Appendix 1

OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:26.09.22, Morning session Year 2 


	Where and When:  Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

[bookmark: _Int_CnAyT3a4][bookmark: _Int_N6frdVTU][bookmark: _Int_9Qbp1E5T][bookmark: _Int_EfmfOqbg]The incident took place Monday morning the children’s first lesson of the day. The children were gathered on the carpeted area for the introduction of their topic “rainforest”. This session was part of their language, literacy and communication. The task following on from the PowerPoint was a written task in whereby the children had to write a description of one of the forest animals that they found interesting.




	[bookmark: _Int_QskuBvK2]What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The children were sitting on the carpeted area in their ‘smart spots’ following on from registration. The teacher began to explain what they would be doing this lesson, she began a discussion with the children regarding the rainforest to try get the children to activate their prior knowledge about what they had learnt so far about the rainforest.
[bookmark: _Int_J9TMPWzv][bookmark: _Int_eh5senw6][bookmark: _Int_hLf2uohf]The teacher began to show the PowerPoint, it described the different layers of the rainforest and the animals living in each layer.

[bookmark: _Int_flKhp1Ya]The children were being encouraged to take an active role in their learning. They were reading the text along with the teacher when asked and were encouraged to ask questions regarding the different animals.

[bookmark: _Int_8N4YkjeR][bookmark: _Int_suZ5vvK3][bookmark: _Int_y91hUy9x] There was one child that stood out compared to the others. Their “smart spot” was by the class teacher’s chair. This became clear that the classroom teacher had made a conscious decision to place them close to her so that she was able to communicate with the child effectively. 

 Child x was struggling to sit still on the carpet, consequently when the children were being asked question by the teacher, child X was not able to contain their answer and proceeded to shouting out across the classroom. The class teacher did not react negatively towards child X. Child X was given a subtle, discreet reminder by the teacher what the class rules were on answering questions. Child X during this time was also fidgeting and playing with the material on the teachers char and picking a cut on their arm. Child X was struggling to keep their hands still. Majority of the children in the class kept their hands on their laps like the teacher had instructed.

 The class teacher proceeded to praise the other pupil for sitting nicely and answering correctly. Child X still proceeded to shout out answers the class teacher just placed her hand on child X head for them to know that she had heard them and to settle down.
After a few minutes child X put their hand up to answer the question, child X received praise on answering the question in the correct manner by raising their hand. 




	

Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

After discussion with the year two teacher, I later found out that child X had ADHD and that she understood that child X was not shouting out to be disobedient they just couldn’t help themselves.

The areas that I would explore would be Positive Reinforcement linked to B.F Skinner 
 In relation to the theory Operant Conditioning.
Looking into Bronfenbrenner’s theory.
Vygotsky the Zone of Proximal Development









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


This incident took place after the register ‘CaptainsCymrag’ had finished their task where the completed the day of the week, month, weather and emotion with the participation of the whole class. For child X might have found it hard to sit on the carpet for the 10 min prior to the lesson beginning to then have to sit for a further 15 might have been too much for them. The carpet could have been a distraction for the child. With his ADHD found it hard to have to stay in one place.

























Record 2
	Date and time, year group:
26.09.22, 1:00 Year 2

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

It was the first lesson after dinner time. Children had gathered on the carpet for registration before being put in their working groups for the afternoon’s tasks.

The teaching assistant was given a focus task to carry out, it was mathematics and numeracy. The teacher would then be carrying out a language and literacy and communication task, while the other working groups completed the tasks on the enhanced provision areas.

The incident that I observed took place in the group of children that were working with the teaching assistant to carry out a mathematics and numeracy worksheet.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teaching assistant had been given the task by the class teacher to carry out a math’s activity with a group of the children. The task for the children was linked to place value.
The worksheet had two columns; the columns had two different numbers that were no larger than a two-digit number. The children were asked to look at the two numbers and to colour the number that they believed to be the largest in the colour red.
When the had completed the first section there was another two columns with two different numbers but this time, they had to colour the smallest number in blue.

