Supporting paper
[bookmark: _Int_sg7gLSvi][bookmark: _Int_T1hMldJf]This supporting paper provides the evidence that suggests Jeffery Dahmer was “made” into a criminal not born in order to answer the famous “nature” vs “nurture” argument in regard to explaining the behavior of serial killers.

[bookmark: _Int_cSKFawiM]The first theory that could be looked at is the theory proposed by Bowlby's theory in (1953) that proposed that children seek to form attachments as early as possible in order to survive and that maternal deprivation was a key factor that led children on to becoming criminals in their later life. 
According to this theory, the consequences of maternal deprivation as a child includes long term effects on “cognition and learning, the development of mental disorders, aggression, and an increased tendency for drug abuse” according to the National Institutes of Health (2021) and Cater M & Majdic G (2021).
This theory can be applied to Jeffery Dahmer as it is very well documented that Jeffery Dahmer had a poor upbringing and that his mother “suffered from hysteria, depression, suicidal ideation, and psychosomatic illnesses” according to Martens and Willhelm (2011). This would lead to Dahmer's mother Joyce to neglect him and their relationship, to which it is documented he never formed a healthy attachment to his mother as when he was a kid, she “refused to touch baby Jeffrey for fear of contracting germs and diseases” (Giacomazzo, 2021)
[bookmark: _Int_SdtgeDmv]Further evidence of maternal deprivation and childhood neglect and abuse can be found by looking at Jeffery Dahmer's fathers' autobiography, ‘A Fathers Story’ (1994) in which he describes Jeffery Dahmer's childhood. It explains that Dahmer witnessed a lot of verbal fights between his parents which resulted in them divorcing when he was 18, and that both of them were more preoccupied with their own lives while they were married, and young Jeffery Dahmer spent most of his childhood having to deal with things himself. (Higgs, 2012) 
Bowlby's theory attributed maternal deprivation in early life to experiencing symptoms of being an “affectionless psychopath” in adult life, to which it is clear to see in the case of Jeffery Dahmer, he displayed many traits of psychopathy as well as borderline personality disorder during his life and his spree of murder despite never being diagnosed with psychopathy medically according to Dr Fallon (2022, quoted in Chakraborty, 2022)
These sources of information provide concrete evidence that certain aspects of Jeffery Dahmer early life and his poor attachment issue with his mother is one of the reasons he went on to become a serial killer. 

[bookmark: _Int_uDpOUErh]Another theory that can help support that Jeffery Dahmer was made into a criminal by environmental factors is the theory proposed by Robert Merton in 1938. Strain theories propose that people commit crimes when they feel forced by society to obtain socially accepted goals when they do not always have the means to do so and follow what is known as the ‘American dream’ ideology. It is theorized that when individuals believe they will fail to achieve these socially accepted goals they either change their means of achieving these goals to achieve them illegally or change their end goals all together and whether or not they aim to obtain them through legal or illegal means. (Nickerson, 2023)

Jeffery Dahmer earned a very low level of income throughout his own life and was unemployed for a 2-year period before he began his murder spree and was arrested for these crimes. This would tell us that Dahmer would fall into the category of individuals that would feel unable to obtain society’s socially accepted goals in the ‘Amercian dream’ idea, so Merton's strain theory would suggest that Jeffery Dahmer committed the crimes he did as he faults pressure by society to achieve the ‘American dream’ and so due to this frustration it led him to become a serial killer. This is another theory that is important in helping to understand why Jeffery Dahmer was ‘made’ into a criminal from birth rather than becoming a serial killer due to biological factors such as mental health or other pre-dispositions to crime and aggression. 
The final theory that is looked at in this essay that can be used to evaluate and understand the behavior of Jeffery Dahmer was written by Albert Bandura in 1977 and is known as Social Learning theory. This is the theory that children are born as a blank slate in their brain will learn by observing behaviors and language around them, process these actions and then will internalize them and begin to reproduce these actions or behaviors in later life. 
It is theorized that Jeffery Dahmer had a “fascination with death” that is likely to have originated from events experienced in Dahmer's past. It is well documented that Jeffery Dahmer's father Lionel played a part in sparking Dahmer's fascination with death when he began engaging Dahmer in exploring the dead remains of roadkill from as young as the age of 4. 
Bandura's theory of social learning would explain that Jeffery Dahmer observed his father cutting into roadkill and engaging with the dead bodies of animals such as opposom, badgers or racoons etc and internalized these actions, thoughts and feelings associated with this and applied those skills he learned from his father to his victims when he went on his murder spree, further siding with the argument that Jeffery Dahmer was made into a criminal and not born.

On the other hand, there are well proven, biological theories that could be used to explain Jefferys behaviors such as being medically diagnosed with borderline personality disorder (Fallon 2022), which according to the Journal of Medicine and Health Studies findings (2022) that borderline personality disorder could absolutely be correlated with rates of criminal behaviors in individuals. 
In conclusion, a holistic approach will always be the best approach for psychologists and criminologists to take when attempting to understand the behavior of serial killers and is especially true with the case of Jeffery Dahmer as he did have innate, biological predispositions to criminal behavior such as poor mental health and mental disorders that were aggravated by environmental and sociological factors and events that occurred in Dahmer’s life that led to his criminal behavior. 
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