BA (Top Up) Inclusive Education ECIE6005
Dissertation Research Proposal Guide - Planning Your 1,500-word Research Proposal
What is a research proposal?
Your research proposal is the first stage of your dissertation. It helps you to develop and organise your ideas before beginning your in-depth research and writing.
A good proposal explains:
· what you want to investigate 
· why the topic is important 
· how you plan to answer your research questions 
· whether your project is realistic and achievable. 
Your proposal is a working document. As you read more about your topic, your ideas may develop and change. This is a normal part of the research process.
Most students on the BA (Hons) Inclusive Education programme will complete a literature-based (desktop) dissertation. This means you will answer your research questions by critically reviewing published research, rather than collecting your own data.
Word count: Approximately 1,500 words (excluding references). Use the numbering and approximate word count from the guide below.

Choosing Your Topic
Choose a topic that genuinely interests you. You will spend several months researching and writing about it.
A good dissertation topic should be:
· relevant to Inclusive Education 
· interesting and meaningful to you 
· supported by sufficient published research 
· manageable within the time available 
· focused rather than too broad. 
Working in education, your professional experience may help you identify a topic. However, your dissertation should be based on academic evidence rather than personal opinion or experience. Some students choose to do a comparative studies between Wales and a different country/different countries in order to gain different perspectives on familiar topics.

1. Working Title
(Not included in the word count)
Purpose
Your title should clearly explain the focus of your dissertation.
Guidance
Choose a title that is:
· clear and specific 
· relevant to Inclusive Education 
· realistic for an undergraduate dissertation 
· likely to remain relevant throughout your project. 
Example
Supporting autistic learners during transition to secondary school: A review of current research

2. Introduction and Rationale (Approx. 300 words)
Purpose
Explain why your topic is important and why you have chosen to study it.
Guidance
In this section, explain:
· what your topic is 
· why it is important 
· why you chose it 
· how it relates to Inclusive Education 
· why it is relevant within the Welsh, UK or other relevant educational context. If you are planning an international comparative study, explain why the countries or education systems you have chosen are appropriate. 
You may wish to draw on your professional experience to explain your interest, but your proposal should remain academic in tone.
Remember
Your introduction should explain why the topic matters, not describe everything you already know about it.

3. Aim and Research Questions (Approx. 150 words)
Purpose
Clearly explain what your dissertation hopes to achieve.
Guidance
Write one sentence beginning:
The aim of this dissertation is to...
Then write two or three research questions.
Good research questions are:
· focused 
· clear 
· answerable through published literature 
· achievable within an undergraduate dissertation. 
Example
Aim
To explore what current research identifies as effective strategies for supporting autistic learners in mainstream primary schools.
Research Questions
· What strategies does recent research identify as effective? 
· What barriers to inclusion are discussed in the literature? 
· What implications do these findings have for inclusive practice? 
Common Mistakes to Avoid
Avoid questions that are:
· too broad 
· answerable with "yes" or "no" 
· trying to investigate too many issues. 

4. Background Literature (Approx. 400 words)
Purpose
Show that you have begun exploring the existing research related to your topic.
Guidance
Briefly explain:
· what previous research says 
· the key themes beginning to emerge 
· important authors, organisations or policy documents 
· relevant Welsh, UK or international policy and legislation, depending on your chosen topic 
· how your reading has helped you refine your research focus. 
Useful sources may include:
· peer-reviewed journal articles 
· academic books 
· University Library databases 
· Welsh Government publications 
· Estyn reports 
· UK Government publications (where appropriate) 
· international organisations such as UNESCO, OECD or UNICEF. 
Remember
This is not your full literature review. Simply demonstrate that you have begun reading and can identify important ideas relevant to your dissertation.

5. Research Methodology (Approx. 350 words)
Purpose
Explain how you will carry out your research.
Guidance
Most students will undertake a literature-based (desktop) study.
Explain:
· what type of research you are undertaking 
· where you will search for literature 
· how you will identify reliable academic sources 
· how you will decide which sources to include 
· how you will organise and analyse the literature. 
When selecting sources, consider:
· publication date 
· relevance to your research questions 
· quality of the publication 
· whether the research relates to the Welsh, UK or other educational context you are investigating. 
If you intend to carry out primary research (for example interviews or questionnaires), briefly explain:
· who your participants will be 
· how they will be recruited 
· how you will collect your data. 

6. Ethical Considerations (Approx. 150 words)
Purpose
Show that you have considered the ethical responsibilities of your research.
Guidance
For literature-based research, discuss:
· using reliable academic sources 
· accurate Harvard referencing 
· avoiding plagiarism 
· representing authors' work fairly. 
If you are conducting primary research, also explain how you will ensure:
· informed consent 
· confidentiality 
· anonymity 
· secure storage of data 
· safeguarding where appropriate. 

7. Proposed Chapter Structure (Approx. 100 words)
Purpose
Show how you expect your dissertation to be organised.
Guidance
A typical dissertation structure might include:
1. Introduction 
2. Literature Review 
3. Methodology 
4. Findings 
5. Discussion 
6. Conclusion 
Your chapter titles may change as your research develops.

8. Timeline (Approx. 50 to 100 words)
Purpose
Demonstrate that your project is realistic and achievable.
Guidance
Include a simple timetable showing when you expect to complete:
· literature searching 
· reading 
· proposal approval 
· chapter drafting 
· meetings with your supervisor 
· proofreading 
· final submission. 
Allow more time than you think you will need.

9. References
Provide a preliminary reference list using Harvard Referencing.
Aim to include 6 to 10 high-quality academic sources.



Before You Submit: Proposal Checklist
✓ Is my title clear and focused?
✓ Have I explained why my topic is important?
✓ Is my aim written as one clear sentence?
✓ Are my research questions focused and achievable?
✓ Have I identified relevant academic literature?
✓ Have I explained how I will carry out my research?
✓ Have I considered ethical issues?
✓ Is my proposal realistic within the time available?
✓ Have I used Harvard Referencing correctly?


Remember that your proposal is the beginning of your dissertation journey, not the finished product. It is expected that your ideas will develop as you read more widely and discuss your work with your supervisor. The purpose of the proposal is to demonstrate that you have a clear, realistic and well-planned research project.
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