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The Key Theories of Crime Prevention 

Summary 
There are numerous theories relating to crime prevention and some of the theories have been used by the criminal justice system. The reports from previous studies have shown over the past few years the crime rates have gone down due to all these new techniques used by the criminal justice system. Some of the theories are the early intervention which includes teaching young children at a younger age and preventing them from reoffending. This technique has proven to be a successful technique because the teaching at a younger age led those children to have successful adulthood with no criminal records and 69% reduction in violent offences since 1995 (Kennedy, 2008). Secondly, situational crime prevention focuses on the setting where crime occurs and aims to increase the risks of getting caught and getting severe punishment. This means increasing the risk of an offence will reduce the reward of offence committed. Therefore, the fear of getting caught will stop people from offending or reoffending (Clarke, 1995). Community-based crimes focuses on the crimes that affect the community. In order to reduce the crime rates within the neighbourhoods the communities can now help themselves by applying CCTV cameras around the neighbourhoods and ensuring they have security guards to be more cautious (Bolton, 2006). 

Introduction
in order to reduce crime occurring there are theories that developed over the years to prevent crimes. Crime prevention aims to reduce the risk of crimes and prevent harmful actions that could affect societies by finding the cause of it to reduce crimes. As well as increasing safety and security within communities for the civilians to feel safe. The National Crime Prevention Programme (2016-2020) was introduced to improve local crime prevention and promote people within society to take part in local activities where everyone is welcome to participate (2022a). Crime prevention was introduced by the National Council for Crime Prevention, under the support of the Ministry of Justice. The aim of the report is to evaluate the key theories of crime prevention and how they are utilised in practice to improve crime prevention (2022a). As well as the aim of this report is to show how there are methods that could be used to reduce reoccurring crimes. Some of the key theories are early Intervention, situational crime prevention, community prevention, developmental prevention, criminal justice prevention, and deterrence.

Discussion
There are six key theories that are utilised in their own ways to assist crime prevention and each theory is implemented in practice in varying ways. To understand the processes involved in each theory and how they play a role in crime prevention in practice, an evaluation of those theories will need to be discussed further. Some of the theories are early intervention, situational crime prevention, community prevention, developmental prevention, criminal justice prevention, and deterrence.


Early Intervention 
The early intervention aims to give young offenders extra support, help, and guidance. The support for a young offenders can potentially be given through police, social services, care homes, schools, employment, crime prevention activities such as the National Crime Prevention Programme, and other services to retain them away from committing offences again. One of the main reasons why young offenders would need extra help because young people are at higher risk of reoffending again (Case, 2006). By supporting young adults to cope with serious difficulties in a positive way. The restorative approach helps young people to avoid contact with the criminal justice system. This approach will help to improvise their life and reduce crime rates. The restorative approach aims to solve conflict and prevent harm which leads to reducing crimes (Beven et al., 2005). This approach ensures that situation or conflict matters are dealt in a positive way without violence or the help of police. This approach also gives young people the knowledge to understand the feelings of others and be able to communicate without any conflict(Beven et al., 2005). As well as this approach helps young people to deal with matters and react to challenging situations more maturely. The restorative approach can have a positive impact on young people’s lives as these skills can be used in adulthood life. An example of restorative justice used in a real-life event would be in a case of bullying in school (Morrison, 2002). This could be resolved using a restorative approach, where the predator and the victim come face to face. This can involve the victim telling the predator how it feels about getting bullied and the emotion they go through at the time. Using this approach allows the predator to have sympathy towards the victim and understand how it feels to be bullied. 
One of the key strengths of this approach is that it has 14% reduction rate of reoffending, 85% of the victim were satisfied meeting the offenders face to face (2022b).  The main weakness of this approach is that the offender may not cooperate with the victim therefore this approach may not always be useful (Choi et al., 2012). 


