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What are the risks of ineffective engagement between police and local communities, and how might poor engagement affect community cohesion? (2000 words) 

A fundamental element of policing has always been the relationship between the police and the local communities this was highlighted by Sir Robert Peel when he created the foundation of modern policing in the early 1800’s in which he highlighted the focus on the police building a relationship with the public (Barfield, 2018).  Peel stated that the ‘police are the public and the public are the police’ creating the principle of policing by consent which requires effective and ethical engagement between the police and the community, and the force be a reflection of the communities they serve (Gold, 2022). A good relationship is important as it plays a pivotal role in ensuring public safety and maintaining the peace. If this relationship falters and the bond between the police and the local community weakens, the consequences can be detrimental. This essay will explore the risks associated with ineffective engagement and how poor engagement has the ability to effect community cohesion. 
There is no specific definition for community cohesion however to achieve a good level of community cohesion Cantle (2001) states that “it is necessary to consider a broad range of issues including access to education, employment, poverty and social and cultural diversity”. Mandi (2023) discusses that community cohesion occurs “when people willingly work and cooperate despite the existing differences in their demeanour, culture and beliefs”. A cohesive community is one that has a strong connection across all members and cohesion is important as it eradicates social fractures and “results in long-term progression where people can live in an inclusive society with stable social policies” (Mandi, 2023).  A community can be defined as “A group of people with diverse characteristics who are linked by social ties, share common perspectives and engage in joint action in geographical location and settings” (Macqueen et al, 2011). Communities with good cohesion and resilience are less likely to experience crime and incidents of an anti-social nature (CLES, 2014). Police legitimacy is required for the police to be effective and efficient (HMICFRS, 2017). A legitimate police force encourages the community to co-operate with the police, this helps reduce crime by encouraging greater respect for the law and fosters an idea of social responsibility, making members of the community more likely to help and work alongside the police and not commit crime (HMICRFS, 2017).  
Poor engagement between the police and the community can affect community cohesion in a multitude of ways. In communities with poor police engagement, there is often a decline in cooperation between residents and police officers. Members of the community may be hesitant to assist or cooperate with police, making it harder to prevent and solve criminal investigations and put officers at a greater risk of verbal and physical assaults from community individuals (Harris, 2005). This lack of cooperation can compromise community safety. A review in 2007 highlighted that only 7% of the public would go to their local Police Authority if they had an issue with policing in their area (Home Office, 2010). Across the UK, deprived communities “are less likely to feel the police can be relied upon, or that they would be treated with fairness, respect and understanding” (Fraser, 2014).  
Historically, there have been many watershed events whereby the police have failed to effectively engage with deprived communities which has had a detrimental effect on communities. One instance this was highlighted in was the Britxon Riots of the early 1980’s. The unrest and confrontation started on 10th April 1981 after rumours started of police brutality against a black man and following an arrest the next day violence started in which mostly young black men fought with police, attacked buildings and set fire to cars over the span of three days (BBC, 2021). Modhin (2021) explains that these riots were caused by decades of tensions between the black community and the police being ignored.  Goldsmith (2005) explains that in communities with limited “policing by consent” there is more likely to be violent forms of policing tactics used causing further tensions between the police force and its community. This highlights the importance of police engaging with the community effectively as ineffective engagement can lead to violence that has a negative effect on both the community and the police force. 
A risk of communities not effectively being engaged with is the public lacking confidence and trust in the police. A 2020 survey conducted in England and Wales concluded that in that year public confidence had dropped to 55% compared to the 62% recorded in 2017 (Mynenko and Ditcham 2022). If the police are not trusted by their communities, they are unable to perform their jobs efficiently (Farrow, 2022). Jackson and Bradford (2009) state that a trustworthy police force is perceived by the general public as being effective, fair, having shared values and interests and having a strong commitment to the local community. The public having trust in the police force does not only relate to the ability of police officers to do their duties but includes the sense that police officers understand the communities they service and are able to treat the community fairly, with accurate information and allow for community members to voice the local problems they experience (Jackson and Bradford, 2009). Poorly handled encounters between the police and public can damage confidence in the force. Skogan (2006) states that a pre-existing idea an individual has towards the police shapes how their experience is interpreted and an encounter that does not meet expectation can further reinforce the negative views a person holds. 
