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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:



	Within this essay, I will look to discuss vulnerability and risk from a policing perspective whilst reflecting on a policing incident in which I have played a significant role. I will also discuss repeat victimisation and repeat offending and explore what works in tackling it. It is important to reflect upon learning, Norman and Williams (2017) argue that police officers should be more reflective in their approach to problem-solving, to meet new challenges.  

In policing, it is very important to have an understanding surrounding vulnerable people and those at risk of harm. Wiltshire Police (2018) states vulnerability should be understood, identified, and responded to effectively to protect vulnerable individuals from harm. The College of Policing (2023) defines vulnerability stating that “a person is vulnerable if as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of themselves or others from harm or exploitation”. Different factors could indicate that someone is vulnerable; repeat victimisation, family circumstances, personal circumstances, health, equality and diversity, and economic circumstances, some of these indicators will be discussed throughout this essay and highlighted within a policing incident that I have attended. The National Chief Police Council have identified that improvements needed to be made when dealing with vulnerable persons within the police, they have therefore developed a ‘National Vulnerability Action Plan’ which is said to be an “overarching action plan designed to be used in policing to support improvement and response plans across vulnerability” (Vulnerability knowledge & Practise Programme, 2023).

During this essay, I will be discussing an incident that I have attended whereby there was an abandoned 999 call to an address in which a female requested police, stating she had been assaulted by her partner, and ended the call.

 As soon as a call as such is passed, the control room would run the number through police systems to gather more information about the reporting person and look at past incidents in which they have rang police to build a bigger picture. For this incident, when checks have been conducted information was found that the reporting person was a repeat victim of domestic abuse by her partner. Surrey Police (2022) states that a repeat victim is “a victim who has been subjected to the same or similar offence two or more times within 12 months” however The Office of National Statistics (2012) states that “for certain crime types, such as violence in a domestic setting, the victim may suffer repeat victimisation with a frequency that is difficult to quantify over a 12-month period”. Unfortunately, evidence suggests that some people are at greater risk of crime than others, furthermore, once someone has become a victim, they are then at greater risk of re-victimisation (College of Policing, 2021).

In a review conducted by Loughborough University on Preventing Repeat Victimization (2012) it suggests that to reduce repeat victimisation then forces should be allocating crime prevention resources in an efficient and informed manner. Within Gwent Police, it is a force priority to support victims and protect the vulnerable and to also reduce public order offences and anti-social behaviour, and the number of people who repeatedly carry these out (Gwent Police, 2023). It is important for officers to take their force priorities into consideration when attending calls whereby a person is vulnerable and or a repeat victim so that, that officer can then be aware and put interventions in place to safeguard that victim to help reduce the risk of the same crime occurring again. When officers are to attend calls whereby a person is vulnerable and repeat victim, it is important that officers are to submit a Public Protection Notification (PPN) this will be further discussed within the essay however it is also important that officers discuss with victims ways that they can safeguard themselves to protect them from being a victim of a similar crime, for example, Roe (2009) found that houses with at least a basic level of security (window locks and dead bolt doors) were normally 10 times less likely to be burgled than those without. 

Those who/that experience repeat victimisation are very likely to be subject to the same crime by the same offender, also known as a repeat offending. Collins Dictionary (2023) defines a repeat offender as “someone who commits the same sort of crime more than once”. It is important to consider that a person may re-offend because of existing vulnerabilities. A person’s involvement in the Criminal Justice System (CJS) could stem from a person experience, whether this be trauma or other factors like exploitation, this could be victim or perpetrator. Northumbria University (2023) conducted a study into vulnerable victims and offenders, they found that “people who offend are the most vulnerable within society, experiencing a range of factors from homelessness, mental health, drug and alcohol addictions”. It is important to provide these offenders with the opportunity to reform and get help with any vulnerabilities that they may have. For example, a person who repeatedly offends by means of shoplifting may be doing so to help fund a habit whether this be for alcohol or drugs.  It is important that these offenders receive the support to help reform. Within custody, offenders are given the opportunity to speak with a drug and alcohol support worker however when not in custody PPNs can be submitted for offenders also. This gives the opportunity for different external agencies to reach out to the offender and offer support however the offender will need to be willing to engage with this help, these will be discussed further into the essay.

As a police constable it is important to be aware of repeat offending and victimisation when attending domestic incidents. This is reflected within the 999 abandoned call to police and how external agencies take different approaches in safeguarding both victim and perpetrator.

