SJSS4001 Ass 1 Student number 1804381

Explore the concept of ‘belonging’ within of a group of your choice. Consider what existing
government initiatives support community engagement and how this affects the likelihood of their
integration into community.

This assignment is about sex workers, escorts and prostitutes and how they are treated by the law, society
and the community that they live in.

A sex worker, escort or prostitute is someone who provides a sexual service for money or to meet the urges
of other individuals for money. It is referred to regularly as one of the oldest professions in the world. There
are many reasons why individuals choose to go into this line of work. One of the main reasons that sex
workers sell their bodies is to be able to afford the basics to survive on a daily basis. In the United Kingdom
(UK) there are many laws and legislations that are linked to sex workers and prostitutes. Prostitution is not
actually illegal in the UK, so these laws and legislations are there to protect the individuals both selling and
receiving the sexual encounters. Prostitution is described perfectly by Mr Young who said

“’Our understanding of prostitution is often coloured by simplicity and generalisation. Film
and television have left many with a sanitised, even a romanticised idea of what sex
actually, looks like. We tend to see prostitution as being a simple matter of unusual consent.
A man who wants to have sex and a prostitute (usually a woman) who is willing to have sex
with that man for a price.”” (Young 2017).

Sex workers have been around for many years, it is unclear when the first prostitute started her profession,
but we do know that the first acknowledgement of protection was included in the Sexual Offences Act 1956.
“’Historically, the criminal law has always been (and continues to be) overwhelmingly concerned with
street-based sex work, an activity which since the late 1950s has been designated a self-evident public
nuisance’’. (Wolfenden, 1957). Prostitution is closely linked to other social problems and issues within
communities such as drugs, alcohol, poverty and physical and mental health issues. Described perfectly by
Hubbard in 1998 he said °* Nevertheless, despite criminalization, street-based sex work is a feature of many
United Kingdom cities and towns, with some communities suffering ongoing noise disturbance, cars circling
the area (kerb crawling), and offensive litter such as used condoms and needles’’. (Hubbard, 1998).
Prostitutes can be forced into that line of work for many reasons such as lack of money, if they have bad
habits such as alcohol or drugs, it could be a way of making money to pay for them, human trafficking is
another reason why some people are involved in this type of work. ‘Research has tended to favour the study
of sex trafficking over other forms of labor exploitation, despite evidence that many trafficked individuals
are forced to work in a variety of industries.”” (Gozdziak & Bump, 2008). If individuals are being forced
into this line of work in this way, their health problems and well-being are uncared for their employer or
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pimp. This is described by the international organization for migration in their handbook called ‘Caring for
trafficked people’. ‘Depending on the type of work that trafficked individuals are forced to perform, they
can present with health problems, such as malnutrition, dehydration, respiratory problems, high blood
pressure, skin infections, accidental injuries, hypothermia, or frostbite’. (International Organization for
Migration, ((2009). While human trafficking is linked closely with prostitution it may not be the only line of
work that these individuals are faced to perform and act out sexual favours. ‘By associating human
trafficking solely with prostitution, however, the conventions and international agreements that followed
Butler’s campaigns overlooked other types of labor and sexual exploitation, such as mail-bride arrangements
or domestic servitude that came with an expectation of sexual favours (Ray, ((2006). As a sex worker or
prostitute you could work on your own or in a group. Sex workers who work on their own are far more at
risk of being hurt, mugged, sexually assaulted, raped or even murdered for the simple reason that nobody
knows where they are or who they are having sexual encounters with. So, while it is safer to work in a group
or in a brothel, it is illegal, and you will not earn as much as the salary will not be as high as if you were on
your own. if working for a pimp they will usually take a share of your profits to ensure your safety and
supplying you with clients. Basically, working on your own is more profitable but makes you more
vulnerable, not an easy choice to make.

In the UK brothels and back street massage parlours are never found in town or city centres, they are very
well hidden to prevent being detected. A brothel would never get permission from their local council to be
opened up in a community because of the problems and stigma that that comes with them. While being
hidden away and only open during the night time this does leave the workers and users more at risk of being
mugged, assaulted or worse. United Kingdom Network of Sex Work Projects (UKNSWP, 2004) ’contend
that criminalization forces sex workers to work very late at night and to work longer hours in often
dangerous locations to avoid arrest’’. This point is also picked up by T. Sagar in his ‘Tackling on-street sex
work book’ where he wrote ‘Further that removing sex work from residential communities merely leads to
displacement and that targeting kerb crawlers has the same negative impact due to clients seeking to avoid

detection, forcing workers to adapt to changes in working conditions.” ( Sagar, 2007).