The teaching assistant introduced the activity by getting the children to look at the whiteboard as she was writing two different two-digit numbers e.g., 22 and 12. The children then raised their hand to answer the question. Majority or the group were boys and two girls. They were quite lively after dinner play and were easily distracted. Some children seemed quite confused by what was being asked of them. This resulted in them messing about and talking to each other.
Teaching assistant tried to engage the children by reminding them to listen and pay attention and reminding them off the class rules.

When the children were given the worksheet to complete several of the children coloured both numbers in red not identifying which was the largest. The teaching assistant further explained that they needed to choose the largest number and only colour one. I was asked if I could support 4 of the children, I decided to explain the task in real life term and that If I had 20 sweets and they had 12 would they be happy? They were quick to say no. I further questioned them, why would they not be happy with 12 sweets they said it wasn’t fair because I had more than them explained. So then made that link and with close supervision were able to answer the following questions.

The teaching assistant realised that the children were struggling with the concept.
One child was getting restless as they did not have a full understanding of the task. The teaching assistant at this point decided to ask the children to stop what they are doing. The teaching assistant then asked if child X was able to help her by giving out the whiteboards and pens to the other children. This was a conscious decision to stop them from being destructive and affecting the other children’s learning.
 
The TA tried a different approach to try and get the children to have a full understanding of the task. The children were instructed to put a number 3 on their whiteboard followed by 5 This was not clear to the children, and they put the two numbers together making the number 35. The teaching assistant and I explained that they needed to leave a space between the two numbers. 
The children were then asked what number came after 3, after 5 and before 3.
A few different numbers were given for the children to carry out this task. The children after a few attempts and demonstrations started to understand the concept of the value of numbers.

Even though the task did not go to plan, the children were starting to understand the concept of place value. Child X had previously asked to use the number fans, as a reward she asked child x to go and get them so they can carry out another activity. The children were instructed to make a two-digit number and show it to the other children to read, if the number was read correctly then another child would be chosen to make a larger or smaller number than the previous number.











	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Maybe Dense or Numicorn could have been as a visual aid and for the children to have seen the value of the numbers. Having a more hands on approach could have been more beneficial to the children. Could the group have been split into two so that the children would have been able to receive more support from the teaching assistant, as this was a group that needed more support than others.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

It was a busy classroom with all the children on task. Was it an independent task or could it have been carried out as a group to gain a better understanding. The maths task was carried out straight after dinner, were the children ready to learn. 














Record 3
	Date and time, year group:
27.09.22

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

First thing on a Tuesday morning. On the carpet area during the morning routine and choosing the ‘Captain Cymraeg’ Language literacy and communication.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

After the teacher had completed the class register and the dinner register, the teacher chooses two children to become the ‘Captain Cymraeg’ for the day.

Becoming ‘Captain Cymraeg’ meant that the children would take an active role in their learning. They would come to the front of the class and complete the PowerPoint, which included the day, date and season, the weather and how the children were feeling. All this information was completed Welsh, the ‘Captain Cymraeg’ were encouraged to take the role as the teacher and to ask and support the other children to answer and fill in the information correctly. The children had the Welsh words relating to each topic and had to choose the correct one for the day. The children loved the responsibility and the independence of completing this task. 

The children that were chosen had capes and a mask to wear as they were completing their role for the morning. It was lovely to see the children enjoying wearing these costumes as it made them feel special. They felt great pride in being able to carry out this role and it was fantastic for the children wellbeing.
 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Donaldson four areas of development and the Professional Strands for Teaching and Learning.
As they encourage the children to take and independent approach in their learning, and the use of Welsh language is of the utmost importance in the curriculum. Could look at the effect of praise from the children and how it affects the children wellbeing.









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)



It was first thing in the morning, all children were sitting on the carpeted are of the classroom.
Children understood the routine of the classroom and had clear directions and support from the class teacher when needed.