Situational Crime Prevention
[bookmark: _Hlk102752595]Situational crime prevention concentrates on the setting when and where crime occurs. The aim of situational crime prevention is to diminish opportunities for certain types of crime by increasing the associated risks and difficulties and reducing the reward (Clarke, 1995). Methods like Rational choice theory and Routine activities theory have been introduced to tackle specific crime problems. 
Rational Choice Theory has been introduced by Felson and Clarke 1998, this theory shows that individuals freely choose to commit a crime because there are higher rewards for committing the specific act whereas the risk of getting caught is low (2022c). According to the rational choice theory individual should be held responsible for their own action as they make rational choices to commit those crimes. For example, if an individual was to steal a car, they will consciously analyse the risk of getting caught and the punishment they’ll get which is 5 days in jail against the value gained stealing the car. Therefore, they would make the rational decision to steal the car as maximising the pleasure outweighs the risk of getting jailed for 5 days (Beaudry-Cyr and Jennings, 2014).
[bookmark: _Hlk102691882][bookmark: _Hlk102695149]The routine activities theory was introduced by Cohen and Felson in 1979 (2022c) this theory highlights that when crime occurs there are three elements. Which is a motivated offender, a suitable target and lastly, the absence of a capable guidance (2022c). capable guidance is known as the security guards or the police officers.
The importance of situational crime prevention is that it intends to increase the risk and decrease the reward, therefore, by doing this will prevent crimes because offenders wouldn’t risk being caught for a minimise reward (2022c) . This will lead higher risk outweighing minimise rewards. Also, by minimising suitable targets or adding more capable guardians can help to prevent crimes. Cornish and Clarke 2003 created 25 techniques of situational crime prevention to reduce crime. The 25 techniques were split into five different types of groups: increasing the effort, increasing the risk, reducing the rewards, reducing provocations, and lastly removing excuses (2022c).

Community Prevention
[bookmark: _Hlk102753327]Community-based crime prevention usually involves changes in social conditions to reduce crimes in residential neighbourhoods and local communities (Hope, 1995).  community-based crime prevention activity usually involves the residents joining a scheme to reduce the risk of property damage, drugs and other types of criminal damage in the neighbourhood (Bolton, 2006). This scheme first came out in Cheshire in 1982. This scheme was seen to be a good idea as the public now can help themselves, also seen as cheaper than recruiting more police (Bolton, 2006). Which involves property marking, reporting suspicious activity, and improving home security. The importance of community prevention is allowing the communities to help themselves this can be done by having CCTV cameras outside the building as well as inside this allows them to keep an eye on anyone and any criminal activities that happens around the area. 

Developmental prevention
Developmental crime prevention concentrates on the early intervention that are used to reduce crimes (Paternoster, 2012). Developmental prevention aims to focus on children with antisocial behaviour mainly because there are three important risk factors for children which are socially disruptive, cognitive deficits, and poor parenting which leads them to commit crime (Tremblay and Craig, 1995). Therefore, developmental crime prevention focuses on the early intervention such as programs, activities, and education to give these children the knowledge and understanding of what’s right and what’s wrong (Paternoster, 2012). It also includes parenting programmes, school enrichment initiatives like skills training, pre-school regimes, and improvements in transition to school arrangements (Welsh, 2012). Strengthening neighbourhoods helps prevent crime. The importance of developmental prevention is to reduce crime at the young age and help to educate those children has the likelihood to commit crime (Welsh, 2012). if these children can be helped at a young age to stop reoffending and reoccurrence of the crime. It will help to reduce crime rates, less victims suffering and potentially these children will have a better life for their adulthood (Welsh, 2012).

Deterrence in Criminal Justice
Deterrence means punishing offenders for the criminal offence they committed. The aim of this theory is by threating the offenders of punished will deter people from offending. Therefore, this will reduce the likelihood of anyone committing criminal act and the level of offending in the community (Kennedy, 2008). Deterrence allows the legal system to have control over all the criminal activities because the risk of getting caught and being punished will lead people to stop offending or reoffending again. To discourage crime the criminal justice has split deterrence into two categories, the specific deterrence where offenders get punishment for his own wrongdoing and the general deterrence focuses on the public (Tilley, 2013). The importance of deterrence is that the criminal justice systems ensures that offenders get punished based on the level of criminal act or the seriousness of the crime. 

Conclusion

Overall, considering all the benefits and the weakness, these methods have proven to be effective as over the past few years the crime rates have dropped tremendously. For example, the early intervention has proven to be an effective method to help reduce crime rates which involves teaching knowledge and understanding to younger children. With the help of this intervention crime rate has reduced by 69% since 1995 (Kennedy, 2008). There are more benefits of these methodology than the disadvantages and some of these methods have proven to be helpful in the communities. For example, one of the following report states that the surveillances cameras has helped over 4,500 crimes over the four years (Kille, 2014). This clearly shows that the use of camera has helped the criminal justice system a lot as it makes the role of police easier. Also, deterrence has proven to be the most successful idea because it creates fear of getting caught and being punished. For example, if a person was to commit an offence of theft, under the Theft Act 1986 they’ll get a sentence of seven years imprisonment or a court fine with six months’ imprisonment (CPS, 2019).
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