On attendance to the address of the ongoing domestic, both parties were present. Following the procedure under the Police and criminal evidence act (PACE), both parties were separated and spoken to individually. The female refused to engage with police however was clearly upset and distressed, she was adamant that it was a verbal argument only however due to the initial disclosure made to police on the 999 call, positive action was taken, and the male was arrested for assault. The College of Policing (2022) states “at domestic abuse incidents it is important that officers take positive action to make the victim and any children safe”. At any domestic incident a public protection notification (PPN) will be submitted by the police, this is shared with partner agencies to offer her further support. West Berkshire Council (2023) states that multi-agency working provides a faster, more coordinated response through improved information sharing between partners. Different agencies take an approach to vulnerability in many ways however working with different agencies and sharing this information can assist in the early identification of risk, threat, and any safeguarding concerns. Once the PPN is submitted, agencies can then become involved in providing support and managing that victim.

If the PPN meets certain criteria and is categorised as “high risk”, a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) will be held. This will involve local police, health, social services, education probation, and many more. Devon County Council (2023) states that at the heart of a MARAC, is a working assumption that no single agency or individual can see a complete picture of the life of a victim however all have insights that can be crucial to their safety. Within a meeting, representatives will discuss options to increase safety for the victim and turn these into a coordinated action plan (savelives.org).

When any PPN is submitted in most cases social services are made aware whether this be an incident of domestic violence or anti-social behaviour if the police deem that person to be at risk of threat or harm and believe them to be vulnerable a PPN will be submitted. The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 made a significant impact on how all agencies deal with victims of domestic violence. The act states for the first time, “A child who sees or hears, or experiences the effects of, domestic abuse and is related to the person being abused or the perpetrator is also to be regarded as a victim in their own right” (Community Care, 2021). Along with the newly revised act, the Government has also implemented a new scheme called “The Safe and Together Model”. This aims to engage with the whole family whether that be, victims, children, and perpetrators. Social workers can support those involved through the court process, and home visits and help those victims seek refuge, charities can also aid this.

A child is vulnerable due to their age however the vulnerability is said to increase if they are at greater risk of emotional or physical harm whether this be at home or in the community (Gov.uk, 2020). Safe Lives Charity (2018) estimates 130,000 children live in households considered “high risk” concerning domestic violence. Schools will primarily be involved in safeguarding those children The DfES Consultation Document: Safeguarding children (Jan,2004) states that, “The effect of domestic violence on children is such that it must be considered as abuse. Either witnessing it or being subjected to it is not only traumatic in itself but likely to adversely impact on a child’s behaviour and performance at school”. This demonstrates the importance it is for local agencies to information share to support those who need it in the community.

Another agency that can assist in supporting those who are most vulnerable and at risk of harm within Gwent is Gwent Drug and Alcohol Service known as GDAS. GDAS will support victims but will also support vulnerable offenders. GDAS (2023) “provides free, safe, and confidential drug and alcohol services” through online treatment and one on one counselling programs. Although GDAS specialises in helping those affected by drugs and alcohol, they will also seek to support those at risk of domestic abuse, suffering with their mental health, and those who need help surrounding housing. GDAS works with other charitable organisations also such as ‘Women’s Aid’, ‘Citizens Advice’, and ‘MIND’. All these charities specialise in different vulnerabilities.

All agencies can work with different individuals who all have different needs and vulnerabilities whether it be victim or perpetrator. When a Public Protection Notification is submitted it can be with consent of the individual or without consent, with this being said, a PPN can be submitted however it does not mean that the individual will be willing to engage. 

In relation to the domestic incident which I attended, the victim did not believe that she needed or wanted any help or support from external agencies however due to a domestic incident taking place a PPN was submitted regardless. Unfortunately, without victim support and any evidence, the suspect was released from custody with no further action being taken on the matter. However, in 2014 all police forces within England and Wales were given the ability to provide effective protection to vulnerable victims whereby there is insufficient evidence to charge a suspect (Gov, 2022). A domestic violence protection notice (DVPN) was sought by officers and put in place with magistrates, this allowed a 28 day “cooling off” period whereby the suspect could not contact the victim. Although the power to issue the DVPN is through police and magistrates, it is also important for partner agencies to engage with the victim throughout this period at the earliest opportunity providing further safeguarding. 

