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Abstract
This critique will discuss how the ideology of Conservatism has impacted and influenced policy for migrants and asylum seekers entering the United Kingdom. In addition, an examination of how the rise in Conservative Nationalism has changed the narrative and language around migration, both legal and undocumented immigration.   
For the purpose of this critique, the term ‘migrant’ will be defined as stated by The UN Migration Agency (IOM) ‘as any person who is moving or has moved across an international border or within a State away from his/her habitual place of residence, regardless of (1) the person’s legal status; (2) whether the movement is voluntary or involuntary; (3) what the causes for the movement are; or (4) what the length of the stay is.’ UN. ORG (2022). The critique will discuss how recent events such as Brexit has changed the narrative around immigration and influenced those who follow a Conservatism ideology. 

Introduction 
The dictionary definition of ‘Conservatism’ is ‘a political philosophy which believes that if changes need to be made to society, they should be made gradually. You can also refer to the political beliefs of a conservative party in a particular country as Conservatism.’ (Collins. 2022)
Conservatism can be generally viewed as an ideology that supports maintaining the status quo. As outlined by Brown et al. (2018), Conservatism is opposed to radical change and supports those structures that maintain the establishment. Those structures include the Monarchy, the political structures and lawmakers, or as the journalist Henry Fairlie wrote ‘By the “Establishment”, I do not only mean the centres of official power – though they are certainly part of it – but rather the whole matrix of official and social relations within which power is exercised.’ Bale T. (2020). 
Maintaining the status quo might also include maintaining the perceived make-up of the nation and the ‘socioeconomic and cultural status quo’ (Consterdine. E, p.289, 2022)
Consterdine. E, (2022) discusses the dilemma for the centre-right of the Conservative party that, on the one hand, is grounded in ‘tradition, history and national identity’ versus the economic necessity of immigration in a free market, capitalist society. However, the current Conservative immigration policies are designed to attract conservative nationalists or, as Bell. E, (2020) suggests appealing to a ‘nativist sentiment in promoting the rights of British citizens over those of citizens of other nations’ (Bell. E 2020)

United Kingdom Hostile Environment Immigration Measures 
Salokhiddinovich, T.A., (2022). argues that Conservatism ideology includes the principles that community and social norms supersede ‘the individual’, and in fact, the community is ‘historically, morally and logically superior to the individual’ (Salokhiddinovich, T.A., p.26, 2022). Salokhiddinovich has a valid point given the current government Rwanda asylum policy where: 
‘those who have their asylum claim deemed as inadmissible under our Inadmissibility Rules and have made a dangerous and illegal journey to the UK may be relocated to Rwanda for processing under their asylum system. Those whose claims are successful would remain in Rwanda, while those who are unsuccessful would either depart voluntarily, gain another kind of status in Rwanda or be returned to their country of origin or another country where they will be lawfully admitted. (“Migration and Economic Development Partnership with Rwanda: equality ...”) (Gov. UK 2022). 

Some, including those from the medical profession have argued that this policy ignores the well-being of individuals. In his response to the policy, the Chair of the British Medical Association (BMA) medical ethics committee stated, “We know the damage a similar policy has inflicted on people trying to reach Australia, with extensive evidence showing the truly devastating effect detention has had on the mental health of those held in Papua New Guinea and Nauru.” (BMA, 2022). Sen. P, et al. (2022) also argue that the ‘hostile environment’ policy has not only implications for mental health, with an increase in conditions such as post-traumatic disorder, depression and the risks of self-harm, but also for the potential risk of moral injury ‘defined as moral distress (psychological unease generated when professionals are limited in their ability to take an ethically correct action)’  (Sen. P et al., 2022),  for those health professionals working with these groups.

