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AIM(S) 
· To enhance the students understanding and skills of the application of research methodologies, and an ability to frame a research protocol. 
· To develop in the student the ability to report research results in written format to an academic and/or professional audience, and to further develop the student’s capacity for critical analysis and independent thought.
Prerequisites
The workshops are intended to enhance students’ knowledge and experience gained during the research methods module. This will help to address the requirements of independent research and to enhance their professional competencies necessary for this purpose. This will ensure that students will:
· have developed further their research, inquiry or investigation; 
· have identified the context, boundaries and stakeholder interests; 
· have considered research perspectives and ethical concerns and procedures;
· have considered research perspectives and ethical concerns and procedures; are informed about data collection and analysis and are in a position to successfully complete their research project.
Students will be given guidance in research methods workshops and, following the Research Protocol submission at the end of the stage 1, on the parameters of the specialist themes. Once the Research Protocol has been successfully presented for the formative assessment, the dissertation module provides the student with the necessary support and opportunity to produce a substantial specialist body of research (15,000 words) which has been instigated, developed and produced as a consequence of their own research initiative.
Only on the successful completion of Part 1 (all taught modules) and the research protocol, will the student be formally invited to submit a dissertation.
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
· Using the feedback on the proposal from the research module assessment. prepare a research/independent study protocol outlining how the proposal will be implemented, mapping the steps, activities and processes, required resources, time frames;
· Plan, manage and execute an in-depth research, inquiry or investigation with a business and/or management focus by applying the principles of research design to the formulation of a research question including, where appropriate, formal hypotheses that can be tested and the selection of appropriate research methods for answering these questions;
· Critically evaluate the appropriateness of qualitative/quantitative methods of data collection, in combination as necessary, to analyse, synthesise, interpret and present the resulting data and the applications of those methods by other researchers in other contexts; 
· Demonstrate the ability to conduct research under supervision in a Public Health and Social Care context including the ability to review published literature critically, show conceptual and theoretical understanding, identify research problems, use skills to promotion of digital health, manage systems and services in health and social care settings and other resources, handle data, interpret results and disseminate findings in a way that is consistent with professional public health and social care practice and normal principles of research ethics;
· Exhibit the analytical, numerical, literacy, communication and computer skills to enable critical research to be undertaken and be able to apply those transferable skills to develop research-based inquiry in future employment settings.
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 
· The importance of clear aims and objectives: an understanding of the complexity of policy and implementation in the field of health and social care and an in-depth application of relevant research skills to the chosen area of study.
· Exploring the literature, writing a literature review, reviewing published literature critically, showing conceptual and theoretical understanding, identifying research problems and questions.
· Choosing a research method, data collection and sampling, data analysis and interpreting results, reliability and validity of data, evidence-based approach; disseminating findings in a way that is consistent with professional public health and social care practice. Drawing valid conclusions and recommendations. Reflecting on the research process and outcomes and the learning experience.
TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGY
The dissertation module is an organic development from the Practice- Based Research module. The outcome of the research methods module is the research proposal, which will be developed further for the dissertation module.  Students will be given an opportunity to choose the type of the dissertation they would like to research. The University had its Research Ethics Committee to review the proposal and approve the research.
[bookmark: _Int_bQwBNuWe]Indicative content and requirements of the dissertation will be introduced at stage 1 by a intensive workshops to help students to develop further research methodology and think about the implementation. “Developing research competence and the research protocol” is designed to enhance research knowledge and competencies. At the end of stage 1, students will be expected to produce and present an initial research protocol prior to the commencement of the dissertation research. The formative assessment/feedback on the protocol will help students to iron out the details and prepare students for the data collection (of their primary and/or secondary research).
[bookmark: _Int_d4583Rse]In stage 2, students will be expected to manage their own learning and implement their own research programme of study over the dissertation period. The University also has a DigiCentre, which is a depository of digital resources for researchers, helping to develop their skills in various aspects of research, e.g., data collection or research questions designing techniques.
Students will be allocated a supervisor who will meet with each student on a regular basis in order to monitor research progress (this will be for a minimum 8 meetings).  The supervisors will be in the position to guide students and help with their specific topics and types of the research. Individually tailored guidelines and progress deadlines will be given to students at appropriate times in order to facilitate continued progress.
CLASS CONTACT
Stage 1: Developing research competence and the research proposal
Stage 2: The Dissertation
 
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	5%

	Independent learning
	570
	95%

	Placement learning
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	600
	100%


 
ASSESSMENT
1.  Assessment Component 1
	☐
	Written exam
	☒
	Coursework
	☐
	Practical


 
	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Formative Presentation of Research protocol 
 Summative assessment Dissertation
	 
 
15000 words 
	 

100%


 
Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	 

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	 

	TOTAL
	100%
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	Classification 
	Reading List entry 
	Electronic* 

	Essential 
	Guest, G. & Namey, E. (eds) (2015) Public Health Research Methods. London: Sage Publications.
	☒

	Essential 
	Walker, D. M. (2014). An Introduction to Health Services Research. London: Sage. 
	☒ 

	Essential 
	Aveyard, H. (2014) Doing a Literature Review in Health and Social Care: A Practical Guide 3 rd Ed. Maidenhead: Open University Press.
	☒
 

	Essential
	Rudestam, E. & Newton, R. (2015) Surviving Your Dissertation: A Comprehensive Guide to Content and Process. 4th ed. London: Sage
	 
☒ 

	Essential
	Hansen, E. (2020) Successful Qualitative Health Research New York: Routledge. 
	☒

	Essential
 
	Biggam, J (2008) Succeeding with Your Master's Dissertation: A Step-by-step Handbook. Open University Press
	☒
 

	Further 
	Gaw, A. (2011) Abstract expressions: A quick guide to writing effective abstracts for papers and conferences. Glasgow; SA Press
	☒

	Further 
	Johnstone, M. (Latest Ed.) Effective writing for health professionals a practical guide to getting published. London: Routledge.
	☒

	Further 
	Hart, C. (2005) Doing your Masters Dissertation: Realising Your Potential as a Social Scientist. London: Sage
	☒ 

	Further 
	Furseth, I. & Everett, L. (2013) Doing Your Master's Dissertation: From Start to Finish. London: Sage
	☒ 

	Further 
	Mack, N & Woodsong, C (2005) Qualitative Research Methods: A Data Collector’s Field Guide. USA: Family Health International  
	☒ 


 

 

