Since the early 1800s, Comic books have been in existence within America, and these comics were originally political cartoons that were printed within newspapers. In 1897, The first ever comic book to be published was called “The Yellow Kid in McFadden’s Flats”, which was created by Richard F.Outcault. Kowalski, J tells us that this comic book became that popular it was drawn in two newspapers by two different artists, William Randolph Hearst’s “New York Journal American” by Outcault, and Joseph Pulitzer’s “New York World” by George Luks. The use of consecutive panels and speech bubbles within the comic strip influenced the future comic book industry. In addition, the comic book strip was featured in black and white reprints which is far from the full colour comic books of today.
In 1930-1940, the golden age of comic books arose, comics have been popular since the start of their arrival but specifically after the depression, the popularity of newspaper comic strips and cartoons expanded into a major industry. In October 1939, Marvel comics predecessor, Timely publications, released Marvel comics #1, which included the characters Human Torch, Angel, and Prince Namor the sub-mariner. Not long after, Fawcett Comic’s superhero Captain Marvel, DC’s Comics’ Flash and Green Lantern debuted in 1940. Captain Marvel proved to be one of the most popular superhero comics during this period, regularly outselling “The adventures of Superman” during the 1940s. From 1938- mid 1940, the sales of comic books increased due to World War II, this happened because they were cheap, portable, and had inspirational patriotic stories of good defeating evil. Furthermore, they reflected the events and values of the time. Pro-American characters became popular, particularly Captain America, a superhero who was created for aiding America’s war effort. Captain America sported stars and stripes upon his costume with the colours of America's flag and was also pictured battling Adolf Hitler on the cover of the very first issue. Though superhero comics were top sellers, other genres emerged during this period. Genres such as Horror, crime, science fiction, western-themed, animal, jungle themed became much more popular after the war.
However, things started to change for the comic book industry during the 1940s-1950s which was the start of the silver age. Critics were accusing comic books of promoting juvenile delinquency within children, these fears then led to an anti-comic book crusade, listing comic books upon acceptable and unacceptable, commencing comic book hearings with the government, and even comic book burnings. These fears were created due to a psychiatrist called Fredric Wertham. Wertham stated within his bestselling book “Seduction of the innocent” that “Superman represented fascist ideals, batman and robin promoted a homosexual lifestyle and wonder woman was a promoted lesbian with a bondage fixation.” This imposed a code that eliminated any comic book that corrupt the mind of child, after the new code was applied, it faced the stigma of being a danger to the youth of America, it could not be anything but a medium suitable only for children. Kowalski, J tells us that the code requirements consist of; “In every instance good shall triumph over evil"; "if crime is depicted it shall be as a sordid and unpleasant activity;” “Females shall be drawn realistically without exaggeration of any physical qualities;” “Vampires and Vampirism, ghouls, cannibalism and werewolfism are prohibited.” This caused a cancelation of horror, crime and romance titles that violated the code, due to this, comic book companies began publishing books that featured superheroes from the golden age that they revamped, and new superheroes that they created during this era.
During this time, Stan lee created several comic book series including “The Witness,” “The Destroyer,” “Jack Frost,” “whizzer,” and “Black Marvel". In 1961, Timely (Atlas) rebranded itself as Marvel Comics with the release of “Journey into Mystery #69”, during this time, Stan Lee was reportedly unhappy with his work at Marvel and wanted to leave comics, however, his wife convinced him to do one more comic book before quitting his job, and to create it the way he had wanted to do a comic book, just to get it out of his system. Because of this, “Fantastic Four #1” was created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, another comic book artist. In 1963, Stan Lee had been sitting on an idea for a teenage hero with spider powers, however his editors hated the idea, insisting that teenagers could only be sidekicks and spiders were disturbing and disgusting. Lee did not let their opinions discourage him and he ended up creating Spider-Man in “Amazing Spider-Man #1” with another comic book artist called Steve ditto. Deforest, T. (2023) tells us that when they created this comic book, they adopted a collaborative workflow that came to be known as “The Marvel Method,” the technique gave artists significantly more input on story plotting, and it also allowed Marvel to produce added content at a rapid rate. A distinctive feature of Stan Lees comic book heroes is that they combine superhuman powers with human insecurities and emotions which he continued to include. In addition to this, Stan Lee decided to stay and continue working with Marvel, and he helped create more iconic heroes such as The Incredible Hulk, Thor, Iron Man etc. These heroes would then assemble to create another Marvel Comic series “The Avengers” during this time. Soon came 1964, where the Timely Comics hero “Captain America” was revived and joined the team in “Avengers #4”, and the Marvel Comic book series “Tales of Suspense” was rebranded to “Captain America’ with its 100th issue welcoming “Captain America” to his first solo series of the silver age. Further in the years, marvel decided to take a more human approach to their comic books, and add characters that was dealing with real problems, that readers could identify and relate to. These problems were; homework; paying bills; social issues such as war and equality rights. They were also about science and reality fighting in real-life New York City. 
