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Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc141710258][bookmark: _Toc141710348]In this case study I will discuss the difficult situation faced by a single mom and her son in Wandsworth. The mom has suffered severe domestic violence, which has made her mental health worse and impacted her ability to be a good parent. As a result, social services have placed the son with his grandparents while they evaluate the family's situation. 
Mum had experienced severe domestic violence for a long time before joining the family intervention project. This affected her mental health and ability to be a good parent, so her son was put in his grandparents' care while social services evaluated their situation. Her son wasn't going to school regularly or on time when he did go. Mum didn't have a job and they both missed important healthcare appointments, including immunizations for her son. There was no routine at home and signs of neglect were found by social services, such as leaving her son alone due to domestic violence incident lasting 6 hours. The police were involved but Mum's relationship with her family was strained which led to isolation. She didn't trust professionals or want help from them either, resulting in an untidy house that needed repairs too.
Single moms often have a hard time with money because she can't find good jobs or get paid much. This makes it tough to afford things like housing, food, clothes, and healthcare for themselves and their kids. It's also emotionally tough being by yourself without someone else helping out. Without a partner or family members around to help watch the kids or offer emotional support, single moms feel lonely and stressed out more often than not. Trying to juggle work and taking care of children all alone is really exhausting too; there isn't much time left over for having meaningful moments together (oecd-ilibrary.org, 2020).

The son's life can be greatly affected for a long time. Seeing domestic violence and being neglected could hurt the child emotionally, causing anxiety, sadness, low self-confidence, and problems with relationships later on. Not having a regular schedule or proper care might also delay his development. He may have trouble doing well in school because he doesn't go regularly and doesn't get help at home (Learning Squared, 2022.).

The family intervention project was contacted for help. They assigned a social worker and other professionals to work with the single mom and her son. At first, their main goal going to be to make sure they were safe and address any urgent needs. After evaluating the situation, a support plan was created together with the family. This plan aimed to tackle different issues that had been identified including improving parenting skills, getting mental health services for the mom, making sure the child went to school regularly, and giving them necessary medical care (Clarke et al., 2019).

Social services would first check the family's situation to find out how much neglect is happening and if there are any risks for the child. If they see that the child is in immediate danger, they will make a plan to keep him safe. This might mean taking him away from home for a while or giving extra help and watching over them more closely. Since the mother has been hurt badly by domestic violence before, social services might suggest counselling and mental health support so she can heal, feel better mentally, and be better at being a parent (Family Lives, 2018) 

With help from social services and ongoing support from the family intervention project, they might have tried to bring the single mom together with her son again. This could mean making sure she creates a safe and loving environment for him while addressing any worries of neglect (oecd-ilibrary.org, 2020). The family intervention project may also provide them with resources or suggestions on how to improve their living conditions at home. They might offer assistance in cleaning up and fixing the house, so it becomes a safer and healthier place for both mom and her son.

These policies and legislation aim to ensure that children and young people are protected from abuse, exploitation, neglect, violence, radicalization, and other forms of harm. They provide a framework for collaboration between various agencies to prevent and respond to safeguarding concerns effectively (tomprendergast, 2023).
· The Children Act 2004
· The education act 1996
· Safeguarding vulnerable group act 2006
· Children and young people act 2008

This theory underscores the importance of secure and healthy relationships in a person's life, particularly during childhood. It suggests that safeguarding issues may arise when there is a lack of positive attachments or when existing attachments are harmful. Interventions influenced by attachment theory aim to promote healthy relationships and strengthen protective factors (Robb and Mccarthy, 2022).

First, I would recommend that social services continue their assessment of the family situation to fully understand the extent of neglect and potential risk factors for the child. This may involve conducting home visits, interviewing relevant individuals, and collaborating with other professionals involved in the case such as police officers.
Given the strained relationship between the single mum and her family, efforts should be made to provide her with alternative sources of support. This could include connecting her with local support groups for victims of domestic violence or providing counselling services to help address her trauma and build trust with professionals. By fostering a supportive network around her, she will be better equipped to meet her own needs and fulfil her parental responsibilities.
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