Good morning, thanks for the opportunity given in contributing to this multi-agency discussion. As an Independent Domestic Advocate (IDVA), my primary role is to ensure that domestic abuse is recognized as a child safeguarding issue, not only an adult safeguarding issue, not only an adult safeguarding concern (NSPCC, 2023; HM Government, 2018). My profession is to advocate for a child-centered trauma-informed safeguarding response.
In Theo’s case, with all evidence, it demonstrates high vulnerability due to age and dependency. Evidence of chronic domestic abuse, parental substance misuse, mental health difficulties, and professional avoidance patterns, all of which significantly increase the level of risk to a non-verbal infant.  Research shows that babies under the age of one have the highest risk of fatal abuse particularly in families where domestic violence is present (Brandon et al; 2020).

IMPACT OF DOMESTIC ABUSE ON CHILDREN
Domestic abuse has a significant impact and long-term effects on children’s emotional and physical development.  Domestic abuse is recognized in law even when the child is not directly assaulted, witnessing living in an environment of violence is considered a form of harm (Domestic Abuse Act, 2021; NSPCC, 2023). Infants rely on safe, consistent caregiving for healthy development treatment. In this case, Theo was exposed to domestic abuse, emotional and physical. 

RISK ASSESSMENT POSITION – DASH risk checklist
Domestic abuse between adults 
Substance misuse like cannabis, 
Mental health concern with the adults, particularly the mother.
Concealed pregnancy (concealed pregnancy is a recognized safeguarding concern, and it is often associated with fear, stigma and restricted to healthcare (NHS England, 2022; Wessel and Endrikat,2020). 
Avoidance of professionals, lack of persistence within proffesionals.
