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[bookmark: _Toc71136020]Executive summery 
This report is based on a survey online into the impact of virtual learning environment of students of University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis.
The purpose of the survey is to find out what was the impact of the virtual learning experience on the students on our campus.
The research was online ,via questionnaire ,convenient method.
The results showed that virtual learning had a positive impact on the learning experience of the students. The platforms that we used were easily accessible and them made possible our learning experience.
In conclusion , virtual learning was helpful and had a good impact on students experience during this current situation .
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Introduction 
The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) was formed on 18 November 2010 through the merger of the University of Wales Lampeter and Trinity University College Carmarthen, under Lampeter’s Royal Charter of 1828. On the 1 August 2013, Swansea Metropolitan University became part of UWTSD. The University’s Royal Charter is the oldest in Wales and England after the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. In 2011 HRH the Prince of Wales became its Royal Patron.
We will discuss about the impact of virtual learning environment on students learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis .
The research is trying to find out some recommendations and some experiences of the students in terms of virtual learning environment with the purpose to improve .
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Literature review
In a study of Internet-based MBA courses Arbaugh (2000) found that perceived usefulness and flexibility of a VLE were positively associated with student satisfaction with a course. From the learning perspective, a VLE can provide opportunities for practice and recall and accommodate a wide range of learning materials and formats e.g. multimedia (JISC, 2009b). Analysis of question 7b regarding the variety of course tools, for example, news feeds and quizzes supports Arbaugh’s view with 49.5% of respondents either agreeing or strongly agreeing that the variety of course tools increased their motivation to learn. However, only 35.5% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the variety of formats (e.g. audio clips and podcasts) increased their motivation to learn. Nevertheless 46.8% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that flexibility of time, place and pace increased their motivation to learn.
 The opportunity to be in control of learning and learn at a time and place of choice was also a key factor in developing independent learning with 66.9% of respondents agreeing or strongly agreeing that such flexibility encourages independent learning. Empirical research cited, suggests that the use of VLEs results in improvements in learning and teaching which lead to improved satisfaction, retention and achievement for a larger and more diverse student body. This study suggests that tasks on a VLE and the opportunity to learn at a personally defined place, time and pace encourages students to take a level of ownership for their learning which increases their independence and motivation to learn. 
The research in the literature also shows that the potential of VLEs depends on addressing the pedagogic issues associated with effective learning and ultimately on the overall quality of course design and learner support. Boud (1981, cited in Rogers, 2004, p.245) highlights a vital point that “ultimately, it is only the decisions which learners make about what they will or will not do which actually influence the outcomes of learning.” Students need to take responsibility for their learning to ensure successful outcomes. Ghurbhurun (2007, cited in Carter, 2008, p5) claims that “we’ve reached the tipping point in the use of e-learning and technology” and suggests that we have yet to discover the profound impact that such technologies may have on delivering a dynamic curriculum. Whilst this study suggests that using SFC Moodle has a positive impact on student learning, it would have been interesting to establish if subject disciplines have differing impacts on learning. Equally it would be interesting to research which of the tools in the VLE for example, forums, quizzes, course handouts, have the greatest impact on student learning. This study has limitations due to the time available and the positivistic approach taken, however, the statistical analysis returned significant results but does not, and nor can it, provide depth .
Further work, exploring in a naturalistic, inductive way, might be conducted with staff and students to uncover how VLE use might be more effective in motivating, engaging and increasing positive impact on learning. From this research we feel it is possible to make some management recommendations about the use of a VLE.
 Because of the statistical significance reported, although we recognise the post-positivistic nature of this work and its time boundedness, it is arguable that these recommendations could be generalised to similar educational settings. 
 Provide staff CPD in the use and development of the VLE. 
 Wherever possible steps should be taken to ensure that all students have access to the VLE from home. 
 Consider minimum requirements for directed use of a VLE by students. 
 Implement strategies to encourage non-directed use of a VLE.
  Provide opportunities and flexibility to allow students to be in control of their learning using a VLE.  Ensure that VLE use is interactive and not restricted to a role as an information repository. The last four of these are also relevant for teacher educators to consider as questions to pose to their student-teachers.
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Primary research 
Methodology

The research that I was taking was in a form of survey online .  University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis London campus is having approximatively 1500 students . For my research I was using sampling methods -convenience  because of the pandemic situation that we are in . 
The questions that I used in my survey :
The impact of virtual learning environment- questionnaire 

1. Are you :
a.male
b.female

2. What`s your age category ?
a.20-40
b.41-60
c.more than 60

3     Do you find the communication via Teams app efficient?
a.strongry agree
b.agree
c.disagree

3. Benefit of virstual class
a.less reception
b.saving the comuting time 
c.better concentration
c.saving money 

4. Do you ever used online library ?
a.yes
b.no
5. Is moodle east to navigate?
a.yes
b.no
6. Do you consider that after our return in schools the online learning should be a part of the study? 
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The survey was completed by 40 students using the sampling  convenient method .

