey participants and 82% decided that the male would most likely be arrested or removed from the property, despite there being no evidence. 
Many male victims hesitate to report incidents of abuse due to the fear of being seen as aggressors, if they defend themselves or attempt to de-escalate conflict, police may misinterpret their actions as aggression. Research shows that police often arrest the male partner in physical altercations, regardless of the dynamics (Doulas & Hines, 2011). This underscores the public perception that police conduct is influenced by unconscious bias, a sentiment expressed by 69% of survey participants who advocate for additional training. Furthermore, it is concerning that 11% believe that even with enhanced training, police behaviour would remain unaffected by such biases. 

5.4 Conclusion
Male victims of domestic abuse face unique and complex challenges that can inhibit their willingness to report incidents to law enforcement. A significant contributing factor is societal stigma, which often associates traditional norms with strength and resilience. This creates a perception that acknowledging abuse may undermine their masculinity, leading to feelings of shame, fear of ridicule, and concerns about being believed or dismissed – especially in a context where domestic violence is predominately viewed as a women’s issue. Additionally, there is a lack of support systems and resources for male victims with existing services, such as shelters and hotlines primarily catering for women. Moreover, the criminal justice system may inadvertently discourage male victims from reporting; men fear being mischaracterised as the aggressor, particularly in case of mutual violence or when children are involved as highlighted in one of the questions in the questionnaire. It is clear that in order to support male victims to the same level as female victims are supported, then society must do more as well as those within the police. Domestic Abuse should no longer be seen as a gendered crime. 


Chapter Six: Recommendations

To address the challenges of domestic abuse and to combat the reasons as to why male victims are reluctant to report it. It is important to cultivate an environment that is conductive to supporting male victims and promoting help-seeking behaviour. Initially, public awareness campaigns are essential for deconstructing the stigma surrounding male victimhood by challenging prevailing stereotypes and spreading the message that abuse can affect individuals of both genders. These campaigns should feature experiences from male survivors to normalise the act of seeking assistance and to reassure male victims that their allegations will be taken seriously. 
Police training must prioritise the recognition and mitigation of unconscious bias to ensure fair and effective responses to domestic abuse cases. Training programs should focus on enhancing awareness of implicit biases, enabling officers to understand how societal stereotypes related to gender, race, or sexuality may influence their perceptions of both victims and perpetrators. It is important to address and challenge assumptions, such as the notion that men cannot be victims or that women are always the primary victims. Incorporating scenario-based training, whilst using diverse case studies that reflect varying victim and perpetrator dynamics is essential. Police officers should participate in role-playing exercises that showcase less common abuse situations, including males as victims and females as the aggressor. Being the aggressor does not simply involve being aggressive physically, police officers must be taught to learn other signs of domestic abuse to develop a broader and more equitable perspective. Regular evaluations, workshops, and accountability measures should be made mandatory to reinforce unbiased decision-making. By embedding inclusivity and empathy into their training, police officers can more effectively serve all victims of domestic abuse. 
Furthermore, the expansion of support services to encompass male-targeted resources, such as shelters, counselling, and hotlines, is essential for establishing the necessary infrastructure that enables male victims to seek assistance without the hindrance of stigma or disbelief. Recognising and addressing these issues will foster a more inclusive and supportive environment for all individuals affected by domestic abuse, ultimately encouraging a greater number of male victims to come forward and to be heard. 
The term ‘Gendered Crime’ when referring to domestic abuse must cease. Characterising domestic abuse as a gendered crime will only reinforce negative stereotypes and dimmish the experiences of numerous victims. Although statistical data frequently indicates that women comprise the majority of ‘reported’ victims, this representation does not encompass the entirety of domestic abuse experiences. This term may similarly skew the focus of intervention strategies. Domestic abuse is fundamentally linked to power dynamics, control, and psychological factors, rather than being solely influenced by gender. By concentrating exclusively on a single demographic, there is a risk of neglecting the complexities of abusive dynamics, including emotional and financial manipulation, which can manifest in any relationship, irrespective of gender. 
As a society, shifting away from gendered assumptions will promote a culture of empathy, fairness, and accountability, ensuring that all victims and survivors are treated to fair and un-bias protection from those within the police and criminal courts and access to the necessary support services. By eliminating this restrictive labelling, society can more effectively address the root causes and devastating effects of domestic abuse. 
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Are male victims of domestic abuse less likely to report incidents to the police in fear of not being believed, villainised or stigmatised?

