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The Path We Take
When researching ideas for the curation of an exhibition. I asked myself, what should people get out of this experience? For me exhibitions should be as much about the physical experience when within the space, the Atmosphere, as well as what people take away from it and learn, either about Themselves, a Concept or Bigger Issue. With this in mind, the subject which came to my attention was ‘Identity’ and more so the path we take in becoming our true selves and accepting others. I did some reading on Erving Goffman’s The Presentation of Self in the Everyday Life, he writes 
‘...when an individual appears before others his actions will influence the definition of the situation...sometimes the individual will act in a calculating manner, expressing himself in a given way solely in order to give the kind of impression to others that is likely to evoke from the a specific response he is concerned to obtain.’ (Goffman and Doubleday, 1956, p.4)
And this made me think what is it that makes people behave in these ways? Is it for the benefit of self-comfort and security? Or is it something you long to be?  Is it your true self? Dose Goffman suggest we manipulate our behaviour around people because of preconceptions we have about others and how they will respond to us. Or is it simply to be liked and accepted? 
To be true to one’s self is a constant battle and struggle for some individuals. Decades of racism and stereotyping has manipulated society’s and oppressed people of their full potential. Within my curation I look to exploring areas of identity within our current social climate. But with refence to history and inherited stereotyping. I want my exhibition to serve as a Physical educational path which leads my audience through a space that causes them to learn something either about themselves or others by the time they reach the end. 
The Path We Take curation will hold four major components. They are as follow:
1. Definition of the word ‘identity’, By Google. 
2. Yer Tha Sun in My Mourning Babe, By Christina Quarles
3. Video Montage, from ending scene of ‘BlacKkKlansman’ Directed by Spike Lee 
4. Infinity Room, By Yatoi Kusama.





3D Building Plans: 
[image: ][image: ]

[image: ]
(Tingey, 2019)
When designing the concept for the structure ‘The Path We Take’ exhibition would be featured in, I came up with the idea of a cycle or loop floor plan. By leading the audience through the building in a loop like cycle. It forces them to view the pieces in a specific order. Metaphorically this cycle would represent the path of learning and awareness the audience will experience once completing the cycle. People leave the cycle with a different mindset to how they entered it. I also thought about ways in which people learn and how this could improve my audiences experience. Goholami (2013) explains how phycologists of the 1920’s developed a way of categorising types of learning styles, these were called VAK, Visual, Auditory and Kinesthetic. When selecting my main four art pieces I wanted to feature works that displayed these three different aspects, to be a more beneficial for the individuals that attend with different learning and observational styles and also for a wider variety of exhibits. 


1. ‘Identity’ Google Definition  
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Tingey, 2019 [screenshot] 


Feature 1 is the first piece that will greet the audience as they enter the exhibition. The Google definition of the word ‘identity’ will be placed centre of the left-hand side wall. The dimensions of the definition will be no bigger than a5 size. The small definition on the white wall will invite the audience to come closer and read the what it says. Ones ‘identity’ is impossible to describe through a singular word or something physical other than your own being. The looseness of the definition and almost pointless description starts to decrypt the idea of trying to define and group everything in our society.  The fact of which I chose the ‘Google Definition’ is that its where the majority of the world get their information from. ‘Over 3.5 Billion google searches are made every day’ (Ardor SEO, 2018). This number proves how much we rely on google for answers and how google and the internet are more trusted and accessible than other forms of information. We instantly trust what we are reading on our screens. Google and the media in general have a huge part to play in misrepresentation of people and often finding truth within millions of stories and pages is an impossible task. Could this be to blame for some misleading stereotyping groups of people believe in.
  
2. [image: ]Yer Tha Sun in My Mourning Babe, By Christina Quarles :

(Quarles,2017, Painting)

Piece two is an acrylic painting created by Christina Quarles in 2017. The subject forms and becomes its own physical emotion of confusion and pain. Quarles work confronts major themes of racial and sexual identities as well as gender and queerness. 

She says her work is influenced by ‘… the edge of the frame and boundaries that demarcate the self,’(Galerie Magazine,2018)  moreover she challenges the idealistic versions of identity that our society sets in place for us before we are even born. Her work within my exhibition works best placed after the google definition of ‘identity’. This piece features tones of what people experience when finding themselves, as well as a place within society. Many people are ridiculed and suffer emotionally and physically when they are not accepted or fit into the social construct. This painting will begin to shift thoughts towards other emotions, ready for when entering the third room. 

3. [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Video Montage, from ending scene of ‘BlacKkKlansman’ Directed by Spike Lee 
Souza (2018)  

The next feature of the exhibition will take more of a serious tone. The video montage is taken from the ending scene of BlacKkKlansman directed by Spike Lee in 2018. The film is based upon the true story of the first African American detective to serve in the Colorado Springs Police Department during the 1970s. The montage is from a more extreme point of view but depicts the forms of racism and discrimination, which are still happening today. Whether or not the general public are aware of just how freighting and serious it is will all depend on their reaction to this piece while viewing. This montage brings parallels from the 1970s where the film was based to present day life. And suggests these issues are not solved and may even be more important than ever. Characters featured in the Movie such as David Duke (national Director of the KKK) are still alive today and preaching the same racist messaging. It draws light onto the political control of these situations Pointing to Donald Trump as an example of someone who allows these scenes to still take place. This video preaches the message that there needs to be change among us all. Although some of the scenes are graphic and hard to watch the feeling of empowerment and unity is moving and will help members of the audience feel united with others within the room. It may even encourage conversations among strangers which may not have occurred if not experiencing the video. This all can provoke change of thinking. This feature is critical to accepting the path our ancestors took and people are still taking but moving and learning from it. All helping towards total equality.

4. [image: https://i.cbc.ca/1.4554600.1541459613!/fileImage/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/16x9_780/yayoi-kusama-infinity-mirrors-souls-of-millions.jpg]Infinity Room, By Yatoi Kusama :
Infinity Room(2018)

As the audience moves into the final room they, they will enter the last phase of the cycle. It will consist of an installation made by Yatoi Kusama.  This piece features lights and mirrors that create an illusion of yourself within infinity. It was originally designed to explore the idea of space, time and the after world. 

(Bakalar,2015, D5) in the New York Times compared the number of human cells in a singular human body to the number of stars in our galaxy. It was estimated that the human body had 800 million more cells than stars in our galaxy This comparison between stars and cells helps us to picture the complexity and varsity of the human body and just how much we are all made up of. I find the comparison of human’s cells to stars is somewhat poetic. The representation of stars is always very a positive one. linking to goals, positivity and future as well as beauty and possibilities. Even a falling star bares a wish for those who see it within the night sky. This combination of reflection and space within this room will help to open the audiences mind to new thoughts and ideas about themselves. But in turn help them reflect on everything they have seen throughout the exhibition. Within their refection and the reflections of others they will be in a safe space that is free of any limitations or stereotypes as everyone within the room exists, for this short amount of time, in infinity. 

Once reaching the end of the cycle and finishing their path, they in turn arrive at the start again. Presented by the definition of the word ‘identity for a second time. Only this time with more insight on what it actually means to them and others. 
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© identity
/n'dentiti/

noun

1. the fact of being who or what a person or thing is.
"he knows the identity of the bombers"
synonyms: name; More