Question one asked students of University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis to declare them gender . The question is qualitative variable nominal .
	
	Male 
	Female 

	Gender 
	15
	19





As we can see in the graphic 56 % of the students are females and 44 % males. 

Question two asked students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David to declare the age cathegory . The question is quantitative variable.
	
	20 to 40
	41 to 60
	more than 60

	Age category 
	23
	12
	1





As we can read the graph shows that the majority (23 students) are having the age cathegory between 20-40 , one student is having more than 60 years old and the rest of 12 are having the age category between 41-60 years old.
 
Question three asked students of University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis to declare if they consider the communication via Teams efficient . The question is qualitative  ordinal variable.
	 
	Strongly
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	Efficiency of Teams Communication 
	12
	14
	4
	6
	0





As we can read in the chart the majority are finding the communication via Teams efficient. A small percentage of 17 % are saying that they disagree with the statement. Because of the 11% of neutral answers I would interpret this chart in a positive way in terms of the efficiency of teams communication.

Question four asked students of University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis to choose from the list what are the benefits of the virtual class. Is a qualitative nominal variable.
	 
	 
	Saving money 
	Better concentration
	Saving commuting time 
	Less reception
	Other 

	Benefits of virtual class
	 
	10
	16
	4
	2
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



As we can read the graph the most important aspect in terms of benefits it s the concentration . 44% of students indicated the concentration being as a important factor during the online classes. The second place is taken by the money saving in 28% percent. Saving the commuting time is a benefit that are reaching the 11 % and 6 % declared that the reception is better when they are in them own place, sometimes during the traditional class the noise around can be disturbing.

Question five asked students of University of Wales Trinity Saint Davis to rate ,,moodle”.Is a qualitative ordinal variable.
	 
	 
	1 star 
	2 stars 
	3 stars 
	4 stars 
	5 stars 

	Moodle Rating 
	 
	1
	6
	5
	7
	17

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




The graphic shows that just one student rated moodle with one star and 6 with 2 starts . We can deduct that the rest of the students are finding moodle easy to use and navigate .

Question five asked students of University of Wales  Trinity Saint Davis to declare if they use the online library . Is a quantitative variable.
	 
	 
	Yes 
	No

	online library 
	 
	26
	10

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




72% of the students declared that they are using the online library .
Question seven asked students of University Of Wales Trinity Saint Davis to declare if they consider that after the return in class , the online learning should still be a part of the study . Is a qualitative ordinal variable.
	 
	 
	Strongly agree 
	Agree
	Neutral 
	Disagree 
	Strongly disagree

	Including online classes 
	 
	8
	12
	9
	6
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



We can read in the graphic that 55 % percent of students are happy to have online classes after the return in schools too. If I will consider the neutral answers as being pro -online classes the percentage would be 80% pro.
Just 20 % of the students are considering that the online classes should not be part of out learning , after the current situation will be over.
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After my research I can conclude after I interpreted  the results of the survey that the virtual learning environment had a good impact on students of our campus. The majority of answers were favorable for the online classes versus traditional classes. 
Students found benefits of virtual classes in terms of concentration and saving commuting time  that improved the quality of learning.
Virtual learning promote and encourage students to learn more individually and also giving them flexibility . 
I`m one of the students that are agreeing with the implementation of the virtual classes and for me this period motivated me to learn more and also developed my skills of communications via online platforms.

[bookmark: _Toc71136027]Limitations of the study 
As I mentioned ,due to current situation I was using sampling convenience method and the survey was based on my peer s answers . 
One other limitation was the number of students that participated at my survey because it was online and the data was limited.
Data errors was one of the other limitation that I had to face during my survey .
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Apendix 1:Questionaire 

1. What’s your age category?
20-40
40-60
More than 60
2. Are you?
Male/female 
3. Do you find communication vi Teams efficient?
Yes/no
4. Do you find online learning more likely?
Yes/no/other
5. Are the tasks on virtual classes more easily to be solved because of environment?
Yes/no/other
6. Do you consider that after the return would be usefull that online learning to be still part of the study ?
If yes.why?








Apendix 2:

I attached below the work that I did , the results that I received after I created the forms questionnaire . The results are in excel. 
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Effiency of Teams Comunication 	
 Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	12	14	4	6	0	


Benefits of virtual class	
Saving money 	Better concentration	Saving commuting time 	Less reception	Other 	10	16	4	2	4	


Moodle Rating 	
1 star 	2 stars 	3 stars 	4 stars 	5 stars 	1	6	5	7	17	



online library 	
Yes 	No	26	10	


Including online classes 	
Strongly agree 	Agree	Neutral 	Disagree 	Strongly disagree	8	12	9	6	1	


Gender 	
Male 	Female 	15	19	


Age category 	
20 to 40	41 to 60	more than 60	23	12	1	
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