INTRODUCTION:

If a male suffering from domestic abuse was to google the definition of domestic abuse, the search engines first page would be heavily aimed at support for female and children, portraying them as victims and thus possibly unintentionally villainising males as the perpetrators. (Google. 2024) 

The definition of domestic abuse according to Women’s Aid is an incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour, including sexual violence, in the majority of cases by a partner or ex-partner, but also by a family member or carer. (Women’s Aid, 2024). The college of policing explanation for domestic abuse does indeed mirror this but does include that perpetrator must be the aged 16 or over. (College of Policing. 2024)
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This research will be conducted and undertaken through both research of openly sourced literature and statistics and through the means of an online questionnaire. 
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· To identify why some men may be reluctant to seek police assistance when experiencing a domestic abuse situation. 

· To explore what the participants views are in relation to males suffering domestic abuse and if they believe police officers operate with an unconscious bias.
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1  Has the research activity received approval in principle?   (please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate  approval process for different levels of research by different  categories of individual)  YES  ☒  NO  ☐  

  Date  

2  If Yes, please indicate source of  approval (and date where known):   Approval in principle must be  obtained from the relevant source  prior to seeking ethical approval  Research Degrees Committee  ☐   

Institute Research Committee  ☐   

Other (write in)    ☒  Jane Davies  –   18 th   April 2024  

  SECTION   C:   Internal and  External Ethical Guidance M aterials  

 Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of  this form (including any discipline - specific codes of research ethics,  location - specific c odes of  research ethics,  and also   any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).   Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.   You may  add rows to this table if needed.  

1  UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice  ☒  

2  UWTSD Research Data Management Policy  ☒  

3  [List any other relevant documents here]  ☐  

  SECTION  D :  External  Collaborative  Research Activity   If there are external collaborators   then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their  personal data with the university.  If there are no external collaborator s then leave this section blank and  continue to section E.  

1  Institution     

2  Contact person name     

3  Contact person e - mail address     

4  Is your research externally funded?  YES  ☐  NO  ☒  

5  Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?  YES  ☐  NO  ☒  

6  Are you specifically employed to  undertake this research in either a  paid or voluntary capacity?  Voluntary  YES  ☐  NO  ☒  

7   Employed  YES  ☐  NO  ☒  

8  Is the research being undertaken  within an existing UWTSD Athrofa  Professional Learning Partnership  (APLP)?  If YES   then the  permission question  below does not need  to be answered.  YES  ☐  NO  ☒  
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9  Has permission to undertake the  research has been provided by the  partner organisation?  (If YES attach copy)   If NO the application  cannot continue  YES  ☐  NO  ☐       Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation  

10 Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐  

   If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the  organisation   (this  may be a copy of a n email if appropriate).    

  SECTION E: Details of Research Activity  

1  Indicative title:  Explore the   public’s   perception   regarding   c riminal  b ehaviour a nd if they  believe that it is a   p roduct of a n   offender’s   n ature or their  n urture .  

2  Proposed start date:  18 th   April 2024  Proposed end date:  30 th   December  2024   

 Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words   per section )   Ensure that you write for a  Non - Specialist Audience   when outli ning your response to the  points below:      Purpose of Research Activity      Proposed Research Question      Aims of Research Activity      Objectives of Research Activity   Demonstrate, briefly, how  Existing Research   has informed the proposed activity and explain      What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge       How it addresses an area of importance.   