A recent incident that was viewed by the public as being poorly handled and as a result had a negative impact on public confidence and trust in the police was the murder of Sarah Everard by a serving member of the Metropolitan Police and the police reaction at the vigil after her death. The murder of Sarah Everard raised questions regarding the culture inside policing, particularly the treatment of women. The demonstrations fighting against violence against women that followed shortly after Sarah Everard’s death also were deemed to be poorly handled by police in the eyes of members of the public. This had the biggest impact on women in the community. A survey conducted shortly after this event concluded that 47% of women surveyed reported a decline in their trust towards police (End Violence Against Women, 2021). Incidents involving police officers such as the murder of Sarah Everard by a serving police officer can impact community tension which affects cohesion. Other indicators of community tension are, deaths in police custody, hostility to police activity such as arrests and stop searches and anniversaries of significant events (College of Policing, 2020). In January 2021 Mohamud Hassan and in February 2021 Moyied Bashir passed away after involvement with their local police forces in Wales which resulted in their communities protesting against disproportionate use of force against Black people (Mellen, 2022). Joseph-Salisbury, Connelly and Wangari-Jones (2021) argue that the police are institutionally racist and are not addressing the needs of their communities. Their argument is that members of the community will feel safer if the police no longer hold powers and this is given to the local communities instead. 
College of Policing (2013) explains that community engagement is the process of enabling communities to participate in policing at a level of their choosing. One of the ways police forces optimise engagement within their community is through having a neighbourhood policing team. A key priority for the neighbourhood team is having a targeted visible presence and ensuring the engagement in the community is tailored to the needs and preferences in different communities (College of Policing, 2021). Initiated in 2003, the National Reassurance Policing Programme was designed to develop “a new style of reassurance policing” in which the public demand for increased visibility was taken into consideration into the delivery of policing communities (Innes, 2006). Tuffin, Morris and Poole (2006) evaluated the National Reassurance Policing Programme which concluded that the public felt they had confidence in the police and that the public noticed the increased foot patrols and the effort the police put into engagement in the communities. Overall stating that there is a successful approach to neighbourhood policing. To further enable the police to engage with the members of the community they serve, Section 34 (Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act, 2011) creates a legal requirement for chief officers to make arrangements of obtaining the views of members of the community regarding the crime and disorder locally and provide information about crime and policing efforts in the local area. Willis (2011) explains that this legal requirement is put into practice through beat meetings held regularly by officers and these meeting help build trust between the police and the members of the public. A key element of neighbourhood policing is the ability to problem solve in the community, which can only be achieved if the community has confidence in the police (Myhill and Quinton, 2010). The confidence cycle is the link between community engagement and the public having an increased confidence in the police. It allows for the community to willingly engage with the police and therefore benefits intelligence collection which is beneficial in shaping policing strategies in the community to reduce crime and improve safety (College of Policing, 2013). Intelligence-led policing is a proactive style of policing based around crime intelligence being at the forefront of policing (Burcher and Whelan, 2018). A community that is effectively engaging with the police are more likely to provide high quality local intelligence through the relationships that have been built (College of Policing, 2013). The importance of community engagement was highlighted in the London riots of 2011, whereby a mix-raced male was shot and killed in Tottenham and civil unrest ensued (Mcintyre, Duncan and Siddique, 2021). This incident highlighted the intelligence void created by a community that would not engage with the police. 
Kelling and Wilson (1982) defined the broken windows model of policing which focuses on how minor disorder can affect the development of more serious crime. The basis of this model is that one broken window becomes many and more serious criminal activity is more likely to affect the community as members are fearful and not as willing to regulate this behaviour through informal controls. The model states that disorderly behaviour causes people in the community to fear crime, although crime has not been committed. This highlights the importance of community engagement at all levels of policing and how neighbourhood policing can benefit community cohesion.
In conclusion, a community that feels like it’s being ineffectively engaged with by the local police force can have a negative impact that can lead to further crime and violence and the unwillingness of community members engaging with the police is detrimental to solving crime and local community issues. The evidence suggests that neighbourhood policing is best suited in engaging with the community and have been successful at this to date. A strong relationship between the police and the community they serve is beneficial to both parties, allowing the police to police by consent and the ability to listen to the needs of the community allows for a thriving community where crime and disorder can be dealt with efficiently. 
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To what extent do response officers have a role in counter-terrorism policing? (2000 words)

Terrorism in the United Kingdom has become more prominent in the last few years with multiple terrorist attacks happening the in the large cities. The threat to the UK from terrorism is currently substantial meaning a terrorist attack is likely (GOV.UK, 2022). Terrorism is not a new phenomenon, the UK has experienced domestic terror attacks as a result of troubles in Northern Ireland however in recent years the threat has come from radicalised individuals using a distorted version of the Islamic faith to justify violence (Home Office, 2006). This essay will explore the extent response officers have in counter-terrorism policing. 
