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The crown prosecution service is the main prosecution authority in England and Wales. Its primary role is to handle criminal prosecutions on behalf of the state.
The main responsibility of the crown prosecution service is to prosecute criminal cases brought before the courts. This includes a wide range of offences like shoplifting to more serious crimes such as murder and sexual assault, the crown prosecution services is an independent body of the authority but work closely with the police during the investigation stage of criminal cases. After the police have conducted their investigations, they submit the evidence they have gathered to the crown prosecutor services. The CPS then reviews the evidence to determine whether there is enough evidence to bring a case to court. The Guardian Law Section [2023]. Has mention couple of cases that the CPS has dealt with and henceforth.
The CPS makes charging decisions based on the evidence provided by the police. They assess whether there is a realistic prospect of conviction and whether it is in the public interest, then they  authorise charges against the suspect. Once charges are authorised, the CPS is responsible for preparing the case for court. This involves gathering evidence, interviewing witnesses and working with the legal team to build a strong prosecution case. The CPS lawyers represent the state’s interest in court. They represent the prosecution’s case, question witnesses and make legal arguments to support the charges against the defendant. As it has been further explain about the role of the crown prosecution services [2022].
In some cases, the CPS may engage in plea bargaining, which involves negotiating with the defendant or their legal representative to secure a guilty plea to a lesser charge. This is done to avoid a lengthy trial and secure a conviction.
The CPS also works to support victims and witnesses throughout the criminal justice process. They provide information about court proceedings, offer support services and help victims and witnesses feel more confident during their involve in the case.  CPS [2022], victim guide explains all about the victims support. 
The CPS is responsible for upholding the rule of law by ensuring that those who break the law are brought to justice. It’s the primary prosecution authority in the country and plays a critical role in maintaining public order and safety.BBC News law section [2023].Many criminals have been taken off the streets due to the work of the CPS. Who make sure that these dangerous criminals are convicted for their crimes.
The crown prosecutor service is committed in conducting fair and impartial prosecutions. Its decision to charge individuals are based on the evidence presented and the public interest rather than political biases or political considerations.
The CPS operates independently from the police and government. The independence is vital to make sure that decisions to prosecute are made without any govern siding.
By prosecuting offenders and securing the convictions, the CPS helps deter potential criminals and contributors to reducing crime rates. The fear of facing legal consequences serve as a deterrent for some individuals accountable for their actions. Through its work, it helps create a sense of justice and ensures that victims’ rights are upheld.
The CPS places significant emphasis in supporting and safeguarding victims and witnesses to come and cooperate with the authorities, leading to more effective prosecution.
The CPS plays a crucial role in determining which cases are brought to court. This also helps allocate limited judicial resources effectively, ensuring that serious cases and those with a high likelihood of conviction are prioritised.
The CPS works to ensure that cases are prosecuted efficiently, avoiding unnecessary delays and costs. This contributes the overall efficiency of the criminal justice system.
The CPS is committed to upholding human rights standard during prosecutions ensuring that defendants are treated early and their rights are respected. The CPS employs skilled and experienced lawyers who are well versed in the criminal law. Their expertise ensures that prosecutions are conducted professionally and in accordance with legal principles.
The CPS is a non government department. It operates independently of government ministers. It is headed by the director of public prosecution (DPP) who is the principal legal advisor to the government but acts independently in making the CPS exercises prosecutorial, allowing it to determine whether or not to charge a suspect based on the evidence and the public interest. Prosecutors evaluate each case on its merits without interference from external parties. 
The CPS operates within a well defined legal framework, including the code for crown prosecutors. This code sets out the principles that prosecutors must follow such as whether there is sufficient evidence to provide a realistic prospect of conviction and whether a prosecution is in the public interest.
While the CPS operates independently, it is not entirely immune to oversight. The attorney general who is a member of the government has certain powers over the CPS, such as the ability to intervene in specific cases. However such intervention is rare and is expected to occur only in the exceptional circumstances.
The CPS provides regular resorts on its performance, decision making processes and outcomes. This transparency helps ensure accountability and public scrutiny. 
The CPS handles prosecutions based on the evidence and legal principles rather than political considerations. Political interference in individual cases is not tolerated and any such attempts would be widely criticised.
The CPS strives to maintain independence, there may be practical challenges, for example budgetary contains or policy charges can indirectly impact the CPS operations.
The Crown Prosecution Services in England and Wales use test when making charging decision which is called the “Full Code Test”. The test is set out in the code for Crown Prosecutors, which provide guidance to prosecutors on how to handle cases and make decisions on whether to charge suspects.
The Full Code Test consists of two stages which are evidential stage and the Public interest stage. The evidential stage is when the prosecutor must consider whether there is sufficient evidence to provide a realistic and strong prospect of conviction. In other words the prosecutor assesses whether there is enough evidence to bring the case to court and whether it is more likely than not that a conviction could be secured based on the evidence available. If the evidential stage is met then the prosecutor proceeds to the second stage, where they consider whether it is in the public interest to prosecute the case. Public interest factors can vary depending on the specific circumstances of each case but generally includes factors such as the seriousness of the offence, the impact on the victim, the defendant’s age and culpability and any relevant mitigation or aggravating circumstances. Both stages of the Full Code Test must be satisfied for the CPS to proceed with a criminal prosecution. If either the evidential stage or the public interest stage is not met, the CPS may decide not to proceed with the charges.
The Full Code Test is designed to ensure that charging decisions are made fairly, impartially and in accordance with the rule of law. It helps safeguard against unfounded or politically motivated prosecutions and ensures that cases with a reasonable likelihood of success and a significant public interest are brought before the courts.
The key concepts related to the structure of the courts, criminal justice and the role of the police.
The court structure is hierarchical with different levels of courts handling various types of cases in England and Wales. The key level of courts are the Magistrates court, Crown court, Court of appeal and the Supreme Court. Judiciary [2023] explains how the courts are structured.
The magistrate courts are the lowest level of criminal courts. They handle the vast majority of criminal cases, including minor offences. Magistrates who are laypeople with legal training preside over these courts.
The crown court is a higher level court that deals with more serious criminal offences such as murder, rape and a large scale fraud. These cases are heard before a judge and jury and the crown court has the authority to impose more severe sentences than the magistrate’s courts. Crown court [2023], has explained the structure of the court.
The court of appeal is the next level where cases can be appealed after a trial in the crown court or the high court. It reviews the decisions made in lower courts and considers whether there were errors of law or procedure that warrant a retrial or a different outcome. Judiciary [2023], has illustrated the job of the court of appeal.
The Supreme Court is the highest court is the highest court in the United Kingdom. It primarily deals with complex legal issues and the court of the last resort and only hears cases of great public or local importance. Supreme Court [2023], has given details of how the court makes decision.
The criminal justice refers to the institutions and the system of practices designed to uphold social control, deter criminal behaviour and ensure fair treatment of individuals accused of committing crimes. The components of the criminal justice system include law enforcement, prosecution, courts and rehabilitation programmes.
The police are the crucial component of the criminal justice system. Their role and responsibilities include law enforcement which is the primary role of the police maintain public order, prevent and investigate crimes. The police are responsible for keeping the public safe and secure. They involve in building positive relation within the community. The police engage in proactive efforts to prevent crime such as conducting patrols and offering safety advice to the public. Common library [2021] illustrates the importance and the role the police play.
Understanding these keys concepts is vital for maintaining a fair and effective criminal justice system, which serves to protect society and uphold the rule of law.
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