3  Purpose of Research Activity     The purpose  for   this  research will be to systematically  investigate and gather information regarding   the title of  the  researched question .     “Explore the   public’s  perception regarding criminal behaviour and if they believe that it is a product of  an offender’s nature or their nurture?”     Does the perception of the public differ from those within the law enforcement industry?     Are people simple born   bad  or   are they f rom an  early age   or economic background, led   or coerced  into committing serious acts of criminal behaviour   in order for them to have a reputation or to simply  survive?     The research will gather and draw upon openly sourced information obtained from subject matter  experts, theories, and hypotheses in this relative field, so that it may achieve a better understanding  for persons either involved in law enforcement or the reh abilitation of criminal   behaviour  or any other  person interested in this subject to achieve a better understand of why offenders carry out serious  criminal behaviour, is it their nature or the nurturing.            (this box should expand as you type)  
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4  Research Question     The   public’s   perception  regarding   criminal behaviour and if they believe it is a product of an  offender’s nature or  nurture.     (this box should expand as you type)  

5  Aims of Research Activity     The aim of this research is   to   gauge   the public’s perception regarding   criminal behaviour and if they  believe if it down to an offender’s nature or nurturing and their understanding of the term “nature or  nurture”. This will then be compared and evaluated against the views of those persons within the law  enforcement industry.        The aim will be to create an online questionnaire in order to gauge the publics perception of the  research tile against those who serve within the law enforcement industry.       The questionnaire will comprise of both open and closed questions.   (this  box should expand as you type)  

6  Objectives of Research Activity     This projects research will be undertaken through an online questionnaire. At this time the sample  size of persons intended to complete the questionnaire is unknown, however it is envisaged that  approx. 30 - 50 people will be requested to voluntarily partici pate.      The overall objectives of this research will be to;        Identify the overall  persons   participating in this questionnaires knowledg e and understanding of what  criminal behaviour is defined as.      Identify the overall persons participating in this questionnaires knowledge and understanding of what  is meant by a person’s nature or nurture.      Identify the overall persons participating in this questionnaire’s views on whether an offender’s  behaviour is due to their nature or nurturing.      Conclude whether a publics perception differs from those within the law enforcement industry.     (this box should expand as you type)  

 Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)   Provide a brief summary of all the methods that  may   be used in the research activity, making it clear  what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed  appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.   You do not need to  justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary  for you to complete your project.  

7    For my research into this topic, I will be actively undertaking the following:        Sourcing,  understanding,   and evaluating openly sourced literature whilst taking a thematic approach  into the topic of criminal behaviour and the debate regarding whether a person’s nature or their  nurturing is evident in that person carrying out criminal behaviour .      Creating   an online survey containing multiple   open and  closed   questions relating to criminal behaviour  and the nature or nurture debate that surrounds  this topic. Some of the closed questions may have a  rating scale so that the responder may choose a rating that best reflects their opinions.   A sample  sized of between 30 - 50 is desired, all of which will be over the age of 18 years.      This survey will be sent to fellow colleagues working within the law enforcement industry as well to  other professional  work - based   platforms, such as  L inked - I n. This will be done in order to achieve a  fair thought process and  obtain an  account from persons from a wide range of other UK and  International based work industries.     
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7    For my research into this topic, I will be actively undertaking the following:        Sourcing,  understanding,   and evaluating openly sourced literature whilst taking a thematic approach  into the topic of criminal behaviour and the debate regarding whether a person’s nature or their  nurturing is evident in that person carrying out criminal behaviour .      Creating   an online survey containing multiple   open and  closed   questions relating to criminal behaviour  and the nature or nurture debate that surrounds  this topic. Some of the closed questions may have a  rating scale so that the responder may choose a rating that best reflects their opinions.   A sample  sized of between 30 - 50 is desired, all of which will be over the age of 18 years.      This survey will be sent to fellow colleagues working within the law enforcement industry as well to  other professional  work - based   platforms, such as  L inked - I n. This will be done in order to achieve a  fair thought process and  obtain an  account from persons from a wide range of other UK and  International based work industries.      Data from the online survey will be graphed and a good concept of both law enforcements  employees and other professional   employees /members of public,  not working in the law  enforcement industry ,  answers  will be measured   in order to have clarity on the nature or nurture  debate.                 (this box should  expand as you type)  

 Location of research activity   Identify all locations where research activity will take place.  

