How greatly Nabataean religious material culture was influenced by foreigners and to which extend we could call this hybridization

1. Introduction

1.A Explaining the research question:
Investigating the material influence which other cultures such as the Syrians, Phoenicians[footnoteRef:1] and the Romans[footnoteRef:2] had on Nabatean religious and funerary architecture and to which extent we can call this a hybridization. [1:  Teixidor 1977:83-84]  [2:  Teixidor 1977:82] 

1.B Evaluating our sources:
Some ancient sources, which can be called primary sources, are accessible to us, such as Arrian, Strabo, Diodorus of Sicily.[footnoteRef:3] Additionally, archaeological pieces such as the Papyrus of Zenon and numerous inscriptions from Nabataean dedications are available for research.[footnoteRef:4] However, all of these have limitations, which will be discussed, as well as how modern scholarship’s disputes and limitations regarding this topic affect this matter.[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  Teixidor 1977:77-84]  [4:  Teixidor 1977:77-84]  [5:  Murray 1989:215] 

1.C The contemporary relevance of the research question:
The research seeks to inspire an interest in the Nabataean culture and the range of influences that affected Nabatean architecture, as well as to make the reader aware what cultural heritage has its origins in pre-Islamic Arabia. It additionally aims to preserve an account of a cultural history located in a currently highly versatile area, as the transfer of territory from Egypt to Israel during the six day war in 1967 clearly shows.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Bass 2015:15-26] 

 1.D How the Dissertation is structured and what it is trying to prove:
Firstly, the terms hybridization and material culture will be discussed in its own chapter, as well as comparing them to similar terms, concluding with their applicability to this research question.
The secondly, the Nabateans will be introduced, starting with what is known about their origins, and lifestyle, as well as which areas they influenced. Also, their belief system will be explained, as well as how they manifested their religious beliefs in architecture and material culture.
Thirdly, the next chapter will put into consideration the beliefs and architecture that greatly influenced the Nabateans, by means of their travels or by the foreign occupation of their realm of influence.
This chapter will also maintain the attempt of applying the theories chosen, to examples of Nabataean  religious and funerary architecture, in order to see how greatly foreign influence affected these and where this can be seen, in order to determine conclusively how Nabataean religious architecture was influenced and to what extent.

2.0 Hybridization, similar terms and material culture in theory

This chapter will focus on the terms hybridization and syncretism, as applied to material culture, as well as overcoming the debate about defining an ‘international’ or ‘hybrid’ artistic style.[footnoteRef:7] Terms such as Creolization and Hellenization will also be discussed, evaluating modern scholars’ viewpoints and the applicability to the topic.[footnoteRef:8] Further, the relationship of materiality and sedentism are an option for investigation if the word count allows it.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Altaweel and Squitieri 2018:179-181]  [8:  Webster 2001:209-213,216-219 and Shimoff 1996:440-452]  [9:  Gamble 2004:85-93 and Bradley 2004:107-113] 


3.0 Nabataean origins, belief system and their materialisation of religious and funerary architecture

3.A The first sub- section focuses on Nabataean origins,[footnoteRef:10] with inclusion of a time line of Nabataean history and expansion, thus naming cultural centres which inherently influenced the Nabataeans and also were influenced in return.[footnoteRef:11]  Diverse sources will be mentioned in order to determine Nabataean ways of life in different areas, such as increased sedentary agriculture in the Hauran region, but a continued nomadic lifestyle in the southern Nabatean regions.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Teixidor 1977:76]  [11:  Teixidor 1977:76-94]  [12:  Teixidor 1977:84,93] 

3.B The discussion of the basic Nabataean belief system will follow, including some scholars’ belief that it increasingly tended more towards monotheism.[footnoteRef:13] Further, an introduction will be made of all known Nabataean deities,[footnoteRef:14] their places of worship,[footnoteRef:15] as well as adopted deities, their origins and significance to the Nabateans, such as the cult of Baal Shamin carried out by the sedentary Nabataeans of the Hauran.[footnoteRef:16]Also, the ways in which material culture manifested itself through religious belief such as in the cult of altars,[footnoteRef:17] the worship of baetyls[footnoteRef:18]  or betyls,[footnoteRef:19] and Nepheshes will be included.[footnoteRef:20]  [13:  Teixidor 1977:84-85]  [14:  Murray 1989:220-221]  [15:  Teixidor 1977:91]  [16:  Teixidor 1977:79-85]  [17:  Teixidor 1977:85-87]  [18:  Teixidor 1977:87]  [19:  Murray 1989:221-222]  [20:  Murray 1989:223-224] 