Terrorism is defined as “the premeditated use or threat to use violence by individuals or groups to obtain a political or social objective through the intimidation of a large audience beyond that of the immediate victims” (Enders and Sandler, 2012). Areas of concern for terrorism in the UK come from, Irish terrorist groups such as the IRA, Jihadist terrorism and extremists from the Islamic State and far right groups such as The Base (Grinyer, 2021). There are seventy-six organisations currently proscribed alongside 14 organisations connected to Northern Ireland. An organisation being proscribed means it commits, participates in or encourages acts of terrorism (Home Office, 2019). 
McGarrell, Freilich and Chermak (2007) argue that intelligence-led policing can also be beneficial in the response to terrorism alongside it’s more well-known use for targeting traditional street crime as intelligence can be gathered from multiple sources such as community informants, surveillance cameras and prison officials which were all proved to be instrumental in the investigation following the London bombing in 2007. They state that going forward, the use of intelligence may be able to identify terrorist groups and allow for intervention before an attack. The responsibility of gathering intelligence lies with everyone inside the policing network (College of Policing, 2013). There is an argument that response officers who build relationships with the community they serve are able to tackle crime, including threats of terrorism. Straub (2020) states that community policing is vital to identifying those individuals who are planning to carry out acts of violence in the community and through the effective engagement with community members, policies and strategies have been implemented that have been successful to preventing crime, terrorism and targeted violence. Kelling and Bratton (2006) argue that local police play a vital role in targeting terrorist activity and that the idea of counter-terrorism prevention has to be a part of every day thinking to all officers. Through collecting intelligence about potential terrorist activity and being ready to respond to an attack, although rare events, should be an every day police practice. 
The UK Government in 2003 launched an anti-terrorism strategy called CONTEST, which is still in place today. The aim of CONSTEST is “to protect the community from the risk of international terrorism” (Wong, 2021). The aim of this strategy is to allow people to follow their daily routines and go about their lives freely. This strategy is in four parts: Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare. (Home Office, 2006). The idea behind the Prevent strand is to actively stop people from being supporting terrorism or becoming a terrorist through providing affected individuals support and disrupting the terrorist’s ability to promote their extreme ideology (Home Office, 2011). Persue focuses on stopping terrorist attacks by “detecting and investigating threats at the earliest possible stage, before it can endanger the public” (Home Office, 2013). Protecting the public from terrorism is another part of the strategy which includes multi-agency approach and involves training officers to be vigilant to suspicious behaviour (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023). A part of the protect strand was the launch of Project Servator in 2014, which involves a highly visible police presence and media campaigns with the aim to provide reassurance and to increase the resilience of the public in order to report suspicious activity (Aplin and Rogers, 2020). Officers who take part in Project Servator are specially trained to identify individuals who may potentially be planning or preparing to commit criminal activity. These include being able to identify signs a person may be planning hostile reconnaissance (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2022). Hostile reconnaissance is the purposeful surveillance of potential targets with the intention of planning an attack (O’Brien, 2008). The final part of the CONTEST strategy is Prepare, the aim of this is to allow emergency services to respond quickly and efficiently and ensure all emergency services, government departments and the military know their roles when responding to terrorist attacks (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023). The police have a role in all aspects of the CONSTEST strategy, particularly ‘Pursue’ and ‘Protection’ as the detection and investigation of crimes and protecting the public are core principles to the role of policing (Gregory, 2015)
It is important for response officers to be trained to a level of understanding regarding terrorism and what is expected from the Police as a service when responding to terrorist attacks. This is practiced through simulation exercises that replicate the real challenges when faced by the emergency services when responding to an incident which have proven to show a short-term confidence and knowledge in participants of their protocols and procedures (Lewis and Marsden, 2020). Response officers across Greater Manchester Police and British Transport Police in recent years responded to the Manchester Arena bombing in May 2017 at the finale of an Ariana Grande concert and being first on scene they had to be prepared to handle mass casualties, panic of the general public and an attending Greater Manchester Police Inspector, became bronze commander and declared a major incident (Lowe, 2020). Extreme violence from extremist groups such as Isis are not the only mass casualty incidents that are responded to by police. Violent incidents being committed by young men who self-identify as involuntary celibates (incels) are increasing with the ethos to repress a group and the actions they take aim to have far-reaching and lasting effects on society (Hoffman, Ware and Shapiro, 2020).  In 2021, Jack Davison murdered five people after arguing with his mother regarding his sexist and misogynistic beliefs, Davison subscribed to incel consent online and this culture played a role in his decisions to murder (Andrews and Ellis, 2022). Although incel violence in the UK is not currently classed as acts of terrorism, there is a current debate stating that incel culture holds radical views towards women and should therefore be defined as terrorism (Oppenheim, 2021). With instances such as these becoming more likely, It highlights the importance for response officers to be aware of the motive behind the violence, as it could be motivated by extremist views. 