While sex work and prostitution are illegal to a certain degree there are many policies, legislations and laws
out there for the protection of both the worker and the client. In Wales there are many different studies and
findings to surveys and projects to help improve the provisions of the sex workers. The Welsh Government
has funded many studies along with setting up projects such as Safer Wales. Safer Wales was set up over
twenty years ago, it funded by Gwent Police and the Crime Commissioner to protect, support and empower
individuals and groups of people who are being exploited by others or are often invisible in society. They
help both women and men who suffer from domestic abuse, sexual exploitation, young vulnerable people,
hate crime and ex-offenders. Another project set up in Cardiff to help Wales’ sex workers is Rise Cardiff,
which is very similar to Safer Wales. They have trained people on hand twenty-four hours a day, seven days
a week to give individuals help and support. They will guide you through your situation or find you suitable
accommodation if you are unsafe. The projects set up in Cardiff are very much needed as they do have a
problem with the sex work profession as described by Gwent Police and the fact that they are funding these
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projects proves that. “’The number of prostitutes in Gwent is small, but the small number that operate do so
mostly in the Pill area of Newport which is impacting the lives of local residents. It has been shown that
such an initiative will improve the safety of street sex workers and increase their reporting of offences
committed against them." (Gwent Police Spokesperson). In 2007, Amnesty International in Wales published
‘Under the Covers’. This was published to provide a picture of the trafficking problems for the sex trade in
Wales. The report was produced by using information from many different resources in Wales and the UK.
Interviews with senior police officers, service users and providers, media reports and court actions were all
included in the findings. They published a case study that they had been very successful on called Operation
Adject based on a seventeen-year-old Lithuanian girl. She was trafficked into the UK after being promised a
life that she was not given, instead she was used and abused by men. While in Wales she managed to contact
a home and told them of her situation. Luckily for her the home contacted the relevant police force and she
was rescued by Newport Police and later went on to help SOCO and other police forces to convict four men
of for many different offences. Between the four men they were convicted and ordered in total to spend a
minimum of thirty-one years in prison. This case study proves that without these local projects and charities
that this woman, would still being abused by her attackers and living in fear for her safety. Swansea is
another place in Wales that has a problem with sex workers. The local authorities are aware of the issues
they face as described by Chief Inspector White. In a statement he said

“However, their actions are having a huge impact on the wider community, who we also
have a duty to protect. Residents, business owners and visitors to Swansea have a right#
to be able to go about their lives without feeling intimidated or harassed by sex workers,
those controlling them or kerb-crawlers, and without witnessing the associated criminality
and antisocial behaviour which so often goes hand-in-hand with sex work.”’

(Chief Insp White).

South Wales Police have also issued a case study that they had solved involving a Bulgarian national. This
case study is slightly different from Operation Adject as the woman was refusing to help officers with
information and denied being trafficked. She was rescued from a massage parlour in Swansea, despite her
lack of help, information and support, officers still managed to arrest three men. Unfortunately lack of
evidence ensured the men walked away with no charges. The woman was repatriated to Bulgaria at her
request. This case shows that no matter how many services, projects or charities are around to offer help and
support some individuals will not reach out for the help offered but instead remain to suffer in silence.
“Furthermore, in criticizing the United Kingdom agenda of zero-tolerance against sex work, we are keen to
point out that the concept of “community safety” may indeed derive from a crime reduction agenda, but it

also signifies the inclusion of local social forms of control to crime prevention and associated harms.”’

(Tilley, 2005).
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As well as policies and practices being in place, there is also laws in place to ensure the safety of sex
workers and their clients. Laws such as The Sexual Offences Act 2003, The Policing and Crime Act 20009,
The Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001, Modern Slavery Act 2015, Sexual Offences Act 2015, The
Serious Crime Act 2015 and many more, were all put in place to help protect and support sex workers, their
clients and the community around them. Each Act is different and covers different things like prostitution,
slavery, human trafficking, sexual offences, child prostitution, human trafficking and many more.

A prostitute or sex worker face many obstacles while trying to do their job, firstly from their own problems
and feelings, then from their clients and how trustworthy and nice they are and then from the community
that they live in. A lot of stigma comes with being a sex worker and it is often looked down upon by other
people. Even though we associate prostitutes with people who are struggling with money issues and drink or
drug problems it is also known that some people do the job simply because they want to, and they enjoy it.
Being a sex worker and people knowing about it leaves you in a vulnerable position of being bullied by
others through name calling like slag, whore, street walker and hooker amongst many more. Communities
are not very tolerating of sex workers and fear that they bring trouble to streets, estates and communities. As
well as people having an issue with the sex worker themselves it can and often does get stretched to affect
the rest of their families and friends. Their parents and children can also be bullied and have their names
tarnished because of something that they have no control over.