8    Research will be carried out within both my place of work and home address location.      Place of Work  –   Tredegar Police Station, Spencer Square, Tredegar, NP22 3YD.     Home Address  –   Information restricted.    (this box should expand as you type)  

 Research activity outside of the UK   If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical  considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local  guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learne d societies/universities) that exist and  whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any  licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised  by the local c ontext in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural  and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.   If you live in the country where you will do  the research then please state this.  

9    N/A     (this box should expand as you type)  

 

10 Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents  NOT   publicly available?      NO  ☒  

YES  ☐  

11 If Yes , please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not  in the public domain and that this is in accordance with  the current   data protection law of the  country in question and  that of  England and Wales.      
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 Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well - being  o f Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?    YES    NO  

12  A prosperous Wales  ☐  ☒  

13  A resilient Wales  ☐  ☒  

14  A healthier Wales  ☐  ☒  

15  A  more equal Wales  ☐  ☒  

16  A Wales of cohesive communities  ☐  ☒  

17  A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language  ☐  ☒  

18  A globally responsible Wales  ☐  ☒  

19  If YES to any of the above, please give details:  

       (this box  should expand as you type)  

  SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity  

 Will the research activity include:  YES  NO  

1  Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?  ☒  ☐  

2  Use of interviews?  ☐  ☒  

3  Use of focus groups?  ☐  ☒  

4  Use of  participant diaries?    ☐  ☒  

5  Use of video or audio recording?  ☐  ☒  

6  Use of computer - generated log files?  ☐  ☒  

7  Participant observation with their knowledge?  ☐  ☒  

8  Participant observation without their knowledge?  ☐  ☒  

9  Access to  personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific  consent?  ☐  ☒  

10  Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be  experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?  ☐  ☒  

1 1  Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self - esteem?  ☐  ☒  

1 2  Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?  ☐  ☒  

1 3  Use of procedures that involve deception?  ☐  ☒  

1 4  Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?  ☐  ☒  

1 5  Working with live vertebrate animals?  ☐  ☒  

1 6  Procedures that may have   a negative impact on the environment ?  ☐  ☒  

1 7  Other primary data  collection methods.  Please indicate the type of data collection  method(s)  below.  ☐  ☒  

 Details of any other primary data collection method:         (this box  should expand as you type)  
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If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and  may   be exempt from  some   of the  following sections   (please refer to Guidance Notes) .     If YES to any question, then  no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been  obtained.      SECTION  G :  Intended P articipants   If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.    

 Who are the intended  participants:    YES    NO  

1  Students or staff at the University?  ☒  ☐  

2  Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?  ☒  ☐  

3  Vulnerable adults?  ☐  ☒  

4  Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or  Guardian will be required)  ☐  ☒  

5  Prisoners?  ☐  ☒  

6  Young offenders?  ☐  ☒  

7  Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with  the investigator or a gatekeeper?  ☐  ☒  

8  People engaged in illegal  activities?  ☐  ☒  

9  Others . P lease indicate the participants below, and  specifically any group wh o  may be unable to give consent .    ☐  ☒  

 Details of any other participant groups:         (this box should expand as you type)  

 

 Participant numbers and  source   Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and  how will they be recruited?   

