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Abstract: 

For my BA Dissertation  I have chosen to research the impact and different methodology of two women missionaries in China during 1914-1945. In the early 1900s just after the Boxer Rebellion, saw hundreds of foreign missionaries dead. Out of fear anti-christian groups rose up and waged war on Christians. Both Marie Monsen and Gladys Aylward, evangelical christians, were figures seen during the Protestant revival in the 1930s. During the growth of Christianity in China many people were terrified and remained hidden incase they were caught by the Chinese government and persecuted. In recent years, the government made a point to tear down crosses as they tore down churches. Religion in China has often been perceived as evil and too independent in the sense that China is ruled by the state whereas Christianity is not and cannot be. China wishes to suppress or control Christianity, if they were unable to control they would go to any means to eradicate the future of religion in China. Due to this Christians turned to underground churches to avoid torture. During the years after the Boxer Rebellion foreign missionaries still went to China to spread the word of God. Women in China during these years abided by a more traditional role subjected to them by Confucius. In later years it came to discussing gender and separating them using yin and yang. Yin was passive and reflective whereas Yang was assertive and active. Conceptualising the differences between man and woman inherently meant that men were meant to lead whereas women were to follow. In many years before to birth a daughter would bring shame and disappointment to the family. By the early twentieth century China like the West had social activists emerge against the old system that limited women’s opportunities in life. I chose this to research as when many speak of the missions in the twentieth century they refer to the male missionaries and have little much to say about the women. Also as women were not only were facing prosecution about their faith but also didn’t have equal rights I believed it to be important to research the hardship that these women faced.  I will discuss the impact and the legacy that these two women missionaries, Marie Monsen and Gladys Aylward, created during their mission during the 1920s-30s.

Research Material 

I intend to use Marie Monsen’s book The Awakening: Revival in China, A Work of the Holy Spirit as a primary source to research her mission and legacy as I will use Gladys Aylward’s book The Little Woman as a primary source for her mission. Plus letters and relics from SOAS Library in London that I will collect over December 2017. I will also research the new culture movement, The Chinese Communist Party, Anti-Christian movement and the Second Sino-Japanese war to show the obstacles these women faced with their faith. I will use many other books and articles that are seen below in the bibliography. 

Research Questions

My research questions include; What was life like for missionaries after the Boxer Rebellion? What other anti-christian movements arose? What came after of their two approaches? How did they impact the future of Christianity in China? What were the Chinese perspectives of the missionaries? Why did the Chinese Government see religion as a threat? How has the view of Christianity changed from the twentieth to the twenty-first century? These are the questions that I will address during my research on Monsen and Aylward. These questions are important as they focus on the hardship that these women and many others faced and what became of their legacies that many people today do not know about. 

Expectation 

I expect to learn more about the restrictions of religion that were put in place in China and how much the government wished to eradicate what they thought to be an infringement to the state. I expect to to discover how either their legacies faded out or how missionaries after carried on their work. 
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