Monastic Wales
This essay is about Monastic Wales and how the Orders they followed were conducted. In this particular essay, it will be about Cwmhir Abbey in Llanidloes, and which Order they followed. It will also go into the significance of this Abbey’s location and important recorded events in Cwmhir Abbey’s history. The main reason behind choosing this specific Abbey in Powys was because it has some very good primary sources from when it was still standing. Another reason is because Cwmhir Abbey is just on the edge of Wales before it enters into Shropshire which shows how spread out Monastic Wales Abbeys, were presented.
Cwmhir Abbey was under the Cistercian Order. The understanding of the word Order means that the Order in which the Abbey was under has certain rules that it must adhere to. The Cistercian movement was co-founded by Abbot Robert of Molesme and a group of other monks who wanted to bring back the simplicity of Orders for Monasteries in Wales. The Order itself was founded in around 1098 and was named after the original place of establishment at Citeaux or in the Latin Cistercium.[footnoteRef:1] It is quoted that; ‘They sought to return to the basic precepts of the Rule of St Benedict and made manual labour once more an integral part of their day’.[footnoteRef:2] This implies that Abbot Robert of Molesme wanted to continue the basic practices which had been in place before the other Orders were introduced, which is possibly why the Cistercian movement began and was strongly followed in Cwmhir Abbey. [1:  Britanica, ‘Cistercians’, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cistercians  [Accessed 24th September 2019].]  [2:  Monastic Wales, ‘Cistercians’, http://www.monasticwales.org/order/1 [Accessed 24th September 2019].] 

The Cwmhir Abbey was founded in 1176 by Cadwallon ap Madog. It was previously stated that Cwmhir Abbey was founded in 1144 by Maredudd, but this has since been debunked as there is not enough evidence to support the moving of the monastic sites.[footnoteRef:3] In Medieval Welsh naming tradition, the use of the word ‘ap’ or ‘ab’ means ‘son of’, just as ‘verch’ means ‘daughter of’. Cadwallon ap Madog was the son of Madog ap Idnerth and Rhanallt verch Gruffudd.[footnoteRef:4] He was the husband of Efa verch Maredudd, with whom he fathered Maelgwn ap Cadwallon and Cadwallon II ap Cadwallon.[footnoteRef:5] From Cadwallon’s parents he had many siblings, some of which are Hywel ap Madog, Gruffudd Fele ap Madog, Adda ap Madog, Einion Clud ap Madog and Maredudd ap Madog.[footnoteRef:6] [3:  ibid., Monastic Wales.]  [4:  Geni, ‘Cadwallon ap Madog’, https://www.geni.com/people/Cadwallon-ap-Madog/6000000006906186065 [Accessed 26th September 2019].]  [5:  ibid., Geni.]  [6:  ibid., Geni.] 

Unfortunately, there is little to no evidence as to why the abbey was founded when and where it was. What little there is, is that there was reportedly a previous attempt to find an abbey approximately 1 mile away, as a daughter house to Whitland Abbey. This was possibly at the site of Ty Faenor, though there are no visible remains at this site.[footnoteRef:7] When the abbey was founded it was not very wealthy at all and there is also primary evidence that the abbey existed because there is a poll tax form that historians still have to this day to prove the evidence of the existence of Cwmhir Abbey. This piece of evidence was documented in 1381.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Castles Wales, ‘Abbey Cwmhir’, http://www.castlewales.com/cwmhir.html [Accessed 26th September 2019]]  [8:  London, The National Archives, E, E179/21/8?] 


Cwmhir Abbey was on the Welsh borders in which the remains still stand. There are no official details about the significance of the why Cwmhir Abbey was built on the location it is within the area of Powys. 

There have been three major events in Cwmhir Abbey’s history, this includes when the Abbey was founded in 1176 by Cadwallon ap Madog.[footnoteRef:9] This was the date it had officially been founded as previously it had been claimed that the Abbey was founded in 1144 by Maredudd but there is not any sufficient evidence to support this. Another major event that happened in Cwmhir Abbey’s history was when the daughter house at Cymer was founded in 1198-1199.[footnoteRef:10] This was a significant event for the Abbey because it had been said that this event may have driven quite a few of the monks to this abbey rather than staying at Cwmhir Abbey. The last major event that Cwmhir Abbey suffered was in 1537.[footnoteRef:11] The abbey suffered dissolution. It was recorded that the abbey was suppressed on March the 2nd 1537 and at the time that this happened there were only three monks. This happened because the site had been leased to a man called William Turner and also passed to Sir John Williams of Oxfordshire.[footnoteRef:12] Eventually in 1644 the site had been taken over by Royalists.[footnoteRef:13] [9:  Monastic Wales, ‘1176: Foundation’, http://www.monasticwales.org/event/115 [Accessed 28th September 2019].]  [10:  Monastic Wales, ‘1198-1199: Daughter-house founded’, http://www.monasticwales.org/event/656 [Accessed 28th September 2019].]  [11:  Monastic Wales, ‘1537: Dissolution’, http://www.monasticwales.org/event/116 [Accessed 28th September 2019].]  [12:  Castles Wales, ‘Abbey Cwmhir’.]  [13:  Monastic Wales, ‘1537: Dissolution’.] 


To conclude this essay, the abbey at Cwmhir was founded in 1176 by Cadwallon ap Madog, rather than previous thoughts that the abbey had been founded in 1144 by Maredudd. The abbey itself was founded under the Cistercian Order of monks, some 78 years after the original Orders founding. The first monks at the site of Cwmhir Abbey were those of Whitland Abbey. Unfortunately, there are no surviving records that would indicate as to why the abbey was founded when and where it was. Again, unfortunately there does not seem to be any physical significance for the location of the abbey or its time of founding. Whilst there are plenty of events at the abbey during its lifetime, however there would only appear to be three main events. The first of which is the initial founding of the abbey. The second of which was when the daughter house to Cwmhir Abbey was founded in 1198-1199 at Cymer. The last of these three main events is the dissolution of the abbey during the reign of Henry VIII in 1537. 

There may yet be further information available about the abbey that is undiscovered due to its seemingly close links to Whitland Abbey, that being its original monks were from this abbey and that there appears to have been connections with Whitland Abbey throughout the lifetime of Cwmhir Abbey.
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