10  How many participants are  expected?      Approx. 30 - 50 participants  –   Participation will be achieved via a  voluntary online survey.     (this box should expand as you type)  

11  Who will the participants be?      Fellow professionals within the law enforcement industry      Other professional participants from other work  industries /members of the general public.          (this box should expand as you type)  

12  How will you identify the  participants?    Via work, university and professional online work platforms.       (this box should expand as you type)  
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 Information for  participants:    YES  NO    N/A  

1 3  Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in  advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?  ☒  ☐  ☐  

1 4  Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?  ☒  ☐  ☐  

1 5  Will you obtain written consent for participation?  ☒  ☒  ☐  

16  Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the  research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?  ☒  ☐  ☐  

17  If the research is  observational, will you ask participants for their  consent to being observed?  ☐  ☐  ☒  

18  Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at  any time and for any reason?  ☒  ☐  ☐  

19  With questionnaires, will you give  participants the option of omitting  questions they do not want to answer?  ☒  ☐  ☐  

20  Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full  confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?  ☒  ☐  ☐  

2 1  Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way  appropriate to the type of research undertaken?  ☐  ☐  ☒  

2 2  If NO   to any of above questions, please give an explanation   

   No written consent will be required as all  participants will be aged 18 years or over.     (this box should expand as you type)  

 

 Information for participants:    YES  NO    N/A  

2 4  Will participants be paid?  ☐  ☒  ☐  

25  Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with  participants?  ☐  ☒  ☐  

26  Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or  University arising from this study?  ☐  ☒  ☐  

27  Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in  any way, or the partial or  full concealment of the specific study aims?  ☐  ☒  ☐  

28  If YES   to any question, please provide full details   

       (this box should expand as you type)  

  SECTION  H : Anticipated Risks    

 Outline any anticipated risks   that may adversely affect any of the participants, the  researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.      If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external  research collaborator) you may append that to this form.     

1 Full risk assessment completed and appended?   Yes   ☐  

No  ☒  

2 Risks to participants   For example: sector - specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm,  transfer of  personal data, sensitive organisational information  

 Risk to p articipant s :     No risk to participants  –   online confidential  voluntary survey only.   How you will mitigate the risk to p articipant s:     It will be  confidential    (this box should expand as you type)  
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 Risk to p articipant s :     No risk to participants  –   online confidential  voluntary survey only.      (this box should expand as you type)  How you will mitigate the risk to p articipant s:     It will be  confidential    (this box should expand as you type)  

3 If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing   or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity,  drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give  details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline  numbers)   to be offered to participants. Note that  where applicable, consent procedures should  make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project,  it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities  

   N/A     (this box should expand as you type)  

4 Risks to  the  investigator   For example: personal  health &  safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of  harm/impropriety, conflict of interest  

 Risk to the i nvestigator:     N/A     (this box  should expand as you type)  How you will mitigate the risk to the i nvestigator:         (this box should expand as you type)  

5 University/institutional risks   For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection  

 Risk to the University:     N/A       (this box should expand as you type)  How you will mitigate the risk to the University:         (this box should expand as you type)  

6 Environmental   risks   For example:  accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems  

 Risk to the  environment :     N/A     (this box should expand as you type)  How you will mitigate the r isk to  environment :         (this box should expand as you type)  

 

 Disclosure and Barring Service  

 If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a  Disclosure  and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any  contact with such participants.  YES    NO    N/A    

7 Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?  ☐  ☐  ☒  

8 If YES, please give the certificate  number.   If the certificate number is not  available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be  subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.   

  SECTION  I :  Feedback, C onsent   and C onfidentiality    

1 Feedback   What de - briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?   

   Yes  –   If requested.     
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1 Feedback   What de - briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?   

   Yes  –   If requested.      This may be achieved via a copy of the final and marked dissertation emailed to the requesting  person.     For those persons who do not wish to receive a copy of the dissertation, I would be happy to liaise  with them via a phone conversation to discuss my findings.        (this box should expand as you type)  

2 Informed consent   Describe the arrangements to  inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is  involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before  data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how co nsent will be  obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.  

   This will be included on the front page of the online survey. For those not wishing to give consent,  then they will be able to withdraw from the online survey at any point.      (this box should expand as you type)  

3 Confidentiality / Anonymity   Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If  anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.   