The above demonstrates that importance of multi-agency working and different approaches in which agencies can help provide support to those most vulnerable whether that be victim or offender. Unfortunately, it is said that some people still “fall through the net” and will continue day to day life without the support however police and external agencies will do there upmost in protecting the vulnerable. 
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:












Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


































Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


Policing the roads is said to be the biggest interface between police officers and the public and how it is done can have a major impact on trust and confidence within the police (UWTSD, 2023). In most police forces across the UK, they have specialist departments and in most will have a “Roads Policing Team” in Gwent Police they are known as ‘RPSO’. For most incidents on the roads or road related, RPSO will attend however in some cases local police constables will be first on scene or will need to aid the roads policing team. With the roads currently being at there busiest, with car traffic having increased by 10.2% from 2021 levels (Gov.uk) it is important there are policed efficiently and effectively. 
In the year 2022, there were an estimated 1,760 fatalities caused by a road traffic collision, 26% of these fatalities and 30% of all causalities were aged between 17 and 29 (GOV, 2022).‘The NPCC Road Policing Strategy have prioritised offences to be targeted by police to reduce the number of people killed and seriously injured on roads, these are known as the ‘fatal 4’; Speeding, Drink and drug driving, driving whilst distracted and not wearing a seat belt (BRAKE.org, n/d). Road related deaths in which a serious collision has taken place can have a major impact on the individual’s families, friends, and the community. It is important that they are investigated fully to maintain public trust and confidence and learn from what has taken place which will allow strategies to be put in place to reduce it from reoccurring.
Within my two-year probation, I was involved in an incident in which there were multiple casualties involved in a serious road traffic collision after leaving a vehicle on a night out, several people were found on scene which included multiple fatalities. After police investigation, it was discovered there last known location was in a moving vehicle. A force wide investigation into locating this vehicles whereabouts was launched working collaboratively with police forces on the border of Gwent Police and partner agencies. One of the policing core competencies is ‘we are collaborative’, The Home Office (2012) states that implementing collaborative working to achieving more efficient and effective delivery of policing services. Agencies such as National Police Air Service (NPAS), Fire and Rescue, Highway agencies, Ambulance service and many more. The vehicle was then located off road by colleagues within Gwent Police in which the local roads policing team and police constables were asked to assist. The first officers or police staff attending a collision that has resulted in a road death and/or life-changing injuries must conduct an initial assessment and relay this to the control room. (College of policing, 2023). Once the initial assessment is complete, Joint Emergency Services Interoperability Principles (JESIP) should be considered, this enables multi agencies to work together in management of the scene.  The police are said to be the lead agency collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish all circumstances that have led to it (College of Policing, 2023). 
On attendance to the scene, there was already large police presence, so it was important I established with the local sergeant what was needed. Due to crowds building after having to close main roads, it was important that a cordon was set up and crowd control was in place, this was also beneficial in securing and preserving the scene. As with any investigation, it was important that all ‘golden hour enquiries’ were carried out. The College of Policing (2023) states that the golden hour is the term used for the period immediately after an offence/incident has been committed or occurred, this is when material is readily available in high volumes to the police such as gathering any witnesses, physical evidence like CCTV, suspects and more. Positive action in the period immediately after the report of a crime minimises the amount of material that could be lost to the investigation. Whilst at the scene, I was made aware by members of the public that family of those involved had arrived on scene clearly upset and distressed wanting answers and to see their loved ones, I informed my local sergeant and a family liaison officer was tasked to attend the scene however in the meantime, I was asked to be with the family. The role of the family liaison officer (FLO) is that of an investigator, their role is to gather evidence and information from the family to contribute to the investigation and preserve its integrity (Norfolk Police, 2023). I understood the role of a FLO and although I am not qualified, I understood that it was important to build trust and confidence to the bereaved by supporting them through the hard time. The police have a duty of care to those involved but also those affected by the incident, I understood that it was important to communicate with the family members, keeping them updated with all information. I made sure to gather all family members together and move them away from the crowds of public that were gathering so that if any information is to be given, they will be informed together, I stayed with the families until the FLO was on scene. After the scene is fully cleared, crash investigators are then called to the scene of the incident to conduct a full investigation into what happened. A crash investigation is a process in which an investigator will collect and analyse any evidence to determine that causes of the collision (ecusocmin.org,2022). In this case, a thorough investigation was conducted, and it was concluded that the driver of the vehicle was under the influence of drink and drugs. Road Safety Wales (2022) took part in drink and drug campaign between December 2021 and January 2022, it found that more than 500 people were caught behind the wheel of a car whilst unfit through drink and/or drugs in Wales. Although these statistics do not reflect the number of road traffic collisions which were caused through drink and drugs, it demonstrates how common it is for road users to get behind the wheel whilst under the influence. 