To conclude this assignment, sex workers or prostitutes are often referred to as a hard to reach group, which
means they are often excluded from society. This type of hard to reach group will often face risk and
resilience from other people who class themselves as normal. They seek help and support from individuals
just like themselves and often form little communities of their own. Sex workers are human beings too, they
do the job for many different reasons some of which some people will never understand and sometimes just
because they want to. The job could be very lonely and dangerous if working on your own or could be
rewarding and fun if working in a group of people who you get along with and it's your decision to take part.
Sex workers range from being young, to dwarfs, to disabled, to the elderly and everything in between. They
can work the streets, in brothels, over the internet, phone sex or many more. There many policies and
procedures around to help vulnerable people who need help and support and there are also laws in place to
protect and prosecute individuals who need and deserve it. These protections are very important to have as
the sex worker industry is on the rise, the more sex workers out there the more we need the support, policing
and authorities for protection and control of the issues that might arise. Having said that no matter how
many support groups, charities, laws, legislations and authorities are out there, prostitutes and sex workers
are still being abused and manipulated into doing things they do not want to or should not have to and some
individuals still suffer in silence and refuse to speak and give evidence when they are asked to. The
individuals who refuse to press charges and give evidence make it hard for the authorities to convict people
and prevent them from re offending , while on the other hand it lets the criminals think they can carry on
offending and that they will continue to get away with it. Finding a safe and suitable solution for sex
workers and the communities to be able to work together in the future is hopeful but is a long way off.



Reference List

BLAKE YOUNG, "Talking Point: We would best be freed from the scourge of sex work™, The Mercury,
January 12, 2017

Gozdziak, E. M., Bump, M. N. (2008). Data and research on human trafficking: Bibliography of research-
based literature. Retrieved from http://isim.georgetown.edu/112487.html

Hubbard, P. (1998). Community action and the displacement of street prostitution: Evidence from British
cities. Geoforum, 29, 269-286.

Human Trafficking Is More Than Sex Trafficking and Prostitution: Implications for Social Work Maria
Beatriz Alvarez, Edward J. Alessi First Published May 22, 2012 Research Article https://doi-
org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1177/0886109912443763.

International Organization for Migration. (2009). Caring for trafficked persons: Guidance for health care
providers. Retrieved from http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/free/CT_Handbook.pdf

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/trafficking_report_wales_update2010_32.pdf accessed 15-07-19

https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2015-07-27/itv-news-investigation-the-scale-of-sex-work-on-the-streets-
of-the-capital/  accessed 15/07/19

https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1177/1057567713485963 accessed 18-07-19

https://Ilyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2019-02/gwaith-rhyw-defnyddio-cyffuriau-ac-alcohol-
dod-a-lleisiau-gweithwyr-rhyw-i-mewn-ir-fframwaith-datblygu-polisi-a-gwasanaeth-yng-nghymru.pdf
accessed 15-07-19

