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To become a professional dance educator or coach. It takes a lot of hard work, skill development and experience to Mould into a well-rounded and employable dance instructor. Although the qualification itself is a shorter timeframe. Years of experience are what makes a good instructor. Having your own experience and having grasped different opportunities to develop your knowledge and be able to work with others who may follow your pathway. Most ex-professionals choose this line of work after hanging up their dance shoes, to reflect and give back to the industry by providing the skills needed to the next generation. 
To begin a dance artist or teaching profession, the requirements need to be met from GCSE onwards. To create a good foundation a typical student will need to produce 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, including English and maths and 3 A levels or equivalent (National Careers Service). So ideally, dance instructors would need to choose this profession quite early in their teens and young adulthood. During the second year of college or sixth form education, aspiring dance coaches would need to start applying for dance training in a university or conservatoire. The requirements to be an instructor being a relevant degree in dance, dance teaching or performing arts. However, this can be a daunting and difficult process due to dance schools having long acceptance rates and small class groups. At Rambert school in London it is stated that ‘10-15%. They receive hundreds of applications each year and accept around 50 students onto the FD/BA Degree course’ (“Auditions - Rambert”). With majority of successful students have had elite training from very young age as Unveiling London explains ‘Introducing children to dance classes at a young age, between 3 to 5 years old, can offer several benefits, such as helping develop vital physical, cognitive, and social skills’ (Costella) After 3 years at degree level and completing the undergraduate qualification, to become a dance instructor or teacher. An aspiring artist would need to complete a variant of a QTS or an LTD qualification, which is a ‘professional dance teaching qualifications can be obtained through training with the Association's member teachers. Over its long history IDTA has developed dance teaching qualifications in a wide range of dance genres and at three levels; Associate, Licentiate and Fellowship’.  (IDTA) 
Once the main qualifications are obtained, most NQT would start working as a licensed teacher for a certain exam board, the most renown exam boards being; 
· BTDA. British Theatre Dance Association Examinations provide Internationally recognized and accredited GQAL / OFQUAL Qualifications.
· Royal Academy of Dance. Provide Internationally recognized qualifications.
· LAMDA - London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art. ...
· London College of Music.
Having additional qualifications to be able to deliver accredited dance sessions and put classes through examinations successfully will help build a strong foundation and highly rated establishment. The timeframe to complete accredited qualifications varies however ‘The Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) offers various teacher training programs, including the Certificate in Dance Teaching (Ballet), which is a two-year part-time program. The RAD also offers a Licentiate of the Royal Academy of Dance, which is a full-time program lasting 5 weeks annually for 3 years. Additionally, a Master of Arts in Education (Dance Teaching) program is available, with potential for exemptions and accredited prior learning’ (“RAD | Study Dance”) Overall, to gain the qualifications to become a dance teacher will take around 5 years from university level onwards, not including GCSE and A level (compulsory education). 
Although the qualifications are important. Experience is what will truly create a successful dance teacher. Having several years' experience in the professional field is generally ‘expected’ (“Job Information”) the many ways a dance professional can gain experience is by attending auditions and applying for jobs, Aswell as gaining teaching experience at local dance schools and volunteering with the younger classes in their homeschool. Experiences like these can start from a young age and can build excellent skills and personality traits, such as; 
· Technical and creativity skills
· Time management
· Knowledge of the fine arts industry
· Leadership 
· Use of initiative 
· Verbal communication skills 
· Empathy
· The ability to work with others
· Patience
These skills and traits can be transferred from professional to teaching and will help anyone exceed in the role of an educator. Years of working within the industry can also help build good networks with other artists which can create opportunity. 
When becoming a dance teacher, location can be very important in relation to your success rate along with how much you are able to rent your time for and charge pupils. For example. Dancers and professionals who are based in London are most likely to gain more success due to ‘London has established itself as a cultural center for dance, attracting dancers and enthusiasts from around the globe’ (“Studying in London - Royal Academy of Dance”) 
The overall costs for a dance teaching career can vary due to school fees. However, for the top schools in London the tuition fee margin is split into formats which cover the dance degree undergraduate course or equivalent; 
· HE FDA Dance Performance course is £16,806 per year.
·  The Cert HE Dance and Musical Theatre program costs £9,250 annually. 
·  The MA Dance Producing & Management program has full-time fees of £8,277 and part-time fees of £4,138.50. 
· International students in the MA program pay £12,415.50 per year 
(Tuition Fees and Finance Policy)
With an approximate £9,250 tuition fee for an NQT status or equivalent to be able to teach (“Teacher Training Tuition Fees | Get into Teaching GOV.UK”) and additional expenses to be abler to instruct syllabus work, for example;
Certificate in Dance Teaching (Ballet) – UK students £5,510 for the duration of the program, plus £130 registration fee on enrolment. (“Tuition Fees - Royal Academy of Dance”) 

In conclusion, to become a successful and well thought of dance teacher in the professional world. It takes time, hard work, experience and can be seen as a huge investment in your career. However, it also takes certain skills and determination to gain high success. 
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