During the 1970s, elements of the silver age were beginning to fade, and comic books started to return to darker and more realistic stories for the bronze age. These stories consisted of social awareness’ such as; racism, social injustice; heroin addiction and alcoholism, and it became popular throughout America. However, during this year, Comic book Companies ran into a problem, they understood that a variety of characters were Caucasian men and they wanted to include a diverse of characters, this led to the creation of superheroes Storm, Black Lightning, Blade, and Green Lantern. In 1971, the US Department of Health Education and Welfare asked Marvel to publish a Comic book about the dangers of Drug Abuse. This was included within the comic book titled “Green Goblin Reborn” and was published in “The Spider-Man #96-#98”, however it ended up being rejected by the CCA (the new code), but Stan Lee, now editor in chief of marvel, decided to publish the comic book without the CCA seal. The comic was the praised for its educational message, and the CCA revised its guidelines and allowed drug use within comics but only as long as it was not portrayed in a positive way. Kowalski, J tells us that, the CCA also revised the guidelines of supernatural elements, and allowed them to be used in comics again, opening the door for a return to hoor and pulp adventures with titles such as “The Tomb of Dracula” in 1972, “Ghost Rider” and “Tales of The Zombie” in 1973 at Marvel Comics. Later in this era, Marvel created “The Amazing Spider-Man #121-#122” where Spider-Man was dealing with the tragic death of his girlfriend Gwen Stacy at the hands of Green Goblin. It was revolutionary for comic book artists to illustrate the brutal murder of an innocent character along the failure of her saviour in a genre where heroes are relied upon heavily.
[bookmark: _Int_OzshSpZk]During the modern age period, 1996-present, comic book publishers attempted to fix their mistakes by creating a business plan and putting more effort into a small amount of projects. Kowalski, J tells us that in 2000, the success of “The X-Men" movie, which was adapted from the comic, helped the popularity of the superhero movies on track after a failure with the motion picture “Batman and Robin” (1997) created DC. The Marvel comics was the first to stop submitting books through the CCA, then after slumping sales, Marvel Comics was purchased by Walt Disney Corporation in 2009 and they quickly put more Marvel movies into development, picking up where Marvel Studios began with Iron Man. The movies were successful widely and birthed an entire universe of movies known as the MCU which revitalised the superhero genre and sparked new interest in comic books among fans and creators.
Bibliography:
Deforest, T. (2023) Marvel Comics. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Marvel-Comics (Accessed: 5 December 2023).
Kowalski, J. Comics: Comic Books. Available at: https://www.illustrationhistory.org/genres/comics-comic-books (Accessed: 5 December 2023)
Lopas, P. (2009) Demanding Respect: The Evolution of the American Comic Book. Temple University Press. Available at: https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/j.ctt14bs7xk.5?searchText=&searchUri=&ab_segments=&searchKey=&refreqid=fastly-default%3A80e48dfb700b885c35f0a88ec3b2b374&seq=5 (Accessed: 5 December 2023)
PBS. The Golden Age of Comics. Available at: https://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/feature/the-golden-age-of-comics/ (Accessed: 5 December 2023)
Retromash. (2018) How Comic Books Have Evolved Over The Years. Available at: https://retromash.com/2018/01/19/how-comic-books-have-evolved-over-the-years/#:~:text=Technology%20has%20made%20such%20advances,characters%20too%20over%20the%20years (Accessed: 5 December 2023)

