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[bookmark: _Int_1iU6jsZF]Throughout this essay, I will be discussing a historical monument situated in the Lancashire town of Great Harwood. I have chosen this particular place as I am familiar with it, and I am passionate about the town. 
[bookmark: _Int_YqBoospe][bookmark: _Int_UhQ3aEN9]The particular memorial in question is the Great Harwood Memorial Park, which maintains great significance to many local residents to this day. The council has, since the establishment of the public memorial gardens, incorporated many elements of the town’s culture and personality into the site, for example, several playing fields for the town’s football teams, an integral part of the community. 
The memorial park itself boasts man features, consisting of:
· War Memorial / Gardens
· Horticultural displays
· Shelter
· Sports pitches (3 x Senior football pitches, 1 x 7 aside pitch, 1 x 9 aside pitch)
· Sports Pavilion­­
· Mature woodland known as Roundwood, there are no formal paths although the woodland is recognised for its biological importance with Biological Heritage Site status.
· Excellent views towards Pendle Hill
(https://www.hyndburnbc.gov.uk/memorial-park/3/) 

Furthermore, contextually; “The land which today comprises Memorial Park and playing fields became a public park on 25 July 1920 after a total of 22 acres of land was purchased by several local people and handed over to the Urban District Council of Great Harwood as a public park.
The freehold title was conveyed to the Council for the purposes of a public park as the Council may deem proper. Portions of the area are subject to restrictions; for example, the building of houses is specifically excluded, except if they are for occupation by persons employed on the park and their families.
The actual War Memorial in the Remembrance Garden was unveiled on 2 October 1926 by Major General Sir Neil Malcolm, K.C.B., D.S.O., who was assisted in the unveiling by a Mrs. Ormerod of Great Harwood, who had lost three sons in the war. 
(https://www.hyndburnbc.gov.uk/memorial-park/6/) 

[bookmark: _Int_k48iypo5]This information serves to exemplify the significance of the memorial park, considering the cultural relevance in regard to the memorial being unveiled. 
[bookmark: _Int_q4nSR2Wa]In terms of inscription and purpose, (according to https://www.tracesofwar.com/sights/81924/War-Memorial-Great-Harwood.htm) This memorial commemorates the residents of Great Harwood who were killed or missing in the First World War (372 names) and the Second World War (55 names) and the wars in Korea, Malaya, and the Falklands (3 names). 
[bookmark: _Int_1jRbiJXZ]The location further heightens the image of the memorial as it is situated both centrally as well as being on one of the most elevated areas in the town, a gradual incline from almost all direction. Additionally, the memorial overlooks the Lancashire countryside, capturing the beauty of the tranquil nature capable of being taken in by the mourning locals, or even the everyday morning-strollers. 
[bookmark: _Int_oeXr1U6W][bookmark: _Int_CoDk2Skw][bookmark: _Int_RGMEvxN4]However, as with any historical landmark, it must stand the test of time. The notion that any local level monument would retain its level of significance through its withstanding of the ever-shifting lens of modernity is to reject the fact that, as time progresses, so does the personal significance of the monument. Initially, to challenge the emotional values of the Great Harwood memorial would be to challenge the sacrifice made by all of the inscribed names. However, when considering the gradual reduction of ‘significance,’ in the sense that loved ones and relatives may only learn of, yet not fully understand the gravity of the sacrifice and the impact it may have had on the town. 
Known by many locals as a staple feature of the small Lancashire town, the war memorial in the appropriately named memorial park also holds value in regard to remembrance day, in that local primary schools would seek to educate the young children on the rich history of the town, by entering school children into creative interpretation contests, such as poetry competitions which aim to capture the true meaning of the monument whilst simultaneously educating the youth of the town on the historical context of their home. The Remembrance Day example applies in that the winning poems or stories would then be displayed or read aloud at a mass public gathering, serving in memory of those lost. 
[bookmark: _Int_CWbfAdrM]The longevity of the war memorial is interesting, considering that it may be contextually intentional. 
“The actual War Memorial in the Remembrance Garden was unveiled on 2 October 1926 by Major General Sir Neil Malcolm, K.C.B., D.S.O., who was assisted in the unveiling by a Mrs. Ormerod of Great Harwood, who had lost three sons in the war.”
(https://www.hyndburnbc.gov.uk/memorial-park/6/)
[bookmark: _Int_cyzhgdZQ]Late 1926 places the erection of the monument post-WW1, inscribing 372 names minimum. Contextually, the Obelisk style of memorial was common amongst Lancashire towns so as to provide for extended relevance. The simple yet recognisable presentation links back to the Egyptians, utilised for commemorating the dead and honouring their gods. The monuments also served to symbolise fertility in relation to the Egyptian sun worship, being interpreted to take the form of a ray from the sun. Thereby, the physical style of the structure of the monument, like many others across the UK which serve to remember the fallen soldiers of the first world war, render the nation as being equipped with the necessary optimism for a revitalisation of our depleted communities. 
[bookmark: _Int_Z1gIJDDy]To conclude, I chose the war memorial located in Great Harwood inside Memorial Park because it possesses some significance for myself, having lived there for 15 years of my life, and having my literature performed in front of crowds to display the towns continued upholding of the values and the significance of the war monument. The memorial is located near a church and uphill of the centre of town, providing for a sense of watching over, which may symbolise the connection residents experience to their loved ones and the fallen heroes of war, who look over them now. The accessibility of the memorial also provides for everyone to enjoy and to appreciate the importance of the invariably wreath bearing obelisk monument. This unexpecting, simple monument has the capacity to efficiently portray the cultural relevance of the wars and the impact they had on the North West of the United Kingdom. 