This was also the case with the Windrush scandal and the ‘hostile environment immigration measures’ introduced in 2012 and presided over by the then Home Secretary, Theresa May. (British Library Board. 2022)   In the report by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), they found that the Home Office needed more commitment to the importance of equality. In addition, the report uncovered that “there was a narrow focus on delivering the political commitment of reducing immigration, and a culture where equality was not seen as important. Identifying risks to equality was therefore not encouraged.” (Gentleman. A, 2020). The hostile environment strategy implemented by the Conservative Government suggests that they believed the country shared their views on reducing immigration and the Conservatism ideology of protecting ‘the culture and social norms’. In the foreword of Amelia Gentleman’s book, ‘The Windrush Betrayal: Exposing the Hostile Environment’, Katharine Viner, Editor-in-Chief of the Guardian News and Media, wrote:
‘Before the Windrush revelations, the concept of the hostile environment was unfamiliar to most people. These stories revealed the toxic nature of immigration policy that humiliates and exhausts applicants into submission… And the scale of the outcry showed, I think, that British People are not quite as racist as their Government took them to be.’ (Gentleman A. 2019)

Impact of Conservative Nationalism on immigration policies
In his article on the possibility of a referendum on the death penalty, Mullin. C (2021) implies that the rise of English Nationalism had found its way into the ruling Conservative Party and was no longer confined to the ‘flag waving, small far-right parties' In addition, as Barber.T, (2019) reported, ‘The new English Nationalism of the Conservative rank and file is overwhelmingly white in skin colour and electoral appeal, belying the multiracial realities of modern Britain’ (Barber.T, 2019)

As previously stated, Conservatism has at its heart maintaining the status quo and protecting the institutions that represent that paradigm and protecting the cultural norms is part of that objective. It is no wonder then, as Katwala. S, et al. (2014) points out that the rate of cultural change, national identity, and community cohesion is worrying to the Conservative Party. Therefore, a strong or even hostile approach to immigration can be seen as essential in preserving Conservatism and nationalism values.

Verkuyten. M (2022) states that Conservatives may have a greater sense of national identity because of their necessity for ‘order, predictability, and stability. The dilemma faced by the ideology of Conservatism is that to ensure social cohesion and community is maintained, the Conservative party also has to demonstrate a sense of hospitality, empathy, and pride in those who adopt Britain and those same values of Conservatism. However, it appears that the attitude towards migrants from Hong Kong (Portes. J, 2021) and white Ukraine migrants has been significantly more hospitable than those migrants crossing The Channel or the Syrian refugees fleeing their war-torn Country. (The Associated Press, 2022)

The notion of good and bad migrants has discreetly seeped into the conversation and immigration policy of the Conservative party (Consterdine. E, (2022). Within the 2010 manifesto, the Conservatives stated, ‘we want to attract the brightest and the best people who can make a real difference to our economic growth’ We are left to guess what the brightest and the best might look like; however, the ‘ Hong Kong UK Welcome Programme’ (Gov.UK 2022) might suggest these are considered ‘good’ migrants.