It can be said that you will never be able to stop a road traffic collision from occurring however there are ways in which strategies can be put in place to help reduce the likelihood of them reoccurring. Interventions which could be used to help prevent the likelihood of a road traffic collision could include, further legislation, tougher police enforcement, public awareness, early education, and speed control measures.  The National Police Chief’s council (NPCC) set out a three-year strategic plan, to help make roads safer and reduce the likelihood of road traffic collisions between 2022 and 2025. The strategy takes a focus of partner agency working to keep the roads safe in England and Wales. The strategy is built around 4 key pillars, these being, preventing harm and saving lives, tackling crime, driving technology and innovation, and changing minds (NPCC,2022). 
Education and interventions to young people could play a key role in reducing the risk of road traffic collisions within the UK. In Great Britain, young adults aged 16 to 24 years old are said to be over-represented in drink-drive casualties, accounting for 24% of them (Gov.uk, n/d). Despite this, the longer-term trends suggest that young people are drink driving less than in the past (Department for Transport, 2018). To help reduce these figures, early education within schools could be put in place to highlight the dangers of driving whilst under the influence of drink or drugs. The College of Policing (2015) states that education to young people will help increase the knowledge of the consequences of, and alternatives to, drinking and driving. However, education can also be provided to those who have committed a driving offence under the Road Traffic Act 1988 and aim to prevent re offending, which can be done through driver education courses. 
Part of the strategy set out by the NPCC focusses on driving technology and innovation to be used to make the roads safer within England and Wales, this falls in line with tackling crime. New technology is being discovered daily and it presents policing with more challenges everyday like the new use of e-bikes and criminals are becoming more aware of the difficulties police face in tackling this, however despite this new technology is also providing opportunities to help prevent death or serious injury whilst on the roads. Vehicles are now being designed with cell phone blocking technology. The likelihood of an at fault crash increases when using electronic/cellular devices while operating vehicles. With cell phone blocking technology in a vehicle, it will reduce the risk of drivers becoming distracted behind the wheel. 
Police forces also take responsibility in making the roads a fer police and reducing the likelihood of road traffic collisions from occurring. The police aim to protect and reassure but also bring criminals to justice. Speeding is a key factor towards serious road traffic collisions. Wood (2004) showed that 43% of the population regarded speeding as a ‘fairly’ or ‘very big problem’ in their local area. Speed cameras and mobile speed vans are being widely adopted on main roads within England and Wales meaning that a lot more road users are abiding by road speed limits. It has been said that the use of roadside speed cameras shows equivocal results in terms of increasing the public’s feelings of safety (Ditton, 2000). Despite the wide roll out of speed cameras on main roads, residential and rural roads have seen a lack in them. In order to reduce speeding offences on such roads, police could take on a proactive approach to the hot spot areas known for such anti-social behaviour. It is said that low visibility of mobile police patrols is a likely key reason why drivers continue to exceed limits away from fixed camera sites (DfT, 2006). Having more proactive visible police vehicles also means that drivers are less likely to get away with committing dangerous driving offences, drink/drug driving offences due to more likely being stopped by police. As well as proactive patrols, police forces can adopt their own campaigns/initiatives to keep the roads safe. Gwent Police (2023) has rolled out multiple operations with multi agencies over South Wales to target those committing offences under the Road Traffic Act 1988. By being more visible within public is said to increase reassurance within communities and build public confidence, Recent Home Office research confirms the findings of opinion surveys that the public want more visibility of the police and more engagement with them (Innes, 2006 ; Tuffin et al, 2006). 

Policing the roads within England and Wales is a difficult role which is constantly adapting due to new technology constantly on the rise and legislation changes. Policing the roads can lead to a lot of scrutiny however also build public confidence and trust. Unfortunately, road traffic collisions are going to occur daily, some of which will lead to serious injury and/or death. Police and other agencies can work together in reducing the likelihood of such incidents occurring however will never be able to stop them completely. Some road traffic collisions are said to occur due to fault of nobody however as discussed above some can be prevented through education, use of technology and pro-active policing, it is important that these strategies are constantly assessed and adapted to change that may come in the future.
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Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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