Insider threat is a continuously evolving threat whereby terrorists are recruiting trusted people inside organisations to facilitate attacks (JCAT, 2020). Einwechter (2002) defines insider threat as “someone who is entrusted with authorised access, who instead of fulfilling assigned responsibilities, manipulates access to a system to exploit it”. Greitzer et al (2012) states that an insider threat happens when behaviours of an individual no longer aligns with the established company policies through malice or a disregard for the organisational security. In 2010, a British Airways employee, Rajib Karim, was discovered to have been in contact with al-Qaeda and worked alongside a notable terrorist. Karim joined British Airways with the conscious intention of using his position to plot terrorist attacks (Loffi and Wallace, 2014). It is important for police officers to be aware of the potential for an insider threat inside the police force due to the position of trust that officers hold that could lead to them being vulnerable through an influence of a loved one (Dearden, 2020). In March 2020, two police forces in the UK referred members of their own staff to Prevent (Grierson, 2020). Prevent is an early intervention programme that works with people at risk of radicalisation in order to divert people away from supporting terrorism. A referral can be submitted by any person who is concerned an individual may be susceptible to radicalisation. These are then handled by officers inside the local police force. (Home Office, 2023).  In the year ending March 2021, Prevent received 4,915 referrals of which police forces across England and Wales referred 1770 of those. The statistics from this year highlight that males aged between 15-20 were most often referred and 25%, of all referrals received were for concerns related to extreme right-wing radicalisation (Home Office, 2021)  
In order for terrorist groups to be successful they rely on criminal activity to sustain their activities and make improvements to their operational capabilities (Hutchinson and O’Malley, 2007). There is a rising concern to the close connection that international terrorism has with money laundering, illegal firearms trade, trafficking and illegal drug smuggling which is now believed to be the biggest income generator for terrorist organisations. (Shelley and Picarelli, 2002).  Hutchinson and O’Malley (2007) states that Al Qaeda have been known to manufacture fake credit cards and use credit cards illegally through credit card fraud and other terrorist organisations have used petty crime to fund their activities. This does not mean that all petty crime is funding terrorism but highlights that response officers should be aware of the link with terrorism when dealing with crimes on a day-to-day basis. 
The Security Service, commonly referred to as MI5 is the area of the government whose responsibility is it to protect the United Kingdom against threats to national security. The Office for Security and Counter-Terrorism co-ordinates the government’s response in the event of a terrorist incident (GOV.UK, 2012). The Security Service MI5 (2020) makes reference to the close relationship MI5 has with the police and how Special Branches have been formed in each UK force as the go to between the security service and the police. The joint collaboration has disrupted many planned acts of terrorism which was achieved through police knowledge and experience. The role an officer in the special branch includes working locally to prevent radicalisation, protecting the public, transport systems and key infrastructure from terrorist attacks and being prepared to co-ordinate an emergency services response during or after a terrorist related incident. The main part of the role however is gathering and developing intelligence on individuals that are of interest to national security (Home Office, 2012). Following the events of 9/11 in the United States the Terrorism Act 2000 came into effect which created new offences and gave police officers a power to stop and search and allow for an extension of detention without a charge (Longstaff and Graham, 2011). Police officers need to be aware of these available powers and use them effectively when required. 
In conclusion response officers have more involvement in responding to terrorism than appears at a first glance. Response officers are required to know and use their powers around terrorism and have an awareness of how terrorism is funded through criminal activity that they could be tasked to respond to on a daily basis. With response officers dealing with the public every day as a part of their role, it is important for officers to know the signs of radicalisation in individuals and act accordingly with referrals, such as the Prevent scheme, to safeguard the community they serve. Due to the privileged information available to police officers, it is also vital to be aware of insider threats a colleague might pose and report any behaviour that is a breach of ethics in order to protect those involved. 
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