David Cameron’s election campaign in 2010 pledged to reduce immigration by tens of thousands a year. (Conservative manifesto, 2010). In actual fact, by 2015 immigration was three times higher than pledged (Grice. A, 2015). This was in part due to the coalition with the Liberal Democrats, restraining some of the more nationalist policies that may have occurred under a Conservative-only government. However, the rise of the UKIP and their anti-immigration sentiment was about to change Government policies in a dramatic way. The rise of the Euro-sceptics in the Conservative party and the election threat from UKIP eventually led to the promise of a referendum on EU membership and finally Brexit. It was the change in emphasis by the leave campaign to focus on immigration and the controversial poster of crowds of immigrants queuing to get into the UK alongside the claim that Turkey would imminently be allowed membership into the EU and by implication, the UK would be ‘swapped’ by Turks wishing to enter the UK. (Jones. B, 2021).
The language around immigration and migrants has significantly changed since Brexit. Statements on the Home Office web page appear to mimic the rhetoric Donald Trump used at the start of his first Presidential election campaign when referring to thousands of Mexicans illegally crossing over the border into the United States. (Fox News. 2017). The Home Secretary under Boris Johnson's premiership addressed the issue of illegal immigration by stating: 
‘This Government will address that challenge for the first time in over two decades through comprehensive reform of our asylum system. Illegal immigration is facilitated by serious organised criminals exploiting people and profiting from human misery. It is counter to our national interest because the same criminal gangs and networks are also responsible for other illicit activity ranging from drug and firearms trafficking to serious violent crimes’ (Gov.UK 2020)
Recent Policy announcements
Some of the more recent statements from the current Home Secretary Suella Braverman indicate that Conservative Nationalism is driving government policy with regard to migrants and asylum seekers. When speaking about the potential trade deal with India, Suella Braverman, Home Secretary, said, "I do have some reservations. Look at migration in this country — the largest group of people who overstay are Indian migrants. We even reached an agreement with the Indian Government last year to encourage and facilitate better cooperation in this regard. It has not necessarily worked very well" (The Guardian, 2022). Braverman alludes to Brexit and the link to immigration, saying, “I have concerns about having an open borders migration policy with India because I don’t think that’s what people voted for with Brexit.” The link to Brexit suggests that the immigration principles raised during that debate remain at the forefront of current immigration attitudes and policy decision-making, and as previously discussed, those Brexit views on immigration were propagated by Conservatism ideology, nationalistic positioning, and anti-immigration rhetoric. As Bell. E,(2020) remarks, Brexit has legitimised the nationalist cause and populist voices pushing against globalisation and rising immigration. 

When speaking about the contested Rwanda policy, the Home Secretary said she would “love to be here claiming victory, I would love to be having a front page of the Telegraph with a plane taking off to Rwanda, that’s my dream, that’s my obsession”. It is interesting that Braverman referred to the Daily Telegraph, which can be described as politically aligned with the Conservatism ideology. (Mancini. P et al. 2021). As discussed by Jones. O, (2014), the media is controlled by a ’small number of wealthy owners'. They are part of the establishment written about earlier and therefore also have a personal stake in maintaining the ‘status quo', particularly the economic and cultural norms. A recent article by Lord David Frost, headlined in the Daily Telegraph, argued that some of the 'socialist policies being pursued by the Conservative Party were ‘wrecking Conservatism’. (The Telegraph 2022). The Government’s Immigration policy was not one of the policies criticised by Frost.

Another recent announcement came from the Home Secretary regarding the proposal to limit the number of student visas for international students, claiming that students two were bringing in family members who can piggyback onto student visas”. (Daily Mail 2022) This contrast with the ideological conservatism position of sustaining structures that support the status quo, such as Universities and also wealth creation, as it is reported that international students contribute over £28 Billion to the UK economy (Hillman. N, 2021)

Conclusion
Immigration policy and the treatment of migrants and asylum seekers under the Conservatives have been in large part driven by Nationalist Conservatism and populism, influenced by UKIP, Euro-sceptics, and far-right rhetoric. Consterdine E (2022) argues that public concerns over immigration are at a historic low. ‘a change in policy may follow then, and the policies of immigration in the near future may look starkly different.' (Consterdine. E, p.295 2022). However, the more recent statements and policies of the Conservative Party contradict that view. Despite the apparent harshness of the Rwanda immigration policies being pursed, it does appear that there is public support, with a poll conducted in June 2022 showing 47% in support and only 26% who opposed the policy. (Meade. A, (2022). This does not of course suggest that a majority of those polled supports a Conservatism Ideology and the outrage over the Windrush scandal rather suggest the country has a far more balanced approach when it comes to immigration.
The Conservative Government have failed to adopt a balanced approach and message when it comes to migrants and asylum seekers. It has pivoted further to the right and embraced more nationalist philosophies. Nationalist Conservatism ideology fears the threat of mass immigration and what that might mean for the establishment structures, community cohesion and economic stability. This however is an erroneous fear, as articulated by (Goodfellow. M, p.65, 2020). ‘This is not a country unsettled by immigration; it is one made by it'. 
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