   Participants will not have to enter any personal or sensitive date regarding themselves.      (this box should expand as you type)  

  SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage    

 Does the research activity involve personal da t a (as defined by the General  Data  Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018  “DPA”)?  YES  NO  

1  “Personal data”   means any information relating to an identified or identifiable  natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can  be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier  such as a name, an identificat ion number, location data, an online identifier or  to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental,  economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.   Any video or audio  recordings of participants is considered to   be personal data.  ☐  X  

 If YES, provide a   description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:  

2        (this box should expand as you type)  

 Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?  YES  NO  

3  “Special  category data”   means sensitive personal data consisting of  information as to the data subjects’  –   (a) racial or ethnic origin,   (b) political opinions,   (c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,   (d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour  Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),   (e) physical or mental health or condition,   (f) sexual life,  ☐  X  
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4  Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or  materials for publication) be stored in any of the  following ways?  YES  NO  

5  Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?  ☐  ☒  

6  University computers?  ☐  ☒  

7  Private company computers?  ☒  ☐  

8  Home or other personal computers?  ☐  ☒  

9  Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk - drives/ memory sticks?  ☒  ☐  

1 0  “Cloud” storage or websites?  ☒  ☐  

1 1  Other  –   specify:    ☐  ☐  

12  For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data  confidentiality, including details of  backup procedures,  password   protection, encryption,  anonymisation and pseudonymisation :  

   N/A   (this box  should expand as you type)  

 

 Data Protection  

 Will the research activity  involve any of the following activities:  YES  NO  

1 3  Electronic transfer of data in any form?  ☐  ☒  

1 4  Sharing of data with others at the University   outside of the immediate research  team ?  ☐  ☒  

1 5  Sharing of data with other organisations?  ☐  ☒  

1 6  Export of data outside the  UK   or importing of data from outside the UK?  ☐  ☒  

17  Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?  ☐  ☒  

18  Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?  ☐  ☒  

19  Use of data management system?  ☐  ☒  

2 0  Data archiving?  ☐  ☒  

21  If YES   to any question, please provide full details,  explaining how this will be conducted in  accordance with the  GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018)   (and   any international equivalent s,  where appropriate ):  

   N/A     (this box should expand as you type)  

22  List  all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity :  

   N/A     (this box should expand as you type)  

2 3  List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity :  

   N/A     (this box should  expand as you type)  
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2 4  Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data,  where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived  –   if so how and if  not why not.    

   N/A     (this box should expand as you type)  

2 5  Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see  https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/   ).   If so   please explain. ( Most relevant to academic staff)    

   N/A     (this box should expand as you type)  

26  Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see  https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research - data - management/ )  YES  ☒  

27  Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data  until after your  research has completed or the end of your funding  YES  ☒  
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SECTION  K : Declaration  

 The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have  attempted to identify any risks and issues  related to the research activity and acknowledge my  obligations and the rights of the participants .     In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named  research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is  published on the website:  https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research - ethics/    

1  Signature of applicant:  Lee  Mahoney  Date:   18/04/2024    

  For   STUDENT Submissions :  

2  Director of Studies/Supervisor:   Date:  

3  Signature:     

  For  STAFF S ubmissions :  

4  Academic Director/ Assistant  Dean:   Date:  

5  Signature:     

  Checklist:  Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the  guidelines and attached  any   required documentation:  

☒  I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.  

☒  I have completed  ALL   RELEVANT   sections of the form in full.  

☒  I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle  

☐  I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation ( where appropriate )  

☐  I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)     ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE   ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT  

☒  I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named   research activity will meet  the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.  

☒  I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents  (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be  confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or  Academic Director .  

 

RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY   Once complete, submit this form via the  MyTSD  Doctoral College   Portal   at  ( https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk ).    

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY   All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to  pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk   , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.    

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES  should submit   this form  (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.  
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