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Is the method for assessing Additional Learning Needs effective for both genders?
Abstract 
This research project will explore the effects on current practice when assessing children with suspected Additional Learning Needs and whether it assesses both genders equally. Additional learning needs is a legally recognised definition for a child who has a learning, physical or sensory need which can affect their ability to learn and achieve the age-appropriate milestones (Dewis. Wales, 2023). The Additional Learning Needs System (Welsh Government, 2020) supports children and young people aged 0 to 25 in Wales and aims to support children overcome barriers and achieve their full potential through a unified and integrated framework  to be used by settings and local authorities to put the learner at the heart of everything that happens and take a person-centred approach to support children. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is ever growing group of neurodevelopment disorders in children and young people. ASD was previously considered a primarily male diagnosis, although new research suggests the current method used to diagnose is male based and results in several females either being misdiagnosed or not being diagnosed until later life. The purpose of this research is to highlight the need for change to include a female prospective, this will be achieved through a triangulation of methods including quantitive and qualitive data through questionnaires to practitioners, observing children in settings and interviews with Consultant Psychiatrists.
Literature Review (750 words)
[bookmark: _Int_Ntw5k33a]It is expected in Wales that high quality and adapted teaching within early years settings are the building blocks in developing individual learners and supporting their needs. According to European Commission (2019) support should be provided for all children, regardless of whether they have an identified statement from professionals or practitioners recognising they require support in an area to allow them to learn and develop the same as everyone else in the setting. Although, during the eighteenth-century children with additional learning needs were widely unaccepted in society and parents carried shame or guilt when looking for support for their children (Wall, 2006). Educational acts have moved forward since then and have created guidance to support the diagnosis and identification of additional learning needs within children (Parliament UK, no date).
[bookmark: _Int_iT9SvGoX]The Autism spectrum is described as a neurodevelopmental condition that affects the brain and central nervous system development and functions in a way that is atypical to the majority of people (Nasen, 2016). The Autism spectrum refers to multiple people with a range of common characteristics which relates to their ability to communicate, make sense of the world, and interact with others around them. Children are usually diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder before the age of 3 years as these behaviours such as social interaction and abilities, repetitive or highly focused interests in activities or actions which are typically displayed in early development (Nasen, 2016). These are described as the three primary areas of difficulties by Wing and Gould (1979).
Autism spectrum disorder affects children’s ability to communicate and their social interactions as well as their emotional capacity in situations (American Psychiatric Association, 2013). According to Brodzeller et al. (2017) children with autism spectrum disorder need a vast number of coping mechanisms and support in their learning and development to promote social skills, these can include now and next cards, social stories, adjusting sensory stimuli such as noise, light, scent and sensory and working in partnership with parents and specialist such as speech and language therapists, as well as structure and an organised time table with regular routine to help them focus and know what to expect each day. Early years practitioners should consider the needs of each child and their strengths and weaknesses and adapt these into plans to provide support through structured activities to develop them further which can be embedded in daily routines and expectations of the setting (Reagan, 2012).
Autism spectrum disorder is the fastest growing group of neurodevelopment disorders in childhood state McIntyre and Zemantic (2016). Current statistics for the United Kingdom according to National Autistic Society (2019) suggest that there are approximately 700,00 people with autism spectrum, with a ratio of diagnose of males to females at 3:1. There are various theories that might explain why more males get an autism diagnosis.
Mandy et al. (2012) suggests that young girls with autism spectrum disorder may be hiding in plain sight as girls as they typically better at masking their challenges and are likely to have fewer displaying symptoms than boys. Research by Begeer et al. (2012) suggests that although this can be positive it can equally be negative. Young girls with milder forms autism are typically diagnosed later than boys, which means a delayed diagnosis so girls are going without support which is very much needed and some may not be diagnosed at all. Bolte (2011) and Mandy et al (2012) suggest in their research boys with autism spectrum disorder are found to show more challenging behaviour issues, such as aggressive behaviour, reduced prosocial behaviour, hyperactivity and repetative or restricted behaviour and interests. This can cause a more noticeable disturbance at settings and at home. However, girls with autism spectrum disorder show more internal disturbances such as, anxiety, depression and emotional issues and are more passive in behaviour as opposed to acting out. Leading to under reporting by teachers of girls suggest the national autistic society (2019).

Methodological Considerations (1,500 words) 
Describe the process of how you will conduct the research project and evaluate the methods used, you will need to write about: 
a) Your chosen sample – who and where? Write about why you chose the sample
b) Chosen methods for doing your research project (interview, observation, questionnaire, etc) consider why you chose the method and their limitations, why you did not choose one other method for collecting your data, include a discussion on your choice of qualitative or quantitative data collection.
c) Describe triangulation, purpose of it and why you felt it was needed/not needed for your research project
Ethical Considerations Conclusion  (1,500 words) 
This section will demonstrate a critical awareness of ethical issues related to working and researching with and for young children
a) How to gain consent from participants and how you will know if they do not want to participate
b) How to make sure you protect confidentiality and anonymity  
c) How to reduce risk to the participant, the researcher, and the university in conducting your research project 
d) How to collect and store your data in line with guidelines and legislation 
Conclusion
In conclusion autism spectrum disorder is the fastest growing neurological disorder in early childhood. Through the evaluation and analysis of the current literature available it has been possible to highlight that females have a unique experience compared to males and has indicated the need for the ASD assessment tool to be re-evaluated to include the traits that are experienced from both genders. A mixed method approach of both quantitative and qualitative PARADIMES through questionnaires, focus group interviews and observations to ensure a triangulation of results. The hope for this research is to produce guidance for practitioners and parents, so that early detection, diagnosis, and intervention implemented for all children that require support
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