3.C The third sub-section of this chapter will concern itself with the outlining of Nabataean funerary and religious architecture,[footnoteRef:21] as it manifested itself at Nabataean cultural centres such as Petra,[footnoteRef:22] Bostra,[footnoteRef:23] Khirbet Tannur,[footnoteRef:24] Canatha, Dionysias, Nissana and Avdat.[footnoteRef:25] This chapter will see a main division between different purposes given to the architecture, such as funerary places,[footnoteRef:26]and places of sacrifice and worship to the gods alone.[footnoteRef:27] [21:  Paradise and Angel 2015:17-19 and Perry 2002:265-270]  [22:  Joukowsky 2002:235-248]  [23:  Teixidor 1977:82,]  [24:  Teixidor 1977:89]  [25:  Murray 1989:220]  [26:  Perry 2002:265-270]  [27:  Joukowsky 2002:235-248] 

4.0 Cultures and beliefs influencing Nabataean architecture, as well as examples of the innovative architectural results

4.A This chapter discusses the most important cultures [footnoteRef:28] influencing Nabatean belief and consequentially architecture, investigating how and why this influence happened in order to discuss the outcome of this change in the following sub-section. It is important to name that many styles were also influenced by each other prior to influencing Nabataean architecture, and it is thus difficult to trace back the origins of each style precisely. For example, the Nabataeans were heavily influenced by Hellenistic architecture such as the ionic temple structure, but as this happened at a very early stage of Nabatean development as a culture, the end product is often referred to as distinctly Nabatean instead of being seen as a Hybrid.[footnoteRef:29] Other influences happened under Byzantine rule, in earlier times than the Nabateans were officially named as a people.[footnoteRef:30] [28:  Tarn 1929:9,]  [29:  Teixidor 1977:91]  [30:  Decker 2007:217] 

To name a few other influences: Ptolemaic Egypt and Egypt in general through trade,[footnoteRef:31]  the Phoenicians, Syrians, Palmyrans[footnoteRef:32] and neighbouring Arab tribes.[footnoteRef:33] Further impact has been made through trade by the neighbouring Seleucid Empire,[footnoteRef:34] Herodian kingdom,[footnoteRef:35] and from 105-106 A.D. onwards by the Romans as Nabataea became part of the Roman province Arabia.[footnoteRef:36] [31:  Tarn 1929:16]  [32:  Teixidor 1977:83-84]  [33:  Teixidor 1977:78,88 and 94]  [34:  Cohen 1972:83]  [35:  Cohen 1972:83]  [36:  Teixidor 1977:82] 

4.B This sub-section sees the actual manifestations of foreign influence in Nabatean religious architecture, initiated by the extensive exchange of ideas and materials with other cultures by the means of nomadic trade, exchange of peoples[footnoteRef:37] and  through military occupation.[footnoteRef:38]  [37:  Murray 1989:224-225]  [38:  Teixidor 1977:82] 

Some very extensive influences manifested themselves through the cult of Isis at Siq in Petra, as can be seen in the structure of the Khazneh or treasury.[footnoteRef:39]Another example would be the carved elephant heads of the Great Temple at Petra, supposedly influenced by trading contacts with India.[footnoteRef:40]  The rest of the temple is very much in coherence with the Greek ionic tradition.[footnoteRef:41] Other examples include the adoption of anthropomorphic figures for representing their deities, such as the odd rectangular betyl of Dushara found in Wadi Farasa by Petra, portraying an encircled human head.[footnoteRef:42] [39:  Murray 1989:225]  [40:  Murray 1989:225]  [41:  Murray 1989:225]  [42:  Murray 1989:226] 


5.0 Conclusion

Finally, the conclusion will combine and summarize any previous discussions regarding influences affecting Nabatean religious and funerary architecture, as well as the extent to which such can be defined as Hybridization or perhaps any of the other terms such as Creolization and Hellenization.  It can surely be said that investigating this matter is important in order to preserve the pre-Islamic cultural heritage of this region and make people more aware of the beauty of this architectural style. 
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