Critical Review of Carmarthen Museum
The Carmarthen Museum is a museum specialised within the context of the people of Carmarthenshire and therefore focuses on the history of the area. This includes crafts, peoples and local history. The temporary exhibit from this year was on Harold Jones, a person who whilst not Welsh had a strong connection to Wales due to his link to the Carmarthen Museum of art.  After leaving England for his health, he went to Egypt as an illustrator and learnt archaeology.  He regularly donated artifacts to the museum of Carmarthen and after his death in 1911 many of his artifacts were given to the museum. 

This exhibit explores the connection between Egypt and Wales using Harold Jones as a catalyst. It largely uses Harold Jones as an explorative tool to investigate Egypt through Harold Jones life from the beginning of his journey from his beginnings as an artist to his death. The exhibit used various tools to help explain the exhibit such as infographics and descriptive plaques to explain and expand among both Harold Jones life and the assorted artifacts and exhibits. There was clear organisation amongst the exhibits. As you walked towards the exhibit there was a singular but large signage directing to the Egyptology exhibit. It was only when visitors got closer and read into the more detailed information that it became clear that the artifacts were centred around the exploits of one singular person that was linked to Wales and not focused on wider Egypt. For a smaller local museum however, this makes perfect sense and is not necessarily a problem like it may be for a larger museum as there are different expectations for each. Whilst it’s not immediately noticeable in person the online page is clearly detailed and clearly focuses on the Welsh History (Cofgar, 2019).  

As you entered the exhibit there are several exhibits revealing several ways around the exhibit. If a visitor with no prior understanding of Harold Jones were to visit, if they did not read the infographic in detail which hint to a chronological exhibit it stands to reason that is possible for them to go around in a different way then intended which may lead to confusion or a lack of in depth understanding of the exhibit. For a casual visitor this is not necessarily a problem however to more academic visitors this may become inconvenient. On the other hand, if a person is visiting for the academic experience, it is more likely for them read in detail and understand the intended route. At the beginning of the route, it starts with demonstration of Harold Jones art, from his time in the Carmarthen Museum of art which initially has no link to Egyptology. This later transitions into his work as an illustrator under an archaeology group within Egypt. It shows several of his watercolours of his works, however this is situated towards [image: ]the exit which created confusion as it is inferred his work as an illustrator was previous to his work as an archaeologist. This wouldn’t cause such a confusion if the exhibit was not ordered chronologically, however as they chose to do it this way the break from the otherwise chronological exhibit could be jarring. Other than that, the exhibit flows smoothly and is easily understood for people of all ages and experiences. 
(Photography by author, 13/01/2026, Carmarthen Museum)
The choice of artifacts was varied considering that it’s a temporary exhibit and also considering that it’s a small museum with limited space and staff. There was a distinct selection of pottery, figurines, art and literary evidence.  Despite the content of the museum being varied and engaging the presentation seemed to not fully consider the audience. Many colourful figurines and pottery were left on higher shelving whilst the more academic centred books were left on lower shelving. Whilst there is a significant academic audience that visits the exhibit it’s still important to consider the wider audience such as children who enter the museum for enjoyment rather than academic queries. The very appearance of the interactive experience of the mummy activity lies in contradiction to the academic presentation of the exhibits. 

Overall, the exhibit was a detailed experience for both academics and casual museum goers despite the discrepancies in chronologies and presentation for wider audiences. 
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