https://rise-cardiff.cymru/  accessed 10-07-19


http://isim.georgetown.edu/112487.html
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?new=1&ui=en%2DGB&rs=en%2DGB&wdenableroaming=1&wdfr=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=F9E9F09E-A0A8-8000-F494-E7FA00C34F20&wdorigin=ohpAppStartPages-instant&wdhostclicktime=1563308533121&jsapi=1&newsession=1&corrid=4c3992c5-0607-4541-80bb-6227c0dd2370&usid=4c3992c5-0607-4541-80bb-6227c0dd2370&instantedit=1&filesrc=SharePoint%20Online&pmorigin=https%3A%2F%2Fuowtsd-my.sharepoint.com
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?new=1&ui=en%2DGB&rs=en%2DGB&wdenableroaming=1&wdfr=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=F9E9F09E-A0A8-8000-F494-E7FA00C34F20&wdorigin=ohpAppStartPages-instant&wdhostclicktime=1563308533121&jsapi=1&newsession=1&corrid=4c3992c5-0607-4541-80bb-6227c0dd2370&usid=4c3992c5-0607-4541-80bb-6227c0dd2370&instantedit=1&filesrc=SharePoint%20Online&pmorigin=https%3A%2F%2Fuowtsd-my.sharepoint.com
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?new=1&ui=en%2DGB&rs=en%2DGB&wdenableroaming=1&wdfr=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=F9E9F09E-A0A8-8000-F494-E7FA00C34F20&wdorigin=ohpAppStartPages-instant&wdhostclicktime=1563308533121&jsapi=1&newsession=1&corrid=4c3992c5-0607-4541-80bb-6227c0dd2370&usid=4c3992c5-0607-4541-80bb-6227c0dd2370&instantedit=1&filesrc=SharePoint%20Online&pmorigin=https%3A%2F%2Fuowtsd-my.sharepoint.com
https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1177%2F0886109912443763
https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1177%2F0886109912443763
http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/free/CT_Handbook.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/trafficking_report_wales_update2010_32.pdf
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2015-07-27/itv-news-investigation-the-scale-of-sex-work-on-the-streets-of-the-capital/
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2015-07-27/itv-news-investigation-the-scale-of-sex-work-on-the-streets-of-the-capital/
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2019-02/gwaith-rhyw-defnyddio-cyffuriau-ac-alcohol-dod-a-lleisiau-gweithwyr-rhyw-i-mewn-ir-fframwaith-datblygu-polisi-a-gwasanaeth-yng-nghymru.pdf%20%20%20%20%20%20accessed%2015-07-19
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2019-02/gwaith-rhyw-defnyddio-cyffuriau-ac-alcohol-dod-a-lleisiau-gweithwyr-rhyw-i-mewn-ir-fframwaith-datblygu-polisi-a-gwasanaeth-yng-nghymru.pdf%20%20%20%20%20%20accessed%2015-07-19
https://llyw.cymru/sites/default/files/publications/2019-02/gwaith-rhyw-defnyddio-cyffuriau-ac-alcohol-dod-a-lleisiau-gweithwyr-rhyw-i-mewn-ir-fframwaith-datblygu-polisi-a-gwasanaeth-yng-nghymru.pdf%20%20%20%20%20%20accessed%2015-07-19
https://rise-cardiff.cymru/

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmhaff/26/2605.htm# _idTextAnchor011
accessed 16-07-19

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/police-proposal-managed-prostitution-zone-9728470
https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/prostitution  accessed 17-07-19

https://www.south-wales.police.uk/en/newsroom/operation-jaeger-tackling-sex-work-in-swansea-city-
centre/  accessed 15/07/19

https://www.themercury.com.au/news/opinion/talking-point-we-would-best-be-freed-from-the-scourge-of-
sex-work/news-story/10114e336a5ec69ea0d50eba08520c08 accessed 17-07-19

Ray, N. (2006). Looking at trafficking through a new lens. Cardozo Journal of Law & Gender, 12, 909-929.

Sagar, T. (2007). Tackling on-street sex work: Anti-social behaviour orders, sex workers and inclusive inter-
agency initiatives. Criminology and Criminal Justice, 7, 153-168

Tilley, N. (2005). Introduction: Thinking realistically about crime prevention. In Tilley, N. (Ed.), Handbook
of crime prevention and community safety (pp. 3—13). Cullompton, Enlgand: Willan Publishing.

The Local Governance of Street Sex Work in the United Kingdom: Views from the Shop Floor
Sagar, Tracey ; Jones, Debbie International Criminal Justice Review, June 2013, Vol.23(2), pp.132-148

United Kingdom Network of Sex Work Projects (2004). Response to paying the price. Retrieved November

2, 2012, from http://mww.uknswp.org/resources/

Wolfenden . (1957). Report of the committee on homosexual offences and prostitution. London, England:
HMSO.

www.notable-quotes.com/p/prostitution_quotes_iii.html

www.saferwales.com/ accessed 10-07-19


https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmhaff/26/2605.htm#_idTextAnchor011
https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/prostitution
https://www.south-wales.police.uk/en/newsroom/operation-jaeger-tackling-sex-work-in-swansea-city-centre/
https://www.south-wales.police.uk/en/newsroom/operation-jaeger-tackling-sex-work-in-swansea-city-centre/
https://www.themercury.com.au/news/opinion/talking-point-we-would-best-be-freed-from-the-scourge-of-sex-work/news-story/10114e336a5ec69ea0d50eba08520c08
https://www.themercury.com.au/news/opinion/talking-point-we-would-best-be-freed-from-the-scourge-of-sex-work/news-story/10114e336a5ec69ea0d50eba08520c08
https://whel-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=TN_sage_s10_1177_1057567713485963&context=PC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en_US&search_scope=CSCOP_EVERYTHING&adaptor=primo_central_multiple_fe&tab=tab1&query=any,contains,prostitution%20and%20sex%20work%20in%20wales&facet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed&offset=0
http://www.uknswp.org/resources/




