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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 

There is specific legislation in Wales that The Welsh Government has whilst still working within the UK legislation. The Children Act 1989, 2004: the Human Rights Act 1998; Equality Act 2010 to protect and safeguard children.  For children safeguarding referral come under Part 5 of the Children Act 1989, 2004, Section 47 (b) where a local authority has a duty to investigate if there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child in the area or is found in the area is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm.  Within Wales the All-Wales Safeguarding Procedure was introduced in 2022, this was a revised version from the All-Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008, this informs local and regional practice for safeguarding children, this is underpinned by the Social Services Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) Part 7 Section 130 (4) where there is a duty to report a child at risk.  This section defines ‘a child at risk’ who:
(a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm, and
(b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs).  (Welsh Government 2017).
When a referral is received with safeguarding concerns it may identify many signs of harm or risk, from sexual, physical, neglect domestic violence/abuse at home, emotional and psychological abuse of children.  Children may have physical evidence of bruising or marks, they may be unkempt, they maybe be withdrawn, intentionally self-harming or have overly aggressive, inappropriate, or sexualised behaviours. When a referral is received an initial assessment is carried out and this should be completed within 7 working days.  An initial assessment can draw together information gathered from the child, school, family, police, health care professionals, and any other agencies involved with the child.  Where possible children must be seen and spoken to alone, ensuring to an extent that the child is and feels safe.  The initial assessment can then determine if a strategy meeting under the Child Protection Section 47 with a child classed as at risk or a child in need.  
Following this it would lead to a further assessment to work with and support the child/children and family, to identify any risks, difficulties, discuss their wishes and feelings, strengths, and protective factors.  From the information gathered from the assessment, the discussion with the child and family this will identify the nature and the level of care and support that they may have or need. Following this a care and support plan is undertaken to meet the identified needs and outcomes, the care and support plan will also include the local authorities needs they feel necessary to meet, to ensure the child is protected from abuse or neglect or risk of abuse and neglect.  Where it is possible children and families can often by supported by early intervention and prevention services and/or third sector agencies.  Once this support is established and meet the needs of the children and family, they may not have the need for further support from social services.  However, in some cases early intervention and prevention is not the appropriate support following an assessment and more formal court proceedings are needed to protect the child, where the child is identified at risk.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In Wales Safeguarding Adults and Children come under the same legal framework although there are some differences.  The legal framework for adults and children is underpinned by the Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) Part 7.  All Wales Safeguarding Procedures that were introduced in 2022 is a guided legislation for children under the Act, this informs local and regional practice for safeguarding children.  Children Act 1989/2004 Part 5 protection of children, section 47 is a legal framework to safeguard children.  An adult at risk would come under the same legislation as a duty to report as part of the SSWBA Act, Part 7 Section 126 (2) of the 2014 Act.
There can be differences in regard for safeguarding for children and adults.  There can be conflicts with adults with complex issues regarding safeguarding, an adult on some occasions may be deemed to not have capacity and an additional assessment would need to be undertaken to determine the adults’ level of understanding, such as a Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA, 2005), or a Mental Health Act 1983/2005 (MHA, 1983/2005) assessment, this would support a best interest assessment.   Adults who are considered to have capacity can often be reluctant to admit that they are potentially at risk, as they are allowed to make unwise decisions or take risks.  Some vulnerable adults for instance have been subjected to financial abuse by their family or people they have trusted, they are very often reluctant to commence criminal proceedings. When assessed adults may choose not to engage in any support by social services, even though they have been identified as potentially at risk from family members, neighbours, professionals, or any other concerned others. With Children there maybe conflict with the rights of the parent versus the child under The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 8, regarding respect for family life, Article 3 where the best interest of the child is priority, and Article 4 where they can make sure every child can enjoy their rights by creating systems and passing law to protect them. 
Safeguarding of adults and children is working with the individuals and looking at their needs and outcomes and how these can be achieved.   Since devolution in Wales, the Welsh Government have introduced legislation specific to Wales, while still working within UK legislation.  When the SSWBA 2014 was introduced, this provided a stronger, more effective partnership and organisational approach to safeguarding, with the principle that safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility to ensure individuals are protected from abuse (Welsh Government, 2017).  
425 words
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