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What are examples of Jordanian architecture that represent the country’s style and sustainability?

Introduction
Queen Alia International airport is Jordan’s number one airport as well as a very common entryway into the Levantine region. The Wild Jordan nature center represents sustainable architecture in Jordan. Both buildings have elevated tourism in Jordan and have managed to become memorable for citizens and tourists alike.

Context and historical background
Building 1: Queen Alia International Airport
Queen Alia International Airport built by Architects Fosters + Partners was designed as the main entryway into the capital city of Jordan, Amman. Constructed in 1983 and renovated further in 2017 to open a new terminal, the airport was the gateway into the Levantine region. The concept was to create a building that relates with the local culture of Amman and its architecture. The building seems to be able to find a balance between being architecturally appealing as well as environmentally sensitive. According to Qaiairport.com (2024) ‘the airport has been recognized as Level 3+ neutrality, making it the first carbon neutral airport in the Middle east.’ [This makes the airport outstanding in the middle east]. Shi,Lin; Rehermann,Thomas.Queen Alia International Airport (2017) express ‘In 2007 Jordan lacked the financial resources and experience to embark on a renovation and expansion of its international airport. Yet by 2013 it was able to successfully complete the complex endeavor in collaboration with a private sector concessionaire, setting an example for countries and public-private project practitioners confronting similar circumstances.

Building 2: Wild Jordan Center
Built in 2002 by Jordanian Architect Ammar Khammash in Jabal Amman, this location was unknown before the building of the center, which brought the area to life. The Wild Jordan center offers the best views in Amman, including the old parts which are mainly known for the downtown area, and the Amman Citadel. WildJordancentre.com (2025) supports my claims and also states that the building ‘is owned by the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature and operated by ATICO Fakhreldin Group‘, this building also operates as a hotel, as it’s well known for its tourist attractions, it holds many restaurants, cafes, a nature shop with natural products, catering service, and event space. [The center is also greatly used for eco-tourism and hospitality].
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Site and section analysis
QAIA Site analysis: (see fig.1) The site plan shows you an in-depth view of the airport and its unique design, you can see how closely set the curved roofs are, making the structure more stable. The airport’s car park takes up a huge amount of space, you can see that the parking space curves inwards, making it decrease in size the further away you go. Section Analysis: (see fig.2) The section shows the intersecting dome roof tops, as well as the connecting glazed terminals. Two rows of departure gates run along either side of the central building, which houses the primary processing areas alongside a variety of shops, lounges and restaurants. You can see the three floors, and the outside entrance at the bottom. 
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Wild Jordan Nature Center site analysis (See fig.3) Khammash.com (2013) states that ‘The topography of the site was especially challenging due to the fact that it was on a sloped area The Center has two cubes, each 10 by 10 meters, holding the same proportions of the surrounding context’ Section Analysis: (see Fig.4) The section drawing shows a good view on the hill that the building was built on, it also gives you a good look into the edge dropping seven floors of the building. The building follows an asymmetric shape that cut offs at the edge.
[image: ]Fig.4

QAIA materials and light 
Iguzzini.com (2016) states that ‘In response to local building experts, and Amman's unsteady climate, the building is built fully from concrete [derived from gravel collected nearby], the high thermal mass of the material works with the local climate to ensure a pleasant temperature. The roof includes a series of concrete domes that tesselate,/Lighting wise, spotlights were fitted in openings in the skylights, pointing down to give very even lighting on the ground below, for a uniform overall look to the departures hall. A series of asymmetric floodlights were mounted on top of retail cabins, [the goal was to keep a consistent lit effect in the airport]. ‘The layout of the lamps installed in the departures building was also replicated in the two wings alongside the main structure, and outside.’

Wild Jordan center material and light   
Khammash.com (2013) states that the material of the building is inspired by the materials of Downtown Amman, with its roughness, almost-dirty look and vandalism-proof nature. It is easy to label the finishing approach as brutal, yet it is shaped by a more complex and sensual attitude to the humble. The cement tiles which are used in the building interior, for example, are a typical finish of the downtown walkways. We wanted the building to be like a walkway; a walkway that has climate control, where visitors never really enter but simply transition over sidewalks between hanging platforms extending from downtown.


Use of Queen Alia Airport: Queen Alia International airport is open to the public 24/7, the airport functions as Jordan’s number 1 airport and is also commonly used throughout the levant region. The capacity of the airport is huge as an extension was added in 2016 bringing the total capacity to 12 million passengers per year.


Use of Wild Center Jordan: Wild center Jordan is open to the public from 9am to 12pm weekdays and 9am to 1pm weekends, people visit the wild center for the restaurants and cafe or for the hotel, it also provides private functions for events due to its unique location. The wild center Jordan (2025) states that ‘The Center has held brunches, receptions, engagement parties, corporate and even sport and music events. It is a Center with a cause; it is environmental, smoke-free and above all supports and works alongside RSCN and its dedication to the conservation of Jordan’s natural resources.’


Conclusion
In conclusion, the Queen Alia International Airport and Wild Jordan center are both widely known buildings in Jordan. QAIA known for being Jordan’s number one airport and the first carbon neutral airport in the middle east, the airport is able to represent Jordan’s architecture yet stand out from other buildings. The Wild Jordan center is commonly recommended to tourists because of its beautiful scenery and environmental message, as it promotes eco-tourism. Both of these buildings have completely different purposes but share a similarity in sustainability and try to provide the best experience for visitors.









My drawings for the Wild Jordan Center and Queen Alia International Airport:
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