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 INTRODUCTION
The aim of my research proposal is to look at how parents separating/divorce affects the children. This to me is my personal interest having going through this myself and seeing how this has affected my children and how the relationships among all due to this has changed. I want to be able to learn and understand more about this topic and to see how this affects children, therefore, I have chosen a qualitative design over a quantitative design with interviews rather than focus groups as I want an individual perspective by interviewing rather than it being measured. To be able to collect the words from the participants by open ended questions and not having a questionnaire survey measuring the numbers. I will also be looking at past research on this as guidance.
Consent and reassurance of anonymity will be obtained from the children along with their parents and will be notified that they can withdraw at any time. Priscilla, A and Morrow, V (2011) highlights the importance of this and says that consent must always be approved for the research to progress ethically. The definition of the word ethics is the philosophical study of the moral value of human conduct and of the rules and principles that ought to govern it, and that the decisions we make are directly linked to the values and morals of individuals and society as stated in Collins Concise Dictionary (1995) highlighted by Green, S (2000)  

                                                


 MAIN BODY
I am aware that by wanting to do a qualitative study through interviewing the children can become a difficult process as it would mean going to the participants home and not all families would want to do this. Silverman, D (2013) confirms this by explaining that obtaining ethical approval of a qualitative research can at times become difficult when the data required is through observation. Green, S (2000) notes how ethics in research is viewed as rules that must be adhered to and this is justified as bad or good practice, also amounting to the responsibility and how as a researcher this must be important when it comes to participants taking part especially where sensitive details of the participants life is being shared.
By interviewing the children with open ended questions in their environment will hopefully allow them to share their own experiences and feel that they can be themselves with the answers that they want to give. BERA (2011) states that children who are able to develop their own views should indeed be able to express this where the issues are concerning them and that the researcher must assure that all taking part must understand the process of this and why, along with how this research will be used. All who are included as agreed by Priscilla, A and Morrow, V (2011) in participating in research are responsible for providing that the central ethical values are met and should be considerate of children, their various ideas along with their assistance.
I understand that this can become an obstacle when it comes to interviewing children and the questions that are asked of them and how some questions will not be suitable for some, they might find it difficult to talk about their parents especially if they are present and the situation they are in along with their feelings on this, I will also be aware that all families are different with different values and beliefs and the researcher needs to be aware of this when interviewing a sensitive topic. Thomas, G (2017) has highlighted the importance of this by saying that we should always be aware of the questions that are asked to the participants and how this could have an effect on them. Green, S (2000) also notes that what might appear to be suitable for one might not be for another and for an area to discuss that might be sensitive might become difficult for the participant to talk about and that the attitude of the research process is important as if a lack of feelings and thought for the participants has been shown by the researcher it would be considered as unethical.

CONCLUSION
[bookmark: _GoBack] The importance of ethics and how these guidelines must always be adhered to at all times is the fundamentals of what is right and wrong is the core of this research proposal and how important it is for the researcher to take in to consideration the objectives of the research and that of the children’s wellbeing as this with children can at times become challenging and I am under no illusion that this would be other than that. To also be conscious when carrying out interviews as a qualitative study, recognising the importance of the interviewing process and that of the questions that are asked to my participants along with being aware of how the questions might, as stated above by Green, S (2000) appear to be suitable for one might not be for another.
I feel that by collecting this data will help to have more of an understanding of how this topic affects the children and how they view the situation, however, knowing that the topic of my research proposal can be a sensitive issue to discuss and for this to be carefully done, looking and being aware of how the children see themselves and their families, the ethical values surrounding this and how researchers must be considerate of the children in question and the answers that they give. I will also be reflecting on the process for myself in order to have more of an understanding of what I am learning from the children’s perspective. I am aware that this might have its complications and will approach this with careful consideration and always be mindful that as stated above by stated by Priscilla, A and Morrow, V (2011) that all who are participating are responsible for providing the central ethical values are met. With all this taken in to consideration along with the children’s welfare the results could be